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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 
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Spacescapes...Nightscapes 
A Visual Exploration Of The Night And Beyond 

Presented by John Foster 

All are Welcome!  Monday August 21 
Social Gathering: 7 pm.  Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location: OMSI Planetarium 

Artist and photographer John Foster presents slides of nocturnal 
vistas photographed during travels throughout the western U.S. and 
journeys through space and time via his artwork.  If time and dis-
tance didn’t matter where would you go? Through artistic media 
one is free to move about the universe. 

John Foster has been the contract planetarium artist for OMSI 
since 1983 and has done freelance work for many years. His clients 
have included NASA, The National Science Foundation, Na-
tional Geographic ,The Planetary Society, Sky and Telescope, 
Astronomy, and many others. His award –winning images appear 
routinely in publications worldwide. 

http://www.astroleague.org


©Copyright 2006  The Rose City Astronomers  All Rights Reserved.           Page 2 

An Interesting Phenomena 
How many times have you heard, “How can you 
live and observe in the Pacific Northwest with all of 
that rain?  That must be hard.”?  Well, I have uncov-
ered some interesting statistics from my landscaping 
hobby that I’d like to share with you. 
Our major observing season spans from May 
through October (not that we don’t observe during 
the other months – May through October are just 
more major for observing outings).  The United 
States (the lower 48) is divided pretty much in half 
by the 100th meridian.  In the gardening world, the 
land east of the 100th meridian is considered “the 
wet east”, while everything west of the 100th merid-

ian is considered “the arid west”.  I never thought 
I’d hear Portland and Seattle being termed “arid”, 
but those two cities fall into the arid west category.  
Average rainfalls in the arid west from May through 
October are:  Seattle – 10.42; Portland – 9.8; San 
Francisco – 7.95; Los Angeles -- .86; Boise – 4.15; 
Salt Lake City – 6.11; and Billings – 8.78.  The 
much wetter east average rainfalls from May 
through October are:  Omaha – 21.72; Dallas – 16.4; 
St. Louis – 18.47; Chicago – 20.02; Atlanta – 21.27; 
Cleveland – 18.91; Boston – 19.57; New York – 
21.32; and Miami – 43.89.  Note that the wettest 
city in the west has less rainfall than the driest city 
in the east – for six months out of the year! 
These statistics should give you a satisfactory retort 
to the “all of that rain” type of comments you may 
ever hear!  Enjoy your summer – even with this 
heat.  

RCA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and 
Astronomy magazines. The RCA 
member rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year. 
The RCA member rate for 
Astronomy magazine is $34 for one 
year or $60 for two years. For more 
information go to the RCA web site 
and click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, 503-675-
5217, Subscription Coordinator, will 
be taking renewals and new 
subscriptions at the Magazine Table 
before General Meetings. Please 
make checks out to “RCA” and 
allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed.  

Club Officers 
President Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@comcast.net 

Past President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

VP Membership Ken Hose (503) 591-5585 khose@comcast.net 

VP Observing Matt Vartanian (503) 244-5023 matt@vartanian.net  

VP Community Affairs Jeff Sponaugle (503) 590-5522 jsponaugle@kryptiq.com 

VP, Programming Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 renaissant@comcast.net  

Treasurer Ed Epp (503) 284-5834 epp@zdome.net 

Secretary Andy Phelps (503) 408-1758  aphelps@spiritone.com  

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal (503) 708-4180 gazette_ed@comcast.net  

New Member Advisor Jim Reilly (503).493-2386 jimrpdx@granitic.net  

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedw@msn.com  

Library Director Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566 jikeiski@comcast.net 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde (503) 629-5475 gfrohde@yahoo.com 

Observing Site Director David Nemo  (503) 224-6366 david@nemoworld.com 

Media Director Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

IDA Liaison Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 bobmcgown@comcast.net 

OSP Liaison Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Subscription Director Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

SIG Director Ken Cone 503-292-0920  kcone@hevanet.com 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski 503-539-4566  jikeiski@comcast.net 

Youth Programs Director Jenny Forrester (503) 504-8070 jenny@theforrest.org 

President’s Message    
August 2006... 
By Carol Huston  
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A SAMPLING OF TELESCOPES FOR THE AMATEUR ASTRONOMER—PART 16 
By John W. Siple 

Unitron’s original yoke-style Model 150 4-inch f/15 altazimuth refractor telescope was 
introduced in April 1953 for $465. The streamlined 4-inch altazimuth long-focus re-
fractor, at half the weight (and cost) of their giant 100 lb. equatorial No. 152, was a 
popular alternative for those wishing for quality optics in a more manageable tele-
scope. Unitron’s Model 150 altazimuth mounting has a very workable swept-fork 
form, where the telescope optical tube rides on trunnions for vertical movement. Mo-
tions in both altitude and azimuth are silky smooth, and the telescope can be used in 
either terrestrial or astronomical mode with equal ease. To facilitate tracking of astro-
nomical objects in azimuth, an auxiliary manual slow motion control was added in 
February 1956. The example pictured at left has been modified by the author to resem-
ble Clark’s Type T design; a hinged cradle sandwiched between the fork arms permits 
easy removal of the tube assembly and the tube can be moved longitudinally for the 
best balance position. 

This Unitron product, the choice of leading universities and active amateur astrono-
mers the world over, was repeatedly advertised on the outside back cover of Sky & 
Telescope magazine throughout the mid-to-late 1950s and early ’60s. From May 1967 
to September 1970, the reader was given an added treat: Sky & Telescope began pub-
lishing a monthly series of articles entitled “A Messier Album” by accomplished visual 
observer John H. Mallas and astrophotographer Evered Kreimer. Detailed observations 
and drawings of all 110 Messier objects were made by Mr. Mallas through his 4-inch 
Unitron Photo-Equatorial refractor, the same optical system used for the Model 150. 
The clarity and definition of celestial wonders as viewed through a 4-inch Unitron is 
demonstrated fully by browsing through the pages of those articles (The Messier Al-
bum, a collection of all 41 installments, has been reprinted several times by Sky Pub-
lishing Corporation). 

Peter Taylor Quidley’s (1945) intriguing artwork “Balloons,” circa 
1986. The 1950s era Model 150 refractor is used as a prop in this Cape 
Cod painting. Note the Unitron telescope’s brass tube assembly, typical  
of earlier manufacture (the original overlying enamel has been re-
moved). 

++For absolutely safe solar observation it is highly recommended 
that a modern, commercial Mylar filter or similar be employed. 

Advertisement from the UNITRON ASTRONOMICAL 
TELESCOPES Including the New OBSERVER’S 
GUIDE. ©1958, United Scientific Co. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Telescope Sampling 16    (Continued from page 3) 

Unitron 4-inch inner objective lens cells marked D100mm and 
D102mm—the font spacing and size is slightly different. 

Image of Campbell’s Hydrogen Star by Al Kelly using a Starlight 
Express MX916 and a 32" f/4 Newtonian.  

Image of M27 courtesy Jack Newton Arizona Sky Village.  

The heart of the Unitron optical system is an air-spaced, achromatic 
objective lens that is fully corrected for spherical and chromatic aber-
ration and for coma. The precisely machined anodized aluminum cell 
holding this precious commodity is marked with the focal length 
(1500mm) and the aperture. 4-inch lenses made in Unitron’s early 
history, used on both altazimuth and equatorial telescopes, are con-
sidered some of the best in the industry and have a D100mm inscrip-
tion. Those marked D102mm were used on telescopes from the late 
fifties onward. The telescope manufacturer’s literature states that:  

An opportunity for testing the 4-inch Unitron’s ability to discern stel-
lar-like planetary nebulae is offered by hunting the incredibly rich star 
fields of Cygnus for PK64+5.1, also known as Campbell’s Hydrogen 
Star. A tiny 8" planetary hovering at visual magnitude 11.3 and with a 
dominant central star (mag. 10.03) of the Wolf-Rayet classification, 
this object blends-in with the other stars of the Milky Way. It is found 
just 2.6° northeast of the Northern Cross’s famous colorful double 
star Albireo.  A trick to locating the nebula is its light reddish-orange 

hue, which becomes more obvious in bigger instruments with their 
greater light-gathering power. Contrary to what other observers’ logs 
might suggest for such a moderate-size refractor in finding this small, 
difficult object, the position of Campbell’s Hydrogen Star was 
quickly pinpointed in the 4-inch Unitron using a 35mm Panoptic eye-
piece (43x). Examining this stellar powerhouse and possible future 
supernova with powers ranging from 79x to 312x, little change in 
appearance was observed by increasing the magnification—a bright 
central star displaying a perfectly circular, hazy outer envelope with 
only a very gradual increase in apparent size. In Astronomy & Space 
magazine (September 2002, page 32), experienced visual amateur 
astronomer Susan Delaney mentions:  

“UNITRON”S achromatic objectives are designed to meet 
the most exacting requirements of the professional astrono-
mer.  Exclusive lens formulae, use of the newest types of 
optical glass, painstaking care in manufacture—these are 
some of the ingredients of a UNITRON objective.”  

“When compared to nearby field stars at 92x in an 18"       
Newtonian, this almost stellar-like object appeared as a 
bright, mag. 10, deep orange-red star with a small, faint, 
orange-tinged diffuse glow. When the magnification was 
increased to 170x and 227x, a small disk of uniform bright-
ness was clearly visible, however, its pale orange tinge was 
lost. It did not respond to the UHC or OIII filters at any 
power. According to other visual observers, this object re-
sponds favourably to an H-beta filter.” 

The fabulous Dumbbell Nebula M27 (NGC 6853) in Vulpecula is a 
favorite object that is returned to again and again in observing ses-
sions during clear summer night skies. M27 is found 3.3° due north 
of Gamma Sagittae, the tip of the arrow in that constellation, em-
bedded in a star strewn portion of the heavens. Spanning an impres-
sive 8' X 5.7' in size, only exceeded in dimension by the Helix Neb-
ula in Aquarius, the closest planetary nebula, the Dumbbell is an 
easy target in all amateur telescopes. In a 20mm Nagler (75x), this 
7.3 magnitude puff of misty light is oriented NNE-SSW, and has a 
very noticeable bright patch on the western side of the SSW lobe. 
The hourglass-shaped Dumbbell Nebula exhibits a soft greenish 
glow that is the result of the illuminating central star, a very hot 
(85,000° K) bluish dwarf whose ultraviolet radiation causes the 
rarified gas to fluoresce. An Oxygen-III filter intensifies the view of 
the entire nebula complex. However, the magnitude 13.8 central star 
was just beyond the threshold limit for the 4-inch Unitron and was 
not seen.  

The two truncated cones of M27 have given rise to a variety of 
monikers, some outlandish, since their discovery on July 12, 1764 
by Charles Messier: hourglass, celestial pillow, apple-core, bowtie, 
cotton-reel, etc. What is your impression of M27 through the eye-
piece?  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Telescope Sampling 16    (Continued from page 4) 

Image by Scott Tucker/www.darkskyimages.com. 

Image of NGC 6572 courtesy Bruce Bodner/Adam 
Block/ NOAO/AURA/NSF.  

Bounded by the glowing coils of the Veil Nebula to the northeast, the 
Dumbbell to the southwest and the full glory of the Northern Cross to 
the north is the galactic star cluster NGC 6940. Shining at a bright 
integrated magnitude 6.3 and with an impressive diameter of 31', this 
swarm of over 100 suns is a logical target for richest-field telescopes. 
NGC 6940 has the majority of its members fixed squarely in the 11th 
to 12th magnitude bracket, making the cluster accessible to a variety 
of other amateur equipment from dark-sky locations. The 4-inch Uni-
tron refractor also provides a memorable view in a Tele Vue 32mm 
Wide Field ocular (47x), where the cluster appears as a mildly concen-
trated, detached portion of the Milky Way.  A caveat is the sheer rich-
ness of the Summer Milky Way in that region of the sky—NGC 6940 
tends to blend-in with the background stars, which can make identifi-
cation somewhat difficult (see the magnificent photo of the Cygnus 
Milky Way above—NGC 6940 is the small fuzzy spot at the very 
bottom center of the frame). The semiregular variable star FG 
Vulpeculae, ruby red in color and with a magnitude range of 9.0-9.5 
over an 80 day period, is clearly visible in the Unitron refractor at the 
cluster’s center.  

Undoubtedly, this sprinkling of star dust would be far more impressive 
if it were found at the same distance as the Pleiades or Beehive Clus-
ter, but a location 2,500 light years away has appreciably dimmed the 
light of its stars. This open star cluster’s plotted location and high 
NGC number on star atlases can be viewed as one of an outpost, the 
last vestige of summer’s treasure horde of celestial gold before the 
great constellations of Autumn wheel into position with their myriad 
offerings for telescopic  enjoyment.     

Resembling some kind of strange, giant gaseous baseball hit 
around in a cosmic stadium, the planetary nebula NGC 6572, at 
magnitude 8.1, is the brightest of its class in the constellation 
Ophiuchus. At 224x, this bizarre-looking object shines with an 
intense bluish light in the Unitron 4-inch refractor, and has a defi-
nite N-S orientation. A magnitude 9.5 field star lies just 3.7' to the 
immediate east, and is a recommended aid for getting the proper 
focus of your telescope on NGC 6572’s diminutive 15" X 12" 
elliptical disk. 

Astronomer James Mullaney, in Celestial Harvest—300-Plus 
Showpieces Of The Heavens For Telescope Viewing & Contempla-
tion, with a sense of light-hearted observing humor, says:  

“The very dim central star is all-but-invisible–at least 
partly due to the high surface brightness of the engulfing 
nebulosity – an interesting twist to the phrase ‘light pol-
lution’.” 

As with Campbell’s Hydrogen Star and numerous other planetary 
nebulae populating our Galaxy, the central star of NGC 6572 
(mag. 12.88) is a massive, hot, evolved sun of the Wolf-Rayet 
type. These luminous stars are characterized by intense stellar 
winds, and may eventually form exotic collapsars in their evolu-
tionary history, sending out strong gamma-ray bursts as they form 
black holes.  

Unitron’s 4-inch Model 150 presented the consumer with portabil-
ity, easy terrestrial pointing, quality optics, and all in a package of 
less than fifty pounds. (The popular 1972 catalogue shows the 
mounting redesigned to a counterweighted configuration with de-
tachable cradle—this same unit was offered for a short period of 
time in the late 1980s as a mounting option on VERNONscope’s 
famous 130mm f/8 Brandon line.) These old yoke-style Model 150 
Unitron refractors are extremely collectable. They make wonderful 
props for modern artwork, backdrops for planetarium exhibits, 
grace the dens of serious collectors, and of course are used for 
probing the heavens. Normally a complete instrument in good 
operating condition can realize $1,400-1,700 on the secondary 
market, but there have been some recent sales of around $2,100 for 
sterling examples with the scarcer 1950s 100mm doublet objec-
tives.  
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THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

M57, The Ring Nebula. 

This wonderful object has been a favorite of amateur astrono-
mers for centuries. It’s especially appealing in late summer 
when it’s near the zenith soon after the sky gets dark, and also 
because it’s one of the easiest deep sky objects to locate being 
almost exactly halfway between gamma and beta Lyrae, two 
obvious naked eye stars. Through almost any size telescope it 
can be seen as a ghostly but sharply defined oval and in all but 
the smallest scopes the central hole is obvious. Its central star 
is a different mater… 

The Ring is one of the relatively rare deep sky objects that take 
high magnification well, and so has been the given as much 
attention by amateurs for observing its distinctive nebulosity 
as for spotting its elusive central star. A high magnification 
view of the Ring through a large scope is practically required 
at summer star parties, and the promise of seeing the central 
star will form a line for hours. It’s a great sight and if you 
haven’t had the pleasure yet I highly recommend treating your-
self next time the opportunity presents itself. 

So what is this amazing object and why is shaped like a ring 
(or a donut or a Cheerio, etc…). How was it discovered? Who 
really found it first?  

The Ring Nebula was actually first seen by Antoine Darquier 
de Pellepoix from southern France with a 64mm refractor 
while observing a comet in late January 1779. He wrote:  

“Nebula between gamma and beta Lyrae; it is very 
dull, but perfectly outlined; it is as large as Jupiter & 
resembles a planet which is fading.” 

The Ring was the second planetary nebula discovered - the 
Dumbbell was first in 1764, by Messier – and it’s a possibility 
that Darquier’s description gave rise to the term “planetary 
nebula” for this class of objects.  

Charles Messier’s description of the Ring Nebula, which he 
independently discovered just a few days after Darquier while 
observing the same comet is rather different:  

“A cluster of light between Gamma & Beta Lyrae, 
discovered when looking for the Comet of 1779, 
which has passed it very close: it seems that this 
patch of light, which is round, must be composed of 
very small stars: with the best telescopes it is impossi-
ble to distinguish them; there stays only a suspicion 
that they are there.” He probably used a 90mm re-
fractor for this observation. 

It’s interesting that neither Darquier or Messier mentioned the 
dark center but their discoveries are a fascinating echo of the 
recent very close passage to the Ring of comet Schwassmann-
Wachmann 3, fragment C, this past May. 

William Herschel had a history of observations of the Ring 
and his well deserved reputation as one of the best visual ob-
servers of all time makes them fascinating reading  (telescope 
descriptions are the focal lengths of his scopes): 

1782: “7 foot telescope. I suspect it to consist of very 
small stars; in the middle it seems to be dark."  

1783: “10 foot telescope. With 130x it seems to be a rim 
of stars, but with 350x there remains a doubt. It is a 
little oval; the dark place in the middle is also oval; 
one side of the bright margin is a little narrower than 
the other."  

1784: “20 foot telescope. It is an oval with a dark place 
within; the light is resolvable. 240x showed several 
small stars near, but none that seems to belong to it. 
It is near 2 minutes in diameter."  

1785: “A perforated Nebula, or Ring of Stars. Among 
the curiosities of the heavens should be placed a neb-
ula, that has a regular, concentric, dark spot in the 
middle, and is probably a Ring of stars. It is of an 
oval shape, the shorter axis being to the longer as 
about 83 to 100; so that, if the stars form a circle, its 
inclination to a line drawn from the sun to the center 
of this nebula must be about 56 degrees. The light is 
of the resolvable kind [i.e., mottled], and in the north-
ern side three very faint stars may be seen, as also 
one or two in the southern part. The vertices of the 
longer axis seem less bright and not so well defined 
as the rest. There are several small stars very near, 
but none seems to belong to it. It is the 57th of the 
Connoissance des Temps.” (or as we know it, M57 in 
Messier's catalog). 

1805: “large 10 foot telescope. By a meridian passage 
of 7 seconds of sidereal time, the diameter is 1' 
28".4." By the observation with the 20 feet telescope, 
the profundity of the stars of which it probably con-
sists must be of higher than 900th order; perhaps 
950.” 

The central star was discovered in 1800 by German astrono-
mer Friedrich van Hahn with a 20 foot focal length scope. I’m 
surprised Herschel didn’t see it first because he was such a 
careful observer and was almost convinced the Ring itself was 
made of stars anyway, so he was no doubt trying his best to 
resolve individual stars. This is more a tribute to how difficult 
an observation the central star can be and how much observing 
conditions play a part. Herschel was probably just unlucky 
with less than ideal seeing conditions. Even so, his 1784 obser-
vation claims he resolved the Ring into stars, but that’s an un-
fortunate side effect of his belief that all nebulous objects con-
sisted of stars. It’s also a good reminder to not always believe 
what you think you see. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Ring exists because its formally Sun-sized central star 
ejected its outer layers into space while turning itself into a 
white dwarf. The white dwarf star, now 100,000 K hot, ionizes 
its former stellar atmosphere exciting it to glow in visible 
light. The three dimensional shape of the Ring is probably 
much like the Dumbbell and Eta Carinae nebulae – a bi-polar, 
hourglass shaped nebula that appears two-lobed from the side 
but ring-like and mostly dark from either end. The center of 
the Ring is actually filled with nebulosity but since it emits 
mostly UV light we see it as dark. With the Ring we’re lucky 
to get this end-on view but I suspect it would be a showpiece 
object no matter what angle we saw it from.  

(Continued from page 6) 

M27, ESO 8.2 meter VLT photo  
Courtesy European Southern Observatory (ESO)  

Eta Carinae, HST photo  
Courtesy Jon Morse (U of Colorado), and NASA  

A few things to look for the next time you observe the Ring: 

• Note the overall elliptical shape of the perimeter 
of the Ring, but also the almost circular perime-
ter of the dark central hole.  

M57, 20” f5 sketch 

• Look for the longer ends of the nebula to appear 
slightly fainter and less well defined. 

• Can you detect the faint nebulosity in the central 
hole? Compare its brightness to the sky outside 
the Ring. If you detect something, can you see 
any shape to it? 

• For those with exceptional color sensitivity, can 
you detect a color difference between the outer 
and inner edges of the nebula? 

• To see the central star you’ll need magnifications 
of at least 300x but preferably more. I’ve found I 
can usually start to see it well in steady seeing 
conditions around 400x but higher powers give a 
more definite view.  Steady seeing and some 
patience will also be needed because this star will 
come across as very small and faint. The smallest 
scope I’ve heard of anyone using to see the cen-
tral star is 12” (diameter, that is) but a 15” and up 
scope is needed for most of us. Bigger is defi-
nitely better in this case. If you can see it, do you 
get an impression of color? 

• For those with scopes 20 inches and larger, you 
have a chance to see the second star within the 
dark central area. Again, you’ll need exceptional 
conditions as it’s  much more difficult than the 
central star to see. This star is a chance alignment 
and I don’t know if it’s in front of or behind the 
Ring.  

I hope we all get for our best view ever of the Ring this sum-
mer, but keep looking regardless. This one is worth repeated 
viewing not just over the years but also during the course of a 
single night, especially if sky conditions improve.  
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Rose City Astronomers ‘Downtowner's’ Lunch 
Join us on the first Friday of each month for lunch at a great downtown restaurant 
(Holidays and such may push us to the second Friday of some months, check the calendar 
at  http://www.rca-omsi.org). 
The location is announced on the RCA general email discussion list.  Information on how 
to join this list is at http://www.rca-omsi.org/emaillists.htm 
Always great conversation and food. 
For more information contact: Margaret McCrea at mmcrea@nwlink.com 

Photo by Jan Keiski 

RCA LIBRARY 
The Rose City Astronomers maintains a comprehensive 
club library of astronomy related articles, books, CDs 
and videos. These items can be borrowed by members 
through checkout at the general meetings for a period of 
one month with renewals available by 
phone or e-mail to the club library 
director, Jan Keiski.  
The RCA library is constantly grow-
ing through many donations and the 
purchase of new materials. A listing 
of library materials (PDF format) can 
be found at the library web page: 
http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 

Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net) 
503-539-4566 

Your RCA membership is active through June 30, 
2006.  Please renew your membership for the year 
July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007.   

You may renew your 
membership for $24 at the 
August 21st RCA General 
Meeting or by mail.  Send to:   
RCA Membership, OMSI, 
1945 S.E. Water Ave., 
Portland, OR  97214. 

Make check payable to: RCA.  
Thank you for your support 
and participation. 

2006-2007 MEMBERSHIP  
RENEWAL 

Discovery and crew land safely after a successful mission (STS-121) at 9:14 am. (EDT) on July 17, 2006  
Courtesy NASA. 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm
http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org/emaillists.htm
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President Carol Huston called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM. 
Present: Carol Huston, Matt Vartanian, Larry Godsey, Sameer 
Ruiwale, Ken Hose, Ken Cone, Greg Rohde, Ed Epp, Jan Keiski, 
David Nemo, Patton Echols, Matt Brewster, Dareth Murray. 
Board Reports 
• Secretary’s Report – Andy Phelps represented by Ken Cone:  

Quorum (11) met with 13 voting members present.   
• Treasurer’s Report – Ed Epp: Ed passed out the quarterly/end 

of year report showing budget versus actual.  Club assets are 
$22,020.05 with $8,952 earmarked for the Site Fund.  The 
savings on this year’s expenditures resulted from reducing 
paper distribution of the Rosette Gazette.  Income is mainly 
from membership dues and merchandise sold at the sales ta-
ble.   

• VP Programming – Matt Brewster: This month (July), Fabio 
Governato from U of W will present a talk on galaxy model-
ing in the planetarium.  The speaker for August is Eric Egal, 
also from U of W. 

• VP Observing – Matt Vartanian:  There will be two star par-
ties in July.  Last weekend’s star party was great. 

• VP Community Affairs – Jeff Sponaugle: Absent. 
• VP Membership – Ken Hose: Membership renewals = 50, 

new members = 2, member families = 142.  June dues re-
ceived $1276. 

• New Member Advisor – Jim Reilly: Absent. 
• Media Director – Patton Echols:  No report 
• Sales – Sameer Ruiwale: No sales in June; both Sameer and 

Ken were on vacation. 
• Book Library – Jan Keiski: new Messier Marathon book by 

Don Machholz.  OMSI star party was popular with lots of 
questions asked about RCA. 

• Telescope Library – Greg Rohde:   The 8" Hardin dob is a 
new donation to the club. It is "new in box" condition and 
replaces Telescope #6 (blue box kite 10" Dob) which will be 
rebuilt at the ATM workshop. 

• IDA – Bob McGown: Absent. 
• Magazine Subscriptions – Larry Godsey: $285.80 for June 

receipts. 
• Webmaster – Dareth Murray: The web site includes a form for 

new member renewal, info about Trout Lake star party, plus a 
new section for beginner’s on the main page.  The club now 
owns the URL  “rosecityastronomers.org” 

• Site Committee – David Nemo:   started raffle last month, 
McMenamins Grand Lodge 45+ telescopes site committee 
took in a $500 plus $220 merchandise, a great success. 

• SIGs – Ken Cone:  no report 
• OMSI – Carol and Jan:  Will get the tri-fold for OMSI store. 
• Gazette Editor and Alcor: Absent. 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
July 10, 2006 
OMSI Parker Room 
Ken Cone for Andy Phelps 

Old Business 
• Action Item:  Dave and Bob to work up guidelines for lifetime 

membership. Develop guidelines for targeting donations – 
property, cash, and acknowledging donors.  Tabled for now. 

• Phone Line Report:  June 6 through July 10:  Greg Rhode:  
Helped a new member with his scope. 

• July 11 through August 7: Patton Echols 
• August 8 through September 11:______________________ 
New Business 

• ALCON Committee Report:  Dareth gave summary meeting 
minutes.  Some committees still need leaders such as mer-
chandise, youth activities, and others.  Contact Dareth if you 
can help. 

• RCA’s e-list versus forum. Several months ago, Jeff Spo-
naugle offered to explore an on-line forum format for RCA 
interaction and group focus.   Carol will connect with Jeff for 
him to follow through on that review.  MOTION: David 
moved to authorize up to $500 to retain counsel for the pur-
pose of discouraging others from using the RCA name 
“rosecityastronomers”.   Dareth seconded.  Passed unani-
mously. 

• Greg proposed a generic RCA business card that all board 
members could use to pass out at public star parties and for 
general use with people asking questions.  He will work with 
Jan to set up some personalized versions for the two of them, 
as well as a generic design so each board member can add 
their personal information as needed. 

• Discussion of RCA outreach: VP of Community Affairs 
should track all presentations made by RCA members at 
schools, clubs, and other outreach opportunities.  Any board 
member giving a presentation or star party needs to get that 
information to Jeff.  The AL now has a national award for 
public outreach and we want to make sure that we are re-
cording all of the activities for which we volunteer. 

• Carol suggested we need to start thinking about the election 
process which formally begins in August.  This would include 
the positions of President, VP of Membership, VP of Observ-
ing, VP of Community Affairs, VP of Communications, 
Treasurer, and Secretary.  The appointed directorships would 
not be included. 

• Carol presented an issue posed from a non-RCA member who 
was requesting access to the members-only e-list without join-
ing RCA.  The board decided that there were several club 
activities that, for specific reasons, were made available to the 
general public and there were several club activities that were 
available to members only, with the e-list being available to 
members only.  Carol to communicate back to the requester. 

• Several months ago, Jeff Sponaugle offered to explore a fo-
rum format for RCA interaction and groups focus.   Carol will 
connect with Jeff for him to follow through on that review.  
MOTION: David moved to authorize up to $500 to retain 
counsel for the purpose of discouraging others from using the 
RCA name “rosecityastronomers”.   Dareth seconded.  Passed 
unanimously. 
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

September 2006________________________________________ 
Sep 1 Fri Downtowner’s Lunch  Noon 
Sep 2 Sat OMSI Autumnal Equinox Rooster Rock S.P. 
Sep 9 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Sep 11 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom1 7pm 
Sep 18 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Planetarium 7:30pm 
Sep 21 Thurs Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
Sep 22-24 Fri-Sun RCA Star Party Indian Trail Springs 

August 2006___________________________________________ 
Aug 4 Fri Downtowner’s Lunch  Noon 
Aug 5 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Aug 7 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Aug 12 Sat OMSI Persied Meteor Watch Rooster Rock S. P.  
Aug 19 Sat RCA Star Party White River Canyon 
Aug 24-27 Th-Su Oregon Star Party Indian Trail Springs 
Aug 21 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Planetarium 7:30pm 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

