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RCA is a member of the 
Astronomical League. 

http://www.astroleague.org 

All are Welcome!  Monday July 16 
Social Gathering: 7 pm.  Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location: OMSI Planetarium 
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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

The Mysterious Frontiers of Our Universe, 
BIG and small 

Presented by Professor James Brau 

Jim Brau is Knight Professor of Natural Science and physics professor 
at the University of Oregon. 

RCA JULY 16 GENERAL MEETING 

One hundred years ago, Einstein revolutionized physics with a 
number of seminal publications.  His revolutionary ideas inspired the search for 
a unified theory of Nature's forces, a theme for leading physics research 
throughout the 20th Century.  That research revealed an understanding of Na-
ture and the Universe that is powerful and predictive, but incomplete. 

Dr. Brau will discuss development of our understanding of the microworld of 
particle physics, the role of large particle colliders, and connections to our un-
derstanding of the cosmology of our mysterious universe, at a level accessible to 
the general audience. 

Please join the Rose City Astronomers on Monday July 16th for Dr. Brau’s 
rousing presentation on the frontier of modern science.  Dr. Brau received his 
Physics PhD from MIT, and is a native of the Pacific NW. 

http://www.astroleague.org
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RCA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and 
Astronomy magazines. The RCA 
member rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year. 
The RCA member rate for 
Astronomy magazine is $34 for one 
year or $60 for two years. For more 
information go to the RCA web site 
and click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, 503-675-
5217, Subscription Coordinator, will 
be taking renewals and new 
subscriptions at the Magazine Table 
before General Meetings. Please 
make checks out to “RCA” and 
allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed.  

Club Officers 
President Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@comcast.net 

Past President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

VP Membership Ken Hose (503) 591-5585 khose@comcast.net 

VP Observing Matt Vartanian (503) 244-5023 matt@vartanian.net  

VP Community Affairs Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

VP, Programming Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 renaissant@comcast.net  

Treasurer Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

Secretary Andy Phelps (503) 408-1758  aphelps@spiritone.com  

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal (503) 708-4180 gazette_ed@comcast.net  

New Member Advisor Jim Reilly (503).493-2386 jim-lorien@granitic.net  

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedw@msn.com  

Library Director Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566 jikeiski@comcast.net 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde (503) 629-5475 gfrohde@yahoo.com 

Observing Site Director David Nemo  (503) 224-6366 david@nemoworld.com 

Media Director Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

IDA Liaison Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 bobmcgown@comcast.net 

OSP Liaison Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Subscription Director Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

SIG Director Tom Nathe (503) 641-3235  tmnathe@verizon.net 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566  jikeiski@comcast.net 

Youth Programs Director Jenny Forrester (503) 504-8070 jenny@theforrest.org 

President’s Message 
By Carol Huston  

Your RCA Membership Dollars at Work 

Your Rose City Astronomers board members meet once a 
month to review programs and activities for the club. These are 
members, just like everyone else, that have chosen to volunteer 
their time to helping make this astronomy club fun, rewarding, 
and successful for all members. One of the things the board 
does is determine how to best spend the club’s money to sup-
port the activities that most benefit the membership and the 
club direction. As an example here are some of the things the 
board budgeted for our membership dollars for this coming 
year’s programs: 

For income, RCA receives $24 per membership which brings 
in about $7200 in dues each year. Our club accounts earn inter-
est of about $200 per year. RCA sold some old telescope 
equipment last year which added $2200 to the coffers. 

For expenditures, RCA has budgeted this year about $9000 to 
run all of the club operations. This includes website fee and 
maintenance, communications supplies, program and speaker 
costs, newsletter publication and mailing, printing for Interna-

tional Dark Sky Association and membership materials, library 
purchases and maintenance, telescope library purchases and 
maintenance, star party expenses, special interest groups, and 
Junior RCA. Also included are dues for association member-
ships which include our memberships in the Astronomical 
League as well as the International Dark Sky Association. Ad-
ditionally we also have insurance premiums, legal fees, and 
miscellaneous administrative costs (awards, copying, paper, 
etc.). 

Some of RCA’s programs that are a benefit to members are 
self-sustaining, and board members work very hard to make 
them happen. One of these is the magazine subscription pro-
gram where members receive sizable discounts on Astronomy 
magazine and Sky & Telescope magazine. Monetarily, this 
program is a wash to RCA’s budget. Another self-sustaining 
program is the sales table. Our club purchases materials for 
sale, and then sells these items to club members at a sizable 
discount from other retail sources. The intention is not to make 
a lot of money for the treasury with these sales; the focus is to 

(Continued on page 10) 
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emembrances of years past conjures up images of 
dark  suburban   skies   and   views  through  that 
first truly  good  telescope.  Backyard  astronomy 
was  dominated  during  the  1960s and early ’70s 

by such equipment suppliers as Cave Optical Co., Star-Liner 
Co., Criterion Mfg. Co., and The Optical Craftsmen. Proud 
owners of one of these finely-made reflectors were guaran-
teed miraculous views of the rings of Saturn, double stars, 
and the Milky Way’s clusters and nebulae. 

Amateur astronomers with a passion for handcrafted tele-
scopes were drawn to the advertisements in Sky & Telescope 
magazine. The leader of the pack was Cave Optical Co. of 
Long Beach, California. The company offered a complete 
range of its “Astrola” Newtonians and Cassegrains to fit 
every customer’s specific requirements and budget. 

(Cave Optical Co. was founded in 1951 by the father-son 
team of Thomas Cave Sr. and Jr.—the company sadly closed 
its doors in 1980. A former Cave Optical employee of ex-
traordinary skill, Larry Hardin, reestablished full-scale pro-
duction of Astrola mirrors in 1999.) 

Having browsed the pages of their catalogue, the novice star-
gazer, teacher, or discriminating telescopist enthusiastically 
opted to purchase one of the professional quality models. 
Cave’s 6-inch series are denoted by the letter “A,” slightly 
bigger 8-inch telescopes are signified by a “B,” and the huge 
10-inch and 12.5-inch Newtonians by “C” and “D.”  

A simple no-frills 6-inch Astrola reflector sold for $200 in 
1967 and 1968, a wise choice for amateurs on a limited 

budget. Well-heeled prospective buyers glanced seriously at 
the ads for the fully-equipped 12.5-inch “Transportable” and 
“Permanent Observatory” instruments, priced at a relatively 
steep $1,200 and $2,100. (Cave offered custom scopes with 
mirrors up to 24-inches in diameter, but these were usually 
reserved for observatory emplacement in public institutions.) 

Popular among many junior and adult beginning astronomers 
were Cave’s medium-sized reflectors in the 6 to 8-inch aper-
ture class. Those who decided to purchase the 6-inch models 
could choose between Cave’s basic Student Standard, the 
Student Deluxe with enhanced features, and the “loaded” 
Deluxe Newtonians. The optical performance on each model 
in the “A” sequence is identical, since all of the instruments 
use the same renowned, precision mirrors made by master 
opticians at Long Beach.  

As their most expensive unit (priced at $460 in 1967 and 
1968), the Model “A” Deluxe “…features the finest obtain-
able fully rotating ring tube, most accurate Sidereal clock 
drive and setting circles.” The catalogue literature also touts 
that “the optical performance and steadiness of the mounting 
on the 6-inch Astrola models are fully comparable to the fin-
est refractor of equal aperture.” In actual field tests this claim 
has been proven time and again by users. 

(Continued on page 4)  

R 
CLASSIC TELESCOPES 
Backyard astronomy with a Cave Astrola 6-inch reflector. 
By John W. and Diane A. Siple 

Above, left: The Cave Optical Co. catalogue from 
1967/1968. Center: Photo from the catalogue pages 
showing the Model “A” Deluxe Newtonian. Above, 
right: Diane’s 6-inch Astrola; the mirror is dated 
October 23, 1967. 
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Classic Scopes (Continued from page 3)  

Thomas R. Cave Jr. personally engraved each mirror after 
final figuring was completed with a diamond pencil marker, a 
tradition started by his father. True Cave Optical Co. mirrors 
(yes, there are clever copies) are signed on either the side or 
back in freehand Old English script with the company's name, 
the focal length and ratio, a serial number starting with the 
letter “M,” and the date of completion. The co-author’s 
Model “A” Deluxe Newtonian has a 6-inch mirror that is 
etched “Cave Optical Co., 47 15/16" F.L., F/8, #M672968, 
Oct. 23, 1967.”  

Under dark sky conditions the Cave 6-inch reflector has a 
limiting threshold magnitude of 13.8. Combined with a re-
solving power of 0.7 arc-seconds, the observer can start his or 
her own Messier Album and view the night sky’s famous 
double stars in regal style.  

Cave Optical Co. had this to say about the exciting perform-
ance of their 6-inch Astrola reflector telescopes on the Moon 
and planets: 

Observational performance is truly amazing; details 
on the moon’s surface considerably less than one 
mile in diameter are visible. The polar caps and all 
the Maria details as well as “canals” are visible on 
Mars near opposition. Jupiter displays a wealth of 
belt details totally beyond smaller telescopes. The 
four large satellites of Jupiter under high power 
display disks of varying size. The Cassini Division 
and the Encke outer ring Division in the Rings of 
Saturn are visible and the crepe ring is not difficult 
to see. At least five moons of Saturn are visible. 

A postcard picturing Cave Optical Co.’s larger 8-
inch Model “B” Deluxe Newtonian, another very 
popular telescope among amateurs.  

Image of the Cigar Galaxy M82 in Ursa Major by cour-
tesy of Jim Thommes. 

Image of M81 by courtesy of Matthew T. Russell. 

In stark contrast to M82 is M81 (NGC 3031), a beautiful 
spiral galaxy with a broad, bright central hub and gracefully 
curving spiral arms. At 61x in the 6-inch, the low surface 
brightness  oval  halo  has  an  uneven  texture, hinting  at the 

(Continued on page 5)  

Visible all year long (circumpolar) for northern hemisphere 
observers north of latitude +20° is the intriguing galaxy duo 
known as Bode’s Nebulae. Even under strong Moonlight in 
the 6-inch Astrola Newtonian their dissimilar galactic forms 
are obvious. M81 and M82 are separated by only 38' and 
both galaxies easily fit into the same field of view of a Uni-
versity Optics 32mm König eyepiece (38x). 

The more exotic of the pair is M82 (NGC 3034), a mottled 
streak 12.0' X 5.6' in apparent size. In an Astrola 20mm Or-
thostar ocular (61x), this magnitude 8.4 peculiar galaxy has 
numerous bright patches concentrated near the core and is 
centrally bisected by a diagonal dark lane. Older astronomi-
cal literature classifies this object as an “exploding galaxy.” 
Modern observational evidence shows M82 embedded in a 
vast intergalactic dust cloud where star formation is occur-
ring at a phenomenal pace. 
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Photograph of the Whirlpool Galaxy M51 by courtesy of 
Steve Reilly. 

Drawing of M51 at 76x. 

A thrilling sight in the Cave Astrola 6-inch, this extragalactic 
pair resembles a black and white rendition of Steve Reilly’s 
magnificent M51 portrait above, albeit missing the hard-to-
detect luminous connecting bridge and with a faded impres-
sion of spiral structure. This spellbinding object appears to 
“float” against a background sea of scattered stars. (A fore-
ground star is conspicuously visible only a scant 1.5' south-
west from the nucleus of the spiral galaxy.)  

Classic Scopes (Continued from page 4) 
spiral arm’s buried whorls. Two 11th magnitude stars are 
visible embedded in the halo just south of the galaxy’s core. 
M81, at magnitude 6.9 and with a size of 24.0' X 13.0', is the 
more dominant of Bode’s Nebulae. Both objects belong to a 
small cluster of galaxies 10 million light years away. 

The famous “Whirlpool Galaxy” M51 in Canes Venatici, 
catalogued as NGC 5194, is considered one of the all-time 
favorites among deep-sky observers. M51’s system consists 
of two overlapping galaxies; the larger and brighter galaxy 
NGC 5194 (mag. 8.4; size 11' X 7.8'), seen broadside-on, is a 
spiral of the Sc type, while the companion NGC 5195 (mag. 
9.6; size 5.4' X 4.3') is an odd, distorted galaxy difficult to 
classify. Lord Rosse, a prolific Irish Astronomer Royal, visu-
ally first detected the spiral pattern of NGC 5194 in 1845.  

The large spiral is 37 million light years away; the irregular 
companion must be further than this, since a small segment of 
the dusty tidal bridge of Whirlpool lies in front of that galaxy.  
The “Diamond of Virgo” consists of Spica, Arcturus, Dene-
bola, and Cor Caroli. At the northern point of this heavenly 
crystal is Cor Caroli (α Canum Venaticorum), a star named 
by Halley in honor of Charles I of England. The “Heart of the 
Monarch” is also a stunning double star—a primary star of 
magnitude 2.9 with a companion of magnitude 5.4. The pair 
is separated by a wide 20". At 185x in an Orthostar 6.6mm 
eyepiece, the major star shines with a pure, steady, white 
light while the fainter secondary star is subtly tinted olive-
blue. 
Seven degrees northwest of alpha is the class C54 carbon star 
known as “La Superba.” Carbon stars are big (“La Superba” 
is almost one billion miles across!) and very cool (2,000-
3,000º K) with “sooty” atmospheres. A Tele Vue Radian 
3mm eyepiece (406x) helps to bring out the deep-orange hue, 
where the diffraction rings and disk are flush with color. 
Since the star’s light output is variable from magnitude 5.0-
6.4, it is also designated Y Canum Venaticorum. 

Limited edition artwork “Globular Star Cluster” 
by courtesy of Kim Poor (www.novaspace.com). 

Riding high above the treed horizon in Oregon is M3 (NGC 
5272), considered one of the three finest globular star clusters 
for northern hemisphere observers. It and another lesser 
globular, M53 (NGC 5024) in nearby Coma Berenices, are 
prime targets for the Cave 6-inch scope. 

An Orthostar 16mm ocular (76x) shows them as partially 
resolved balls of light with huge, blazing cores—a speckled 
haze of stars permeates both clusters from edge-to-edge. 
(M53 has a noticeable clump of suns just north of its center.) 
A flight of 33,900 light years must be traveled to reach the 
stars of M3, and a greater distance of 65,000 light years is 
needed to reach M53. Use your Cave Astrola to journey to 
these far off inhabitants (see space artist Kim Poor’s repre-
sentation above) of our Galaxy and beyond!  

http://www.novaspace.com
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NGC 6231 and Friends 

I recently had the chance to observe from 19 de-
grees north latitude for several nights with a 13 inch 
Dobsonian and yes, it was fabulous. Centaurus and 
Crux stole the show, but somewhat unexpectedly an 
object that we can see from Oregon was right in 
there with Omega Centauri, the Jewel Box, the Eta 
Carinae nebula and Alpha Centauri as my most 
memorable sights. 

NGC 6231 is a bright and concentrated open cluster 
in Scorpius, located just north of Zeta ( ζ ) Scorpii, a 
bright and widely separated triple star, which is lo-
cated where the tail starts to curve west to east.  

In a dark sky 6231 stands out without optical aid as 
the head of the False Comet, with the tail being 
made of the open clusters Crumpler 316 and Crum-
pler 318. The emission nebula IC 4628 overlaps the 
two Crumpler clusters – which also overlap each 
other and almost overlap 6231 – and just north of 
this happy conglomeration are two more NGC open 
clusters, 6242 and 6268. This area is very rich for 
the naked eye, binoculars or a telescope – and best 

of all the only other thing you need to enjoy all this 
is a dark sky with a good southern horizon. No 
plane ticket required. 

By a good southern horizon I mean a great southern 
horizon because 6231 will be only about 4 degrees 
above the true horizon when it’s on the meridian. So 
some planning will be needed so you don’t miss it – 
wait an hour too long and it will too far into the 
southwestern horizon murk for a good view.  A 
good rule of thumb for summer 2007 is that 6231 
will be on the meridian at about the same time as 
Jupiter.  

(Continued on page 7) 

THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

Location of NGC 6231 in Scorpius. The southern horizon here 
in Oregon is about where the border between Scorpius and 
Ara is located. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorpius  

NGC 6231 is the bright group of stars toward the bottom 
right side of the photo. The bright triple star below 6231 is 
Zeta Scorpii and the nebula above left center is IC 4628 
with the straggling Crumpler 316 and 318 open clusters in 
between, completing the False Comet. Open cluster NGC 
6242 is at top center. 
http://www.darkskyimages.com/jewelbox.htm  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorpius
http://www.darkskyimages.com/jewelbox.htm
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6231 comes in with an integrated magnitude of 2.6. 
Compare that to the Pleiades at magnitude 1.2 and 
you already have an idea how bright this cluster is. 
But where M45 is about 110 arc minutes across, 
NGC 6231 is 14 arc minutes and they have about 
the same number of stars – 93 to 100 respectively. 
Now this is one impressive open cluster, and I’m 
sure that if it were another 10 degrees higher in our 
sky it would be on everyone’s list of favorite deep 
sky objects. 

Discovered in 1654 by Giovanni Batista Hodierna, a 
Sicilian Roman Catholic priest who taught mathe-
matics and astronomy, NGC 6231 is estimated to be 
only about 3.2 million years old. 6231 belongs to 
the Scorpius OB association of young and highly 
luminous stars and has the nickname the “Northern 
Jewel Box”. To my eye this name does it an injus-
tice and is something of a misnomer – how can any-
thing a -41 degrees declination be “northern” even if 
the Jewel Box itself is at -60 degrees?  

Don’t get me wrong, the Jewel Box open cluster in 
Crux is a gorgeous sight, but whereas it’s a delicate 
beauty with wonderfully colored stars, 6231 is more 
immediately impressive with its teeming mass of 
bright, closely packed stars. 

6231 is about 5900 light years away, and if it were 
as close as the Pleiades at about 440 light years it 
would appear considerably brighter and larger in our 
sky. Imagine that… 

As I mentioned, 6231 looks great no matter what, if 
any, magnification is used. Although I haven’t had 
the pleasure yet I suspect that a view through 15x80 
binoculars might provide the most spectacular view 
of the entire False Comet area. 

I used magnifications of 46x and 59x with my 13 
inch scope and found seven stars were distinctly 
brighter and grouped more closely than the rest. Im-
pressive by itself, this was imbedded in handfuls of 
successively fainter stars crowding around the 
bright central group. Now this is what an open clus-
ter should look like!  

It’s true that it takes special circumstances to get a 
good view of NGC 6231 from Oregon – a great 
southern horizon, minimal horizon murk and a dark 
sky – but this is one southern sky delight that does-
n’t require having to travel south for a chance to see 
it. So with a little planning and some good luck any-
one can bag this wonderful southern sky treasure, 
which will be even more enjoyable when you think 
of all the money you just saved. 

NGC 6231 and Friends     (Continued from page 6) 

NGC 6231, DSS image 

NGC 6231, DSS image 
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The 20th annual OREGON STAR PARTY (OSP) will be held 
this year August 16th through the 19th. For those who have yet 
to experience OSP, the OSP is held in the Ochoco Forest and 
the site is remote, and dark. The dark skies draw observers 
from all over the US and Canada, as well as from other coun-
tries. This year we will have a contingent of observers from 
Argentina that are coming to enjoy the northern skies and they 
will be talking about the southern skies and observing from 
above 10,000 feet in the Andes. We also have many other 
great speakers and there are events for both adults and kids 
during the day and night. 

Held in the isolation and darkness of the Ochoco Mountains in 
Eastern Oregon the OSP is located four hours from Portland 
and 50 miles east of Prineville, Oregon. At 5000 feet above sea 
level, the star party takes place in a 40 acre clearing in the 
Ochoco Forest and is accessible most of the way from Prine-
ville via a paved road, with only the last 4 miles on a graveled 
road. While many come for the week the official star party 
dates are August 16th through August 19th and OSP boasts the 
darkest skies in the Northwest. For information, directions, 
registration, speakers and activities go to the website at http://
www.oregonstarparty.org. 

REGISTRATION - Because of the earlier date in August this 
year for OSP, Pre-Registration will close on July 
20th and must be in our hands by then. If you don’t 
pre-register before July 20th, you’ll still be able to register on-
site at the star party in the Registration Tent, but at a higher 
price. We've got lots of room so there's never a problem find-
ing space to camp. However, you can only order the OSP T-
shirts, OSP Sweatshirts, OSP Hooded Sweatshirts and Star 
Dinners on the Pre-Registration Form. The only on-site sales 
of OSP t-shirts, OSP sweatshirts and OSP hooded sweatshirts 
will be on Saturday in the Information Tent if there are any 
extras left over after people who Pre-Registered pick up theirs. 

SPEAKERS - Again this year we have a great lineup of speak-
ers talking on various facets of astronomy. Kevin Poe from the 
US National Park Service on the NPS and light pollution, Dr. 
David Brooks on the Large Binocular Telescope, Dr Nils 
Turner on CHARA and Optical Interferometry, Leo Cavagnaro 
from Argentina on southern sky observing, Carrie Gordon on 
geology of the Ochoco’s, Terry Holtzappli on archeology of 
the Ochoco’s, David Haworth on simplifying astrophotogra-
phy, Harry Colvin on Pro-Am research collaborations, and 
Bob McGown on the Anthropic Principle. 

ACTIVITIES – There are many daytime activities including 
the Telescope Walk-about, the Mars Rover Races, the Meteor-
ite Hunt, the Solar System Walk, the Kids vs. Adult quiz, the 
Swap Meet, the Limiting Magnitude show, the Sky Identifica-
tion shows (3 different ones this year), and the bus tours put on 
by the Oregon Forest Resources Institute and the USFS (there 
will be 2 different ones this year). So many things to do during 
the day at OSP in addition to the very dark night skies. Lots of 
vendors will be there this year as usual. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES - This year the youth tent will be open 
with activities for the kids from 10am until 4pm every day. 
Parents are encouraged to volunteer to help in the Youth Tent. 

VOLUNTEERS - The Oregon Star Party has a dedicated com-
mittee of 29 people who work year around planning for the 
outing. But it still takes a lot of volunteers to make it actually 
happen. We still need people to volunteer for a 2 hour shift to 
help with registration, parking, shower ticket taking, setup and 
cleanup. Contact Jan Keiski, our Volunteer Coordinator at 
jikeiski@comcast.net with your name, email address or phone 
number, and if you have any area and time you would particu-
larly like to volunteer for and she’ll get back to you. For youth 
activities contact Jenny Forrester, jenny@theforrest.org; for 
adult mentoring contact Mark Dakins, mdakins@earthlink.net; 
and for youth telescope mentoring contact Bernie Kuehn, 
kuehnb@earthlink.net. Again this year there will be door 
prizes just for the volunteers. We will also be signing up vol-
unteers at the June 18th and July 16th RCA meetings. 

INFORMATION TENT - The OSP Information tent at the 
junction of the 800 and 802 roads just across from the Activi-
ties Tent is where you can ask questions and get answers - 
Sign up for a 2 hour volunteer shift - Buy shower tickets - Ob-
tain First Aid help - Kids can sign up for the Youth Telescope 
Mentoring program - Adults can sign up for help with their 
telescope problems and questions - Sale of extra T-shirts, 
Sweatshirts, and Hooded Sweatshirts on Saturday - and ask 
more questions. 

BURGERS AND LATTES - Mary will be back with the 
Chuck Wagon serving up breakfast, lunch, dinner and late 
night snacks as in the past and Shawna will be back with the 
Espresso Blast for our caffeine fixes. This year both the Chuck 
Wagon and the Espresso Blast are again planning on being 
open for business Wednesday afternoon through Sunday 
Noon. 

OREGON STAR PARTY, 2007! 

http://www.oregonstarparty.org
http://www.oregonstarparty.org
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RCA LIBRARY 
The Rose City Astronomers maintains a com-
prehensive club library of astronomy related 
articles, books, CDs and videos. These items 
can be borrowed by members through check-
out at the general meetings for a period of one 
month with renewals available by phone or e-
mail to the club library director, Jan Keiski.  
The RCA library is constantly growing 
through many donations and the purchase of 
new materials. A listing of library materials 
(PDF format) can be found at the library web 
page: http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 
Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net) 503-539-
4566 

RCA ‘Downtowner's’ Lunch 
Join us on the first Friday of each month for lunch at a great downtown restaurant 
(Holidays and such may push us to the second Friday of some months, check the 
calendar at  http://www.rca-omsi.org). 
The location is announced on the RCA general email discussion list.  Information 
on how to join this list is at http://www.rca-omsi.org/emaillists.htm 
Always great conversation and food. 
For more information contact: Margaret Campbell at mmcrea@nwlink.com 

Photo by Jan Keiski 

ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Wednesday, July 18, 7 PM.  
Topic: “Casimir Effect and the zero-point energy 

problem ” 
Presented by:  Michael Meo  
Place: Linus Pauling Complex,  
 3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland. 
Contact: Bob McGown (503-244-0078) 
 or Dareth Murray, (503-957-4499). 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm 

Please join us in welcoming amateur astronomers 
from all over the world to the wonderful Pacific 
Northwest.  A committee of several RCA members 
has been meeting monthly since last fall to plan an 
entertaining and educational conference for atten-
dees.  There are many volunteer opportunities in 
which you can participate, so contact Dareth 
Murray, ALCon Expo 07 Chair, if you’d like to help 
out on the production end. 

Many world-class speakers and presenters have 
been lined up to make the programs top-notch, 
along with exhibits and vendor displays. 

Advance registration is easy at the ALCON website, 
http://www.alconexpo.com/, where you can also get 
more specific information on the schedule, the 
speakers, the vendors, the banquets, other activities, 
housing, and guest services. 

We hope to see a good turn-out of RCA’ers, so that 
other AL members can experience the enthusiasm 
that makes RCA such a wonderful club. 

ALCON EXPO 2007 
Follow the Oregon Trail to the Stars 

RCA is honored to host the 65th Annual As-
tronomical League Convention and Exposi-
tion in Portland on August 3 & 4, 2007! 

http://www.alconexpo.com
http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org/emaillists.htm
mailto:mmcrea@nwlink.com
http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm
mailto:jikeiski@comcast.net
http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm
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Joel Loh  

Messier Award 
Number 2346  

For more info visit: 
http://www.astroleague.org/observing.html 

It is time to renew your RCA membership! 
The membership year runs from July 1 through the end of June.  Most of us will be up for renewal in a few weeks. 
Renewal dues are $24. You can find renewal forms on the RCA website. You can either mail your dues to the ad-
dress on the form or bring your check to the next RCA meeting. Help support your club and keep your membership 
benefits active. 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturday, July 28, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
For more information contact:  
Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 
Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

provide a benefit to members on some of the astronomical 
items they purchase (so to speak). 

Another of the programs that RCA members have been invest-
ing in is the funding for a permanent observing site for our 

club. Last year RCA members donated about $6500 to the 
fund which now stands at almost $16,000. 

As you can see, RCA’s membership dues and donations are 
working to provide the best programs and activities for our 
members. 

President’s Message   (Continued from page 2) 

Maupin Star Party 

June 15-16, 2007 

Photography by Anthony Hill 

http://www.astroleague.org/observing.html
mailto:johncdelacy@comcast.net
mailto:don@dbpeckham.com
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Meeting called to order by Carol Huston at 7:00pm. 
Board members present: Larry Godsey, Carol Huston, Jan 
Keiski, David Nemo, Andy Phelps, Matt Vartanian, Dareth 
Murray, Ken Hose, Greg Rohde, Bob McGown, Matt Brew-
ster, Sameer Ruiwale. Guest present: Doug Huston. 

Board Reports 

• Secretary’s Report – Andy Phelps: Quorum (10) met 
with 13 voting members present. 

• Treasurer’s Report – Larry Godsey: $39,852.57 total 
liabilities and equity. Distributed and discussed proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2007-2008. Motion: Dareth 
Murray – Proposed budget be accepted. Second: Greg 
Rohde; motion passed. 

• VP Programming – Matt Brewster: June: Bob McGown, 
Celestial Navigation. Matt asked if there are any board 
members interested in meeting with speakers prior to the 
meeting, should the situation arise. The following are 
interested: Greg, Andy,Carol, Doug, Dareth, Bob. Also 
discussed was the wide range of members and guests at 
general meetings and how the programming meets their 
needs. 

• VP Observing – Matt Vartanian: June 16 OMSI Summer 
Solstice star party at Rooster Rock, June 15,16- Maupin. 
Will need porta-potty. This expenditure will exceed ob-
serving budget. Motion: (Matt V.) Spend $75 on porta-
potty rental. Seconded: Dareth – Motion passed. 

• VP Membership – Ken Hose: May membership: 9 new 
members, 6 renewals. Current membership: 308 member 
families. $404 collected in dues. 

• New Member Advisor – Jim Reilly (via email): Planning 
new member meeting in July. 

• Sales Director – Sameer Ruiwale: $126 sales in May. 
Ordered many new books. Received a favorable re-
sponse from new publishers who were contacted. 

• Book Library - Jan Keiski: nominal 
• Telescope Library – Greg Rohde: Ordered Coranado 

PST with case. After examining checkout patterns, is 
considering reducing the number of scopes in library. 
This will help with storage space issues. 

• IDA – Bob McGown: Met with chief electrical inspector 
for Portland about lighting issues. Gave presentation at 
PCC in Electrical Code/Lighting class. 

• Magazine Subscriptions – Larry Godsey: Nominal. 
• Webmaster – Dareth Murray: Web Site is up to date with 

current star parties. 
• Site Committee – David Nemo: Raffle for PST will be 

held in June. It has broken even. 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
June 4, 2007 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Andy Phelps 

• OMSI – Jan Keiski: Discussed conflicting star parties in 
June. Matt V. will compile a list of committed volun-
teers for the Rooster Rock star party. It was also men-
tioned that OMSI star parties should be scheduled away 
from the new moon.  June – September meetings will be 
held in the planetarium. We will only be able to set up 
tables between the entrance doors and the “Moon” wall 
(at the gate). If tables are needed, coordinate with Jan. 
Youth space will be in the turbine cafe – Jan will find 
out how to get access. 

Old Business 

• Action Item: Patton report on forum issue.  Carol will 
call Patton. 

• ALCON update: Several new registrations from Dareth 
– total now about 63. Will make a brief presentation at 
general meeting. The president and VP of GAMA will 
be attending ALCON and should also be recognized at 
RCA meeting. 

• Action Item: Jim Reilly and Tom Nathe connect. Tabled. 
• Board website updates: Decided to move RCA tri-fold 

brochure (recently updated by Carol) and “Common Star 
Party Objects” documents to public site. 

• Action Item: Larry to get a copy of RCA’s insurance 
policy and make copies for President, Treasurer, and 
post on website. Done. 

• Action Item: Greg Rohde and Tom Nathe volunteered to 
represent RCA in the Washington County Lighting Stan-
dards reviews. Carol will be involved also. 

• Camp Hancock project review: On June 1, Larry gave 
OMSI a check for $2400. This included RCA donation 
and individual contributions. 

New Business 

• Stub Stewart Park: Do we need a champion from the 
board to follow this routinely? The park has an area set 
aside for astronomy. Greg Rohde will stay on top of this. 
He also mentioned that there may be changes to Haag 
Lake Park to allow for astronomy use. 

• Request from Dick Tobiason of Bend for an official 
State of Oregon constellation. The board is not interested 
in pursuing this. 

• Larry needs deposits in by the end of June. 
• Discussed coverage of new member table to make sure 

nobody is missed. Several board members are available 
to provide extra coverage. 

• Club donated membership to Jackson Bottom Wetlands 
Association auction. 

• Dareth and Bob arranged with Evergreen Aviation Mu-
seum to host Yuri’s night next year. A star party may 
also be part of the event. 

Meeting adjourned 8:53pm 
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

July 2007_____________________________________________ 
July 2 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
July 13-15 Fri-Sun Trout Lake Star Party Trout Lake, WA 
July 16 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Planetarium 7pm 
July 18 Wed Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
July 21 Sat OMSI Lunar Viewing Rooster Rock S.P. 
July 28 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

August 2007__________________________________________ 
Aug 3-4 Fri-Sat ALCON 2007! Portland, Oregon! 
Aug 6 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Aug 9-12 Thu-Sun Mt Bachelor Star Party Mt. Bachelor, OR 
Aug 12 Sun OMSI Perseid Meteor Watch Rooster Rock S.P. 
Aug 16-19 Thu-Sun Oregon Star Party! Indian Trail Springs 
Aug 20 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Planetarium 7pm 
Aug 22 Wed Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
Aug 25 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

