
RCA General Meeting 
A Tale of Two Transits! 
Transit of Venus 2004 

Richard Berry, Bob McGown & Dareth Murray will share their adventures as they 
traveled the world to catch the Venus Transit 
of 2004. Richard Berry and his wife Eleanor 
participated in a transit expedition to Pasar-
gadae, Iran to view the transit of Venus on 
June 8. The expedition included amateur as-
tronomers from the USA, Canada, the UK, as 
well as France and Germany. In addition to 
the observing transit, they toured cultural and 
archaeological sites in Tehran, the Caspian 
Sea, Shiraz, & Esfahan. The photo shows 
their observing site located about 100 meters 
north of the tomb of Cyrus the Great, ruler of 
the Persian empire. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Hubble Deep Field above 
courtesy R. Williams (STScI), 
the Hubble Deep Field Team 
and NASA 
 
Moon photos below courtesy 
David Haworth 

Deadline for submission of articles, ads, and photos for the Gazette is the 20th of each month. 

First Quarter Moon 
September 21, 8:55 AM. PDT 

Full Moon 
September 28, 6:09 AM. PDT 

Last Quarter Moon 
September 6, 8:11 AM. PDT 

New Moon 
September 14, 7:28 AM PDT 

Monday September 20 
Social Gathering: 7 pm.  

 Meeting Begins:  7:30 pm. 
Location:  OMSI Auditorium 

CAMP HANCOCK FALL FLING 
DARK SKY STAR PARTY WEEKEND 

 

Oct 15th 3pm - Oct 17th Noon, 2004 
 

Registration Deadline is Saturday October 9th - Unless we reach maximum capacity earlier. 
Go to “http://larrygodsey.home.att.net/hancock” for more information and a Registration Form. 
Or see Larry at the September 20th meeting for information and a Registration Form 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://larrygodsey.home.att.net/hancock%E2%80%9D


©Copyright 2004  The Rose City Astronomers  All Rights Reserved.           Page 2 

There is going to be some turnover 
among officers in the RCA in the next  
election cycle.  I am going to take a 
new job on the board, 'Past  President'. 
No one is dissatisfied, there are just 
situations where  officers have other 
obligations and other things to do.  In 

addition, as  has been announced, Chuck & Judy Dethloff will make the 
2004 OSP the last  one under their directorship.....after a very long run. 
Thus, RCA & OSP will both be needing an infusion of new volunteers in 
the  upcoming months. 
After 5 years as President, following 2 years as Secretary, I have mostly  run out of pep rally speeches.  I will 
simply state the case; that  everything that RCA offers is a result of some volunteer taking time from  their day 
to devote to RCA, and if we don't get a volunteer for that  particular program, it will cease to be offered.  There 
are legal  requirements regarding a President & a Treasurer, and we won't function  without a Membership VP; 
but most other officers are not essential, they  are just very useful & very appreciated.  We've never had to shut 
down a  service, and I am sure we won't have to this time.....if you step up &  volunteer. 
I don't mean to give the impression of burnout; I have learned a lot from  managing RCA, and I retain my feel-
ings towards amateur astronomy -- I think  it is one of the most rewarding & postive activities that a person can  
do.  And the organizations that have formed around amateur astronomy are  truly outstanding and helpful 
groups. 
--Peter 

    President’s 
Message 

 

By 
Peter Abrahams 

September 2004 

 

RCA  
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 
One of the benefits of RCA Membership 
is reduced rate subscriptions to Sky & 
Telescope and Astronomy magazines. 
Sky & Telescope Magazine is $32.95 for 
one year. Astronomy magazine is $29 
for one year or $55 for two years.  For 
more information go to the RCA web 
site and click on: 
http://www.rca-omsi.org/siteindex.htm 
Then click on any of the magazine links. 
Margaret McCrea, Subscription 
Coordinator, will be taking renewals and 
new subscriptions at the Magazine Table 
before General Meetings. Please Note: 
Allow two months for your subscription 
to be renewed. 
 
Sky & Telescope Store Discount 
 
RCA members who subscribe to Sky & 
Telescope are entitled to a 10% discount 
at the Sky & Telescope online store at: 
http://skyandtelescope.com/shopsky 
To get your discount, enter Rose City 
Astronomers when prompted for your 
club name during checkout at the Sky & 
Telescope online store. 

Club Officers 
President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

Past President Candace Pratt (503) 296-6758 candace@europa.com 

VP Members Doug Huston (503) 629-8809 geometer@comcast.net 

VP Observing Matt Vartanian (503) 244-5023 matt@vartanian.net  

VP Community Affairs Padraic Ansbro (503) 349-3864 whiteowl@ansbro.com 

VP, Communications Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 m_brewster@juno.com  

Treasurer Ginny Pitts (360) 737-0569 vepitts@comcast.net 

Secretary Ken Cone  (503) 292-0920 bjnkenc@hevanet.com  

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal (503) 708-4180 gazette_ed@comcast.net 

New Member Advisor Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@comcast.net 

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedf@juno.com 

Library Director Jan Keiski 503-539-4566 jikeiski@comcast.net 

Telescope Director Jeff Henning 503-656-3041 j42h@aol.com 

Media Director Padraic Ansbro 503-349-3864 whiteowl@ansbro.com 

IDA Liaison Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 bobmcgown@comcast.net 

OSP Liaison Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Camp Hancock Liaison Glenn Graham (503) 579-1141 the.grahams@verizon.net 

Subscription Director Margaret McCrea  (503) 675-5217 mmcrea@nwlink.com 

SIG Director Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 M_brester@juno.com 

Youth Programs Director Jenny Forrester (503) 504-8070 jenny@theforrest.org 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/siteindex.htm
http://skyandtelescope.com/shopsky
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Oct 15th - Oct 17th, 2004 
 
Camp Hancock is an OMSI sponsored field station for the promotion of science education. It is located about 150 miles from 
Portland and is 2 miles east of the John Day river in Eastern Oregon in the Clarno Fossil Beds. For maps, pictures, and more 
info go to the RCA  web site or the OMSI Hancock web site. 
Camp Hancock is NOT a resort hotel; it is a rustic kid’s camp with 16 bunkhouses that sleep up to 14 people in A-frame build-
ings. The bunkhouses are one room with bunks, mattresses, limited electricity and heaters on a 60 minute timer. You will be 
sharing the bunkhouse with others. 
Lodging: 
The bunkhouses are not reserved, except by prior arrangement for medical necessity. Bring your own warm sleeping bag (it will 
be cold at night) and whatever else you need. Please inform Larry Godsey at larrygodsey@att.net or 503-675-5217, as soon as 
possible if you have special diet needs or have medical issues. One of the cabins will be set aside as a “ladies only” bunkhouse 
and one as a “men only” bunkhouse. The remaining bunkhouses are first-come and you will be sharing with others. 
There is a limited area for Tents, RVs and trailers. We’ve been usually able to provides some limited electricity to most of the 
RVs and trailers, but bring your own power cord, and be prepared to be self sufficient in case there is not enough power avail-
able. 
Meals: 
Camp Hancock offers breakfast and a sack lunch (Saturday and Sunday), and dinner (Friday and Saturday). The meals are 
served family style and everyone is expected to help with setting up, clearing the tables and doing dishes. Breakfast is served at 
9am Saturday and Sunday, with fixings put out for making a sack lunch at 10am both days. Dinner will be at 6pm on both Fri-
day and Saturday. 
Everything must be paid for with your registration before Oct 9th. Meals must be preordered and can NOT be purchased on-site. 
There are no refunds after Oct 9th. 
Breakfast - 9am - is $3.75 per person per day (Saturday & Sun-
day) 
Sack Lunch - 10am - is $3.50 per person per day (Saturday & 
Sunday) 
Dinner - 6pm - is $4.75 per person per day (Friday & Saturday) 
RVs, trailers and Tents are $8 per night per unit, not per person. 
Bunks in the A-frame bunkhouses are $14 per person per night. 
Registration: 
Mail-in registration and payment deadline is Saturday Oct 9th and 
there will be NO REFUNDS AFTER that date. We will cut off 
registration if we reach capacity of 100 people earlier. 
There is more information on the web, including an order form 
you can fill out on-screen. The information, including pictures, 
downloadable Camp Hancock information, Clarno Fossil Bed 
information, driving maps and instructions, etc. will also be found 
on the web. 
Go to “http://larrygodsey.home.att.net/hancock” for complete in-
formation and registration forms. 
Or see Larry at the September 20th meeting, or you can call Larry 
at 503-675-5217 for information and registration. 

Camp Hancock Fall Fling   (Continued from page 1) 

RCA election notice. 
The RCA nominations committee notifies the membership 
that nominations are being accepted for next year's board, 
for the following positions: 
--President 
--Vice President, Membership 
 
In addition, we will require a new: 
--Telescope Library Director.  Jeff Henning informs his 
replacement that he will be available at all meetings to act 
as assistant. 
--Photocopy Manager.  Works at OMSI to copy our paper 
materials. And possibly another position. 
 
Please contact the nominating committee: 
Debra Smith-Hirschmann 
reblwing@hevanet.com 
503-652-1825 
 
Bob McGown 
bobmcgown@comcast.net 
(503) 244-0078 
 
Thank you, 
Peter Abrahams, President 

http://larrygodsey.home.att.net/hancock%E2%80%9D
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RCA Photo Gallery 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 

Run your non-commercial astronomy related 
classified ad in the monthly Gazette.  Rates are 
reasonable (free!) 

 
WANTED:  As RCA members since the 

1970’s we ground a 6” reflector mirror at the old OMSI.  
We would appreciate anyone who may be able to help or 
provide an equatorial or Dobsonian mount .  We have the 
tube, donated by RCA. 
   Thank you, 
   Warren & Helen Fleming 
   2482 SE Mulberry Dr. 
   Portland, OR  97267 
   503-654-3720 

IC 5146 (The Cocoon Nebula)  This large faint nebula in Cyg-
nus surrounds star cluster IC 5146.  It is located at the end of a 
large dark nebula through the heart of the Milky Way.  This 
LRGB image was taken on July 11th and 16th, 2004 from For-
est Grove, OR using an ST-2000XM camera and a 10" RCOS 
Ritchey-Cretien OTA on a Losmandy G-11/Gemini mount. 
Dave Sandage <twobones1@hotmail.com>  

NGC 7023 (The Iris Nebula)  A beautiful cloud of gas and 
dust surrounding a bright star.  This LRGB image was taken 
7/23 and 7/24 of 2004 from Forest Grove, OR using an ST-
2000XM camera and a 10" RCOS Ritchey-Cretien OTA on a 
Losmandy G-11/Gemini mount. 
Dave Sandage <twobones1@hotmail.com>  

The RCA telescope workshop  
special interest group was managed by Jim 
Girard for many years.  His assistant, John Delacy, is will-
ing to assume this job.  Thanks very much, John.  But, he 
is not able to attend all telescope making workshops.  He 
needs a reliable assistant.  Contact John if you can help. 
johncdelacy@comcast.net 
 
The TM workshops will not continue without another vol-
unteer.  Any plans need to be coordinated with Dan Gray, 
owner of the shop where the  workshop meets. 
grayarea@tms-usa.com 

General Meeting (continued from page 1) 
 
Bob and Dareth spent some time visiting the great observatories on the 
Canary Islands before meeting up with fellow RCA member Maurice 
Stewart in Lugano, Switzerland to observe the transit. Tenerife and La 
Palma have fantastic locations for telescopes, one being the William 
Herschel on La Palma. They were fortunate to tour that facility which is 
just as impressive as the Keck on Mauna Kea. Bob & Dareth decided to 
watch the ingress of Venus in Lugano, jump on the train and get to Zu-
rich in time to see the egress and the Zurich observatory. It worked, as 
they crossed the Alps thanks to Switzerland's famous reliable trains. 
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Rose City Astronomers ‘Downtowner's’ Lunch 
Join us on the first Friday of each month for lunch at the Great China Seafood restaurant 
(Holidays and such may push us to the second Friday of some months, check the calen-
dar at http://www.rca-omsi.org). 
Cost is $6.50 for all-you-can-eat Chinese Buffet Lunch. 
Great China Seafood restaurant 
334 N.W. Davis, Upstairs on the 2nd floor 
Great conversation and buffet lunch. 
For more information contact: Margaret McCrea at mmcrea@nwlink.com 

JRCA is held during the summer months during the regular RCA meetings 
for kids age 5 through 12.  If you'd like to attend (or your parents would 
like you to attend), please call Jenny at (503)286-4585 or e-mail me at 
jenny@theforrest.org to RSVP.  This will make it easier for me to prepare 
for the JRCA meeting!  If you can't RSVP or you forget, don't worry about 
it - come and enjoy JRCA anyway! 
We will be studying the Laws of Physics through toys, interactive games, 
coloring sheets and other paper and pencil sheet.  There will also be lots of 
information available for you to study astronomy on your own or with a 
friend.  Standard classroom behavior is expected even though it takes place 
in the OMSI lunchroom. 
We will also be discussing a possible trip to visit a hospital to bring some 
astronomy to children who are bed-ridden.  This trip will be at least a two-
step process - an orientation meeting and then the field trip.  Parent 
involvement will be required for this, so please check with your parents 
first. 
JRCA is also looking for volunteer teachers!  If you're 13 or older and 
interested in helping kids learn about Astronomy, you'll have a wonderful 
experience working with kids ages 5 through 12 at the JRCA meetings.  If 
you're interested, please call or e-mail Jenny. 

JUNIOR ROSE CITY ASTRONOMERS 

Observing Site Committee 
To lead and coordinate efforts of the Rose City Astronomers (RCA) in securing and managing a 
variety of observing sites for private use by members, and for community outreach and special 
events organized by the RCA. 
Next Meeting: Monday, September 20, 2004—6:45 - 7:15 PM 
OMSI Auditorium (prior to regular Club meeting) 
 
Please Check http://nemoworld.com/RCA/sitehome.htm To Confirm and for more information. 
or Contact: David Nemo <david6366@msn.com> 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://nemoworld.com/RCA/sitehome.htm
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Present: 
Peter Abrahams, Padraic Ansbro, Matt Brewster, Larry 
Deal, Jeff Henning, Carol Huston, Doug Huston, Jan 
Keiski, Bob McGown, Dareth Murray, Ginny Pitts, Deb-
orah Smith-Hirshmann, Matt Vartanian 
Treasurer – Ginny:  $11,036.36 in the funds. She will start 
a new account for the site committee funds. 
Programming – Matt: The Mars Planetarium shows and 
Dave Kasnick from Nightsky 45 will be the program for 
August. Dr. Peter Ward from UW will be in September. 
Membership – Doug: 396 member families, 143 attended 
the last meeting. 
Star Parties –Matt V: August 12 - Perseid Meteors at 
Rooster Rock.  August 14th at Larch. Sept. 10-11 will be at 
the Indian Trail Springs (ITS) for an RCA Dark Sky Party. 
Community Affairs – Padraic:  Gales Creek for Diabetes 
went very well. They are so happy with us they would like 
participation from RCA tomorrow night! Padriac will send 
out a notice to the list. Tammy Creel from BPA called re a 
star party on Bake Oven Road area. She is a city commis-
sioner for Maupin. She also has suggestions for a site for 
the RCA. Padriac will forward her name to the site com-
mission. 
Sales – Sameer:  Nominal 
New Members – Carol:.Nominal 
Dark Sky Association – Bob: The IDA (via President of 
AL Robert Gent) has given us a CD with presentations on 
it in a variety of styles.  Bob also gave a short report on the 
Astrocon 2004 conference he recently attended with 
Dareth. 
AL – Dale:  Nominal 
SIGs – Matt B: Nominal 
Magazines – Margaret Campbell-McCrea: Nominal 
Editor – Larry D:. The Sept. issue of the Gazette is almost 
full! 
Library – Jan:  Nominal 
YRCA – Jenny:  Nominal 
Webmaster – Dareth: Recommended that RCA become a 
sponsor for the Clear Sky Clock. It would be $50 for one 
year. Bob McGown made a motion that RCA pay $50 to 
become a sponsor for the Clear Sky Clock, Jeff Hennings 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 
AUGUST 2, 2004  
OMSI Classroom 1  
Ken Cone 

OMSI – Peter: Space Day 2004 went very well. RCA was 
represented as well as the Mars Society, Oregon L-5, NASA, 
etc. RCA members Dareth Murray, Bob McGown, Peter 
Abrahams, Ken Cone, Tammy Ross, Tom Nathe and others. 
Peter also reported that John DeLacy would be willing to 
continue as assistant for Telescope Work Shop but if no one 
steps up to fill Jim Girard's place, the SIG will not continue. 
Telescope Library – Jeff: He will continue as Telescope Li-
brarian if no one else steps forward but his position is open. 
Bob McGown made a suggestion that the club divest itself of 
excess telescopes and only have about 6. This would make 
the position much easier to handle. 
Copying – Deborah: She will no longer fill this position after 
2004. She suggests that this position be an assistant to VP 
Membership. 
Phone line: - Dale Fenske will run the phone line for August. 
Matt V. will be on for September. 
 
New Business 
Nominating Committee: Ken Cone, Bob McGown, Deborah. 
Some discussion about Kah-Nee-Ta vs Hancock for Messier 
Marathon. It was semi-decided that Kah-Nee-Ta would 
probably be the MM for next year (both Matt's in charge) 
and Hancock the following month (April). 
Positions open for next year: President; Vice President Mem-
bership; Telescope Librarian. 

RCA LIBRARY 
The Rose City Astronomers maintains 
a comprehensive club library of astron-
omy related articles, books, CD-ROMs 
and videos. These items can be bor-
rowed by members through checkout at 
the general meetings for a period of one 
month with renewals available by 
phone or e-mail to the club library di-
rector,  

Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net)  
503-539-4566 

Visit the RCA library web page at:  
 http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm
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A Farewell to Hyakutake 
by Bob McGown 

 
 "I don't care about the naming of the comet.  If many people could enjoy that comet, that is the happiest thing for me." 

- Yuji Hyakutake, 1996  
On January 30, 1996, Yuji Hyakutake in Japan discovered a new comet using 25x150 binoculars. The comet was designated 
Comet C/1996 B2 (Hyakutake). When subsequent observations were obtained, Brian Marsden from the IAU Central Bureau was 
able to compute the comet's orbital elements, and these computations indicated that the comet would pass as close as 0.10 AU 
(9.3 million miles, 150 million kilometers) from the Earth on March 25, 1996.  
The comet was a bright naked-eye object and remained so in March, April and May in 1996. The comet had exceeded expecta-
tions, becoming the brightest comet since Comet West in 1976. Astronomers observed small fragments break off the main nu-
cleus. David Levy called Comet Hyakutake the comet of the century.  It is believed from calculations of the orbit that this comet 
was near Earth 8,000 years ago and will not return for another 14,000 years. 

I observed the comet from the Oregon Coast range. At close approach, it 
appeared to be 10 degrees in width, over 100 degrees in length and had 
a eight bladed blue and purple tail. Using the law of cosines, I calculated 
the distance and length of the tail. 
Yuji Hyakutake recently passed away at the age of 51. He was the dis-
coverer of two comets. He discovered one in his youth and one in his 
late 40’s. The Japanese astronomers called him the "Phoenix". 

Left:  Comet Hyakutake's Closest Approach  
Credit and Copyright: Herman Mikuz, Crni Vrh Observatory, Slovenia 
Image courtesy of NASA 

Telescope Workshop 

Date/Time: Saturday, September 25, 10:00 AM 
- 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 6040 N. 
Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
Contact: John DeLacy 
<johncdelacy@comcast.net> for more informa-

In from Charon, a comet came sailing 
Through the Oort cloud’s shadowed snow 
The comet’s blue ion dust was darkening 
Across the ecliptic, the disc was a halo  

 Night keepers - a thousand eyes search the sky 
The Phoenix rising and Helios’ well will send 

Hyakutake focused outward, with a sigh 
In the dark skies, saw a bladed tail to the end 

 With Fuji binos, he scanned from Japan  
A comet reflected, like a million mile meteor 
While holding a tattered star map in his hand 
He viewed the comet and deep sky’s encore 

 Yuji you have long a’ waited  
For this night’s display to begin 
Look to the sky, all who wonder 

The observing night without an end 
 Sweeping the starry fields of night 

Dancing dust reflected the cosmic shore 
Behind the dawn, shimmering starlight 
Comet found, he would ponder no more 

 

Comet Hyakutake 
By Bob McGown 

ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Thursday, September 23, 7 PM.  
Speaker/Topic: Micheal Meo  “Not Just Galileo” 
Place: Linus Pauling Complex, 3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., 
Portland. 
Contact: Bob McGown (503-244-0078) 
or Dareth Murray, (503-957-4499) for more information. 
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A SAMPLING OF TELESCOPES FOR THE AMATEUR ASTRONOMER 
By John W. Siple 

 
  There is a huge amount of equipment, both new and used (some collectible), for the stargazer to choose from.  Many instru-
ments are multi-task in their function, although some pieces of astronomical hardware are distinct and serve a specific purpose 
in observing the night sky.  For example, a Celestron Schmidt-Cassegrain can be used for visual observations of the Messier 
Objects, and a quick changeover converts it to a planetary and deep-space telescope that is camera ready. 

Far more sophisticated in design is the Unitron Model #114 60mm. f/15 (900mm.  focal length) 
alt-azimuth refractor telescope.  Unitron sold literally a ton of them, so many amateurs use this 
particular model on a regular basis.  The mounting is easy to set up, has silky-smooth controls for 
altitude and azimuth, and the mahogany tripod folds up for easy transport to and from the field.  
The finely crafted tube and fittings make these an obvious choice for the collector, and they are 
designed to last many generations.  A rotary eyepiece selector called the Unihex holds six eye-
pieces of the observer’s choice.  The longer focal length brings in close up views of Jupiter, where 
the two equatorial belts stand out prominently.  

Unitron #114—current market value $525-750, highly 
dependent upon condition and accessories present.  

The Edmund Astroscan, a 4 1/8” f/4.2 Richest-Field Telescope, has optics 
encased in a shock-resistant red plastic ball, making it an obvious choice 
for backpackers.  Grandparents may find the construction to their liking, as 
it is built to withstand the prying hands of young children.  Telescopically 
the 3° wide field allows the complete Sword of Orion (along with M42) to 
be seen in the same field of view with the supplied 28mm. RKE eyepiece, 
and this RFT is a logical choice for scanning 
large regions of The Milky Way.  
Astroscan—current secondary market value $100-150. 

Carton Optical Company (COC) is a brand name synonymous with quality. The Model No. 619-
A 60mm. f/15 equatorial refractor from the 1960’s is supplied with a beautifully cast mounting, 
slow-motion controls, superior tube assembly and focuser with a quick-release finderscope, 
wooden tripod, and hardwood carrying case.  As with all of the older Japanese imports, each 
accessory is of 0.965” diameter.  Equatorial tracking allows for extended observations of bright 
deep-sky objects that show best in small refractors, such as the Pleiades and Beehive Cluster 
M44. 
Carton Model No. 619-A—current secondary market 
value $150-225; larger aperture Cartons bring much 
higher prices because of rarity. 

The Sears Discoverer Model #6339-A (and similar models #6335 & #6344) 3” f/16 equato-
rial refractor was advertised from 1961 until 1974 for an average selling price of $200.  Ac-
quired by Sears from Tower Instruments, numerous versions including a “Professional-type 
Motorized Observatory” were available.  A mounting of almost unique form holds the gray-
colored optical tube assembly (gold and light-blue were also the norm), and custom features 
include a 40mm. finderscope with wrap-around tube clamps and a removable focuser.  Some 
but not all exhibit varying amounts of astigmatism, a result of improper centering of the 
crown and flint elements during manufacture.  However, the telescope shown at right has a 
classic star test and is one of  Sears’ finest.  Cassini’s Division in Saturn’s rings, the polar 
caps and dusky markings on Mars, and the outermost worlds of Uranus and Neptune are 
within easy reach.         Sears 3” Equatorial Refractor—current market value $325-400.  

Continued on Page 11 
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Since 1955, MDA has provided summer camp experiences for 
youngsters with neuromuscular diseases by providing an unforget-
table week at MDA Summer Camp. Campers generally say the 
week they spend at MDA camp is "the best time of our lives."  The 
Columbia/Willamette Chapter of the Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion camp program is held at Camp Arrah Wanna in Welches Ore-
gon.  The camping program offers a wide range of activities spe-
cially designed for children with limited mobility or who use a 
wheelchair, ranging from ages six to 21.  This year RCA, through 
our volunteers was able to provide a Star Party opportunity for the 
campers.  Although the skies turned cloudy the campers enjoyed 
talking about the telescopes, the stars and playing with the green 

lazers.  I would like to thank Tom Nathe and Blair Evans for sup-
porting this event.  You guys did a great job!  
Special thanks go out to Jim Reilly who was the sole provider of 
the Archbishop Howard Star Party back in May.  He handled 70 
students and guests.  The school commends him on his patience 
and knowledge.  RCA would like to thank Jim for his efforts as 
well….thanks Jim! 
About volunteer-
ing; RCA is a ser-
vice oriented or-
ganization and it is 
represented by our 

club volunteers.  It is important that as a volunteer when we com-
mit to an event we make every effort to show up and represent the 
club in a positive manner.  Even if the weather turns ugly for a star 
party commitment we can turn to our other skills to engage, edu-
cate and entertain our hosts. 

Our main hosts are 
usually students 
and parents with a genuine desire and interest in astronomy.  With 
your help as volunteers we have the opportunity to feed the flame 
of that desire and share the excitement we ourselves feel for astron-
omy.  Thanks to 
all who volunteer 
on a regular basis, 
we appreciate your 
efforts.  Also, if 
you would like 
give volunteering 
a try you will be 

surprised by the rewards you will receive by sharing your time and 
knowledge.  Contact me if you are interested in any upcoming vol-
unteer opportunities.   
Padraic Ansbro – VP Community Affairs. 

RCA MEMBERS SHOW THE STARS TO MDA CAMPERS! 
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The OPTICA b/c instrument represents the best of a class of heavily marketed 4-4.5” f/8-10 
Newtonian Reflectors.  The OPTICA b/c version is rare; the pier- mounted scope with motor 
drive sold for $196.00 (with electric drive, $271.00) in the mid-1960’s, a very tidy sum back 
then, and few advertisements ever appeared for it in Sky and Telescope (see page 108 of the 
August, 1967 issue for details).  Close though yet cheaper alternatives were Tasco’s Model 
11TE-5 and Orion’s Space Probe 4.5” Reflector.  OPTICA b/c telescopes are known for 
high standards of mechanical and optical excellence, and the 4” lives up to expectations 
(some of its competitors used mirrors that were definitely poor).  Using a low power eye-
piece the pictured scope gives a view that encompasses the entire Andromeda Galaxy along 
with its two companion galaxies M32 and M110.  When scanning the skies at higher magni-
fication the planetary nebulae NGC 6543 (“Cat’s Eye”), NGC 6826 (“Blinking Planetary”), 
and NGC 7662 (“Blue Snowball”) are easy to pick out. 

                         

OPTICA b/c Reflector—secondary market 
value approximately $250-350.  Much 
scarcer is the pier-mounted 6” telescope.  

 The mainstay of amateurs everywhere was the rugged RV-6, a 6” f/8 Newtonian, 
which was sold for many decades by Criterion Mfg. Co. of Hartford, Connecticut.  
Qualified observers have variously described the optical characteristics as between 
great and superb.  The equatorial mounting is very sturdy with an encased electric 
motor drive.  In this telescope the globular star clusters M13 and M5 start to resolve 
into individual stars, and many of the brighter galaxies with Messier numbers acquire 
a visual distinctiveness of their own.  Jupiter displays a wealth of fine detail, and The 
Crepe Ring of Saturn is plainly seen. 
Criterion RV-6 Newtonian—current market value $400-600. 

Representative of a tremendous number of Dobsonians being distributed 
throughout the world, the Coulter 8” f/4.5 holds its own with surprisingly 
good, lightweight construction and fine optics. The larger light-gathering 
power of this small “light bucket” brings into view the Veil Nebula 
(incredible vistas with an Oxygen OIII filter), and under dark skies The 
Herschel I List can be completed. Globular star clusters such as M22 in Sag-
ittarius show as compressed layers of uncountable stars. 

Coulter 8” Odyssey—current value $200-250.  

The orange-colored sandcast C-8 from 1980 is a world-class instrument.  
Older instruments are known for their superbly figured optical systems, and 
the primitive spur gear RA drive, though lacking in advanced internal elec-
tronics with periodic error correction that characterize today’s Celestrons, 
can allow the observer to take publishable astrophotographs.  A wide range 
of accessories are available to modify the basic instrument package, such as 
zero image shift focusers, off-axis guiders, and drive correctors.  Most re-
cently CCD technology records a world of digital images showing faint 
deep-sky objects in just a matter of minutes. 

 Celestron C-8—older orange models from the early 1980’s 
bring $425-700 or more, but the price realized is really 
dependent upon any extra photographic accessories included.  

A SAMPLING OF TELESCOPES  Continued from Page 9 
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

September 2004____________ ____________________________ 
Sept 6 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Sept 20 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7:30pm 
Sept 23 Thu Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
 
October 2004____________ ____________________________ 
Oct 4 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Oct 18 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7:30pm 
Oct 21 Thu Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
 
 

 
 
The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

September 2004 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

