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All are Welcome!  Monday November 19 
Social Gathering: 7 pm.  Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location: OMSI Auditorium 
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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

RCA NOVEMBER 19 GENERAL MEETING 

Awe, Fear and Wonder 
All About Comets 

Presented by Dave Powell  

As the title indicates, the presenta-
tion is about comets.  Dave will take 
you on a journey through history, 
from the earliest recorded observa-
tions to the present day, with special 
emphasis on Comet Holmes.  From 
the nucleus, to the tip of their tails, 
you will learn all about comets; 
there will also be some great photo-
graphs too. After the meeting, if the 
weather is clear, we will have the 
opportunity to view Comet Holmes 
from the plaza in front of OMSI.   
Dave is well known to RCA mem-
bers, as the guy who does the 
monthly Night Sky Report.  Dave 
has also given past presentations at 

RCA meetings, The Oregon Star 
Party and at ALCON 07.  

Image of Comet Wild 2 from NASA's Stardust 
spacecraft  (courtesy http://www.jpl.nasa.gov) 

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov
http://www.astroleague.org
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RCA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and 
Astronomy magazines. The RCA 
member rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year. 
The RCA member rate for 
Astronomy magazine is $34 for one 
year or $60 for two years. For more 
information go to the RCA web site 
and click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, 503-675-
5217, Subscription Coordinator, will 
be taking renewals and new 
subscriptions at the Magazine Table 
before General Meetings. Please 
make checks out to “RCA” and 
allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed.  

Club Officers 
President Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@comcast.net 

Past President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

VP Membership Ken Hose (503) 591-5585 khose@comcast.net 

VP Observing Matt Vartanian (503) 244-5023 matt@vartanian.net  

VP Community Affairs Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

VP, Programming Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 renaissant@comcast.net  

Treasurer Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

Secretary Andy Phelps (503) 408-1758  aphelps@spiritone.com  

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal (503) 708-4180 gazette_ed@comcast.net  

New Member Advisor Jim Reilly (503).493-2386 jim-lorien@granitic.net  

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedw@msn.com  

Library Director Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566 jikeiski@comcast.net 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde (503) 629-5475 gfrohde@yahoo.com 

Observing Site Director David Nemo  (503) 224-6366 david@nemoworld.com 

Media Director Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

IDA Liaison Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 bobmcgown@comcast.net 

OSP Liaison Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Subscription Director Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

SIG Director Tom Nathe (503) 641-3235  tmnathe@verizon.net 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566  jikeiski@comcast.net 

Youth Programs Director Jenny Forrester (503) 504-8070 jenny@theforrest.org 

The Holidays for Astronomers 

During the holiday season, people start looking around for 
gifts for their loved ones and friends.  For the astronomy en-
thusiast in your life, this can present you with a number of 
opportunities as well as challenges.  If you are unfamiliar with 
astronomy gear, take some time to connect with a seasoned 
member to get some advice.  A good start would be contacting 
the New Member Advisor, Jim Reilly, who has a listing of 
mentors who can help you figure out a number of different 
things.  Any of the board members could also give you some 
assistance with this. 

First of all, if you are interested in a buying a telescope, it is 
important to do some research before you buy.  A rule of 
thumb: if a telescope makes claims about having "450 
power!" (450X) or more, don't buy it. There are lots of cheap 
instruments readily available on the market -- in local depart-
ment stores or local discount stores -- that do not perform very 
well for astronomical use. There are several articles and book-
lets in the RCA Member Library that provide information on 
choosing a telescope and appropriate accessories. Again, talk 

to other club members. The variety of instruments RCA mem-
bers have range from binoculars to large reflectors, from re-
fractors to Schmidt-Cassegrains. Each instrument has its ad-
vantages and disadvantages, so it is important that you deter-
mine your needs in order to match them up with the equipment 
that fits them the closest.  

There are other great accessories and ideas for your astronomy 
enthusiast.  The RCA Sales Table at each general meeting has 
a myriad of books, charts, calendars, lights, t-shirts, and gadg-
ets, etc., that are priced way below regular market for mem-
bers’ benefit.  The annual calendars are out now and they have 
spectacular celestial images on them as well as handy astro-
nomical information. 

And, a gift membership to RCA also makes a wonderful gift 
that keeps giving the whole year.  We prepare a nice certificate 
and include a member packet to make a wonderful presenta-
tion to an individual or family. 

A reminder:  RCA’s Holiday Social gathering will be held the 
Monday, December 17, at OMSI in the cafeteria section.  We 
hope to see you all there for our annual potluck! 

President’s Message 
By Carol Huston  

mailto:StarsCarol@comcast.net
mailto:telscope@europa.com
mailto:khose@comcast.net
mailto:matt@vartanian.net
mailto:mpecho@rdrop.com
mailto:renaissant@comcast.net
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mailto:aphelps@spiritone.com
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MARE ORIENTALE 
An ancient mountain-rimmed sea on the Moon’s southwestern limb 
offers a challenge for lunar observers. 

by John W. Siple 

hallow sky observers, or those dedicated watch-
ers of objects within our solar system, are fa-
vored with spectacular vistas of vast, dark-hued 

lunar maria. The Moon’s far side has its share of mam-
moth depressions, but there is a dearth of these deep 
basins filled with seas of frozen, dark basaltic lava. At 
last count, Luna had about 30 of these circular-shaped 
asteroidal impact scars, both full and bereft of basalt, 
covering its globe from pole-to-pole.  

As a quirk of fate in the Earth-
Moon system, exotic Mare Orien-
tale, called the “Eastern Sea,” 
straddles the dividing line between 
the near and far sides of the Moon. 
(“Eastern Sea” is a misnomer, 
since in 1961 the International As-
tronomical Union reversed or 
flipped the cardinal directions on 
the Moon.) This solitary mare, 
hovering near the limit of earth-
shine at 95° west longitude, com-
pletely dominates photographs of 
the region taken by NASA. 

The magnificent 3.84 billion-year-
old Orientale basin—the youngest 
and finest example of its type on 
the Moon—is an almost perfectly 
preserved impact feature that re-
sembles a giant bull's eye target 
ring. (Mare Orientale proper, a 
level plain  some 190 miles across, 
is located at the exact center of the 
symmetrical multiring basin.) At-
tributed to a cataclysmic asteroid 
impact, the effects of the ancient 
encounter are evidenced over a 
tremendous area. According to noted lunar geologist 
Charles A. Wood, “A veritable storm of ejecta rock 
roared across the Moon, causing damage that varied in 
degree and type with distance from the impact.”    

Scholars generally credit the German cartographer 
Julius Franz in Der Mond (1906) for naming the large 
mare and its associated lakes of lava. A drawing of 
Mare Orientale made by astronomer H. P. Wilkins, who 
called the intriguing feature “Mare X,” was published in 
a 1937 volume of the Journal of the British Astronomi-
cal Association. Sir Patrick Moore independently dis-
covered the sea in 1946 with his 15-inch reflector and 
then christened it Mare Orientale. 

Tidally locked, our pockmarked 
Moon presents the same face 
Earthward. However, a nodding or 
swaying of the Moon’s disk, called 
libration, brings into view features 
normally concealed around the 
eastern and western limbs. Portions 
of elusive Orientale can therefore 
be glimpsed only during extremely 
favorable librations when the 
Moon’s southwestern hemisphere 
is tipped in our direction.  

(Because of the awkward position 
on our Moon’s southwestern limb, 
the exact nature of Mare Orientale 
and its surrounding mountain rings 
was not fully resolved until 1967, 
when Lunar Orbiter IV passed over 
the region.) 

After the Full Moon phase, a mar-
ginal 7° tilt is necessary to see the 
cliff-like progressive sequence of 
radial mountain ranges and the 
dark central lava-filled plain. Dur-
ing such favorable libration condi-
tions, the skeletal outlines of cra-

ters in the Orientale basin dot the surrounding broken 
terrain. Once hidden from view on the far side of the 
Moon, giant massifs now reflect their brilliant sunlight 
Earthward. 

S 

Large refractors, such as this Unitron-   
Polarex 6-inch f/16, are ideal for viewing 

detail in and around Mare Orientale. 
Courtesy of Unitron Ltd. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Mare Orientale (Cont’d from page 3) 

THE GREAT RING 
MOUNTAINS 
Mare Orientale is encircled by three 
major widely spaced mountain 
ranges that resemble crater terraces. 
The concentric ring-walls closest to 
the heart of the impact zone are com-
prised of the double escarpment of 
the jumbled Inner and Outer Rook 
Mts. They extend the basin’s diame-
ter outward to 305 and 385 miles, 
respectively. 

The sharp peaks of the Cordillera 
Mts.—towering ridgelike massifs 
that slope abruptly toward the Rooks 
but with massive ejecta deposits out-
side—define the rim of the great im-
pact basin. The Montes Cordillera 
increases the diameter of the basin to 
a staggering 600 miles! 

Orientale enthusiasts monitor what 
has been dubbed the “Weird Big 
Mountain.” According to accom-
plished lunar observer Akkana 
North, “It’s very prominent in certain 
lighting conditions—a big symmetri-
cal cone which appears to be sur-
rounded by a ‘moat’, a low area en-
circling its base.” She goes on to say, 
“None of the lunar atlases I’ve seen 
show anything like this (because 
none of them show it in quite the 
right lighting condition) and it’s hard 
to find anything on the charts which 
looks like that, so I’m still not sure 
what it is (probably not Maunder), 
though I’ve heard different theories.” 

DARK LAKES OF THE 
MARE REGION 
Two meandering ribbons of basalt, 
Lacus Veris (Lake of Spring) and 
Lacus Autumni (Lake of Autumn), 
are located between the great ring 
mountains. Formed by deep-seated 
material oozing through fractures in 

the weakened lunar crust, Lacus 
Veris is snuggled against the inner 
embankments of the Outer Rook 
Mts. It is the longest of the pair, ex-
tending almost a quarter of the way 
around the basin. The isolated pool 
of Lacus Autumni lays against the 
inside of the Cordillera Mts. in the 
northeast. 

THROUGH THE 
ASTRONOMER’S 
TELESCOPE 
Amateur astronomers, pointing their 
instruments in the direction of the 
Moon’s southwestern hemisphere, 
will soon come to the exceptionally 
dark splotch of Grimaldi, a walled-
plain 120 miles in diameter. Another 
welcoming signpost in the journey to 
Mare Orientale is the prominent 
rayed crater Byrgius A. Depending 
on the Moon’s phase, these two im-
portant landmarks are visible even in 
binoculars and spyglasses. 

Once identified, the peaks of Montes 
Rook and Montes Cordillera appear 
as brilliant white bumps on the lunar 
limb in profile views through ama-

teurs' telescopes. The greatly fore-
shortened Mare Orientale itself is a 
long, dark stripe hugging the curved 
edge of the Moon. 

Laci Veris and Autumni appear as 
two thin winding lines on the lunar 
landscape in the author’s high-
definition 5-inch f/16 Unitron refrac-
tor telescope. Beadlike nodes, indi-
cating the position of accompanying 
craters on Lacus Veris, breaks the 
continuity of that slender pencil of 
darkness. The squiggle of shorter 
Lacus Autumni has a distinctive “S-
shape.” 

The 5-inch telescope gives a tantaliz-
ing glimpse of Orientale's awesome 
structure. Owners of larger aperture 
instruments can hunt for the 
shrouded outlines of craters in the 
Eichstädt and Wright-Schaler sectors 
of the Orientale region and follow 
the path to the “Weird Big Moun-
tain.”  

(Continued on page 5) 

A period of meteoric bombardment 
and volcanic activity on early Earth is 

depicted in Atmosphere. Artwork 
copyright Joe Tucciarone. 
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The color composite image of the 
Moon (right) was taken on December 
9, 1990 by the Galileo Orbiter space-
craft at a range of about 350,000 
miles. Courtesy of JPL/NASA. Thomas 
Williamson’s remarkable shot of the 
Moon’s southwestern quadrant 
(below, left), taken through his 
203mm f/7 Newtonian telescope on 
November 15, 2003, shows the long 
dark stripe of Mare Orientale. This 
photograph indicates what amateur 
astronomers can expect to see in me-
dium-sized instruments during ex-
tremely favorable libration conditions.  
Akkana North’s (formerly Peck) de-
tailed reference drawing (below, 
right) was made on the nights of June 
10-11, 1998, using her Vixen 102mm 
refractor telescope.  

Mare Orientale (Cont’d from page 4) 
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CLASSIC TELESCOPES 
Observing the splendors of 

Andromeda with an Optica b/c 4-inch reflector. 
by John W. Siple 

THE STARRY NIGHTS of Autumn be-
long to a mythological royal family im-
mortalized by the constellations of Ce-
pheus the King, Cassiopeia the Queen, 
and Andromeda the Princess. In the 
Babylonian Epic of Creation, Andromeda 
is rescued by the hero Perseus after the 
defeat of the dragon Draco. In the firma-
ment, “Her head touches the Great Square 
of Pegasus, her toe rests on Perseus, 
while one hand is fettered near Cepheus 
and the other near Pegasus.”1  

As the season advances, the constella-
tion’s chief treasure, the Great Andro-
meda Galaxy, M31, climbs to a position 
high overhead for northern hemisphere 
observers. Low power is essential for 
getting the best possible views of this 
misty spindle of light through your tele-
scope and may also include M31’s two 
companion galaxies, M32 and M110. 

Optica b/c’s 4-inch f/10 pedestal mount 
Newtonian reflector, made in the 1960s 
and ’70s, was selected for observing the 
splendors of Andromeda. This premium 
grade reflector (Figures 1 and 2) was 
manufactured by Royal Astro Optical 
Industries Co., Ltd. of Tokyo, Japan as 
#LN-4E and then distributed throughout 
the world. Optica b/c of Oakland, Califor-
nia displayed it in their catalogs as 
#4DTC (Deluxe Telescope Complete), 
where in 1968 it was priced at a relatively 
expensive $196. The price escalated to 
$271 with an optional electric drive. 

The 4-inch Optica b/c Newtonian pro-
vides a stunning view of M31 in a Tele 
Vue 32mm Plössl eyepiece. At 31x, the 
3.5 magnitude spiral galaxy appears as a 
giant hazy ellipse of light that gradually 
brightens toward an inner core. The An-
dromeda Galaxy’s 178' X 63' inclined 
galactic form, viewed 15° from edge-on, 
spans the eyepiece field (see Figure 3). 

Numerous field stars in the Milky Way 
are superimposed on M31, reminding the 
observer of the true size and distance of 
this island universe of 300 billion suns. 

Individual stars cannot be resolved in 
small amateurs’ telescopes, but astrono-
mers use Cepheid variables, or stars 
where the pulsation rate tells the luminos-
ity, to accurately calculate the distance.  
(The pale orange starlight of δ Cephei, 
prototype of the Cepheids, fluctuates 
rhythmically in a period of 5.4 days. A 
similar system is found in Figure 4.) 

The visually challenging dust lanes 
(Figure 5) that mark the position of the 
spiral arms on the galaxy’s northwestern 
side were suspected using averted vision, 
but these normally require a good 8 or 10-
inch telescope operating under dark skies 
to be detected with confidence. 

The two Messier satellite systems were 
picked up without any difficulty using the 
same low power eyepiece. M32 (NGC 
221), at magnitude 8.2, is found just 24' 
southeast of M31’s nucleus, embedded in 
the outer halo. Appearing like a fuzzy star 
(dimensions 8' X 6') in the 4-inch scope, 
this object has a notably brighter center. 

Harder to spot is M110 (NGC 205), 
which is located on the opposite side of 
the parent galaxy, 36' northwest from 
M31’s hub. It is bigger (dimensions 17' X 
10'), less condensed, and about the same 
luminosity (mag. 8.0) as M32, but what 
can defeat observers is its low surface 
brightness. (M110 is morphologically 
similar to NGC 185, another elliptical 
satellite galaxy.) You really have to hunt 
for this diffuse patch of light on some 
nights! 

Andromeda is home to a wonderful col-
lection of colorful double stars. Gamma 
(γ) Andromedae, or Almach, has often 
been likened to Albireo because of the 
striking color contrast between the two 
components. Placing an Optica b/c 5mm 
orthoscopic ocular (200x) in the focuser, 
the primary star (mag. 2.3) shines with a 
golden light, while the 10" distant secon-
dary (mag. 5.5) is a beautiful greenish-
blue.   

Figure 1. The classic 4-inch pedestal-
mounted Newtonian as shown in the 
1968 Optica b/c telescope catalog. 

Figure 2. The author’s deluxe 4-inch 
f/10 (1000mm focal length) equatorial 
reflector telescope. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Located only 5° south and a little west of 
γ Andromedae is the sprawling (1½ 
Moon diameters) open star cluster NGC 
752. At 31x, over 80 colorful orbs of 9th 
to 12th magnitude overflow the eyepiece 
field. A neat trio just south of the clus-
ter’s center draws the observer’s atten-
tion. The field glass double 56 Andro-
medae (mags. 5.7, 5.9; sep. 190") lies on 
the southwest edge of the open cluster. 
These two closely matched yellowish-
orange suns act as a celestial guidepost, 
marking the pathway to the ancient stars 
of NGC 752. 

Several low power eyepiece fields to the 
east of the 56 Andromedae-NGC 752 
combo is another easy to split, attractive 
double star. 59 Andromedae (mags. 6.1, 
6.8; sep. 16.6") has a yellow primary and 
bluish-white secondary star. The color 
contrast is especially evident in the 4-inch 
telescope at 80x using an Optica b/c HM 
12.5mm eyepiece. 

Above the Great Square of Pegasus, near 
the tight Y-shaped asterism of Frederik’s 
Glory (formed by the stars ι, κ, ψ, and λ) 
and just 26' south-southwest of 13 Andro-
medae, lies the famous Blue Snowball. 
Since the annulus of NGC 7662 measures 
only 32" X 28", the nebula looks like a 
grayish-blue out-of-focus star at low to 
medium power in the 4-inch reflector. 

At a higher magnification of 208x in a 
Tele Vue 4.8mm Nagler, the 8.5 magni-
tude planetary nebula is slightly elliptical 
and has a darkly shaded hole at its center. 
During moments of steady seeing, several 
patches of light are visible on the wooly 
outer edge of the disk. The magnitude 
13.2 central star, suspected of being vari-
able, is visible only in large aperture tele-
scopes. E. E. Barnard’s rather harsh ren-
dition of NGC 7662, drawn at Yerkes 
Observatory (Figure 6), hints at the struc-
ture visible in large backyard instru-
ments.2  

REFERENCES 
1. Unitron Monthly Report to Observers, “Andromeda: Constellation of the Month,” Sky & Telescope, 24, (1962), p. 172. 
2. J. Mullaney and W. McCall, The Finest Deep-Sky Objects, (Cambridge: Sky Publishing Corporation, 3rd printing, 1978),   
 No. 104 in the authors’ listing of fine objects.   

Classic Scopes (Continued from page 6) 

Figure 3. The Great Andromeda Galaxy photograph was taken with the Alfred Jensch 2m 
Schmidt Telescope. (Go to www.tls-tautenburg.de for more observatory images.) 

Figure 4. Artwork by Dan Durda.  

Figure 6. The planetary NGC 7662 in 
Andromeda, as seen by E. E. Barnard 
in the 40-inch refractor of Yerkes 
Observatory. 

Figure 5. M31 drawn by Leopold 
Trouvelot at Harvard College Obser-
vatory in 1874. 

http://www.tls-tautenburg.de
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Board members present: Matt Brewster, Jan Keiski, Greg 
Rohde, Larry Godsey, Ken Hose, Sameer Ruiwale, Bob 
McGown, Dareth Murray, Carol Huston, Andy Phelps, Dale 
Fenske, Peter Abrahams, Matt Vartanian. 
Carol Huston called the meeting to order at 7:07pm. 
Board Reports 
• Secretary’s Report – Andy Phelps:  Quorum (10) met 

with 13 voting members present.   
• Treasurer’s Report – Larry Godsey: Larry would like to 

transfer the money market savings account plus about 
$2000 from the checking account to a certificate of de-
posit in order to realize a greater interest rate. Our cash 
flow will not be affected, as we have over $7000 in the 
checking account. Larry would like to move about $2000 
from the Site Fund checking account to the Site Fund 
CD. The CT-12 will be filed this month. 

• VP Programming – Matt Brewster: Matt feels it is neces-
sary to have a credit card in order to pay for hotel rooms 
for speakers. The board is in favor of this idea as it can 
also be used for the sales table. Discussion centered on 
security and a system of checks and balances to minimize 
the liability of the club. MOTION: Dale Fenske – RCA 
procure a credit card with a limit of $500, to be held by 
the treasurer. SECONDED: Sameer Ruiwale. Motion 
passed.  MOTION: Matt Brewster – The president and 
past president will conduct an annual financial review of 
the clubs accounts. SECONDED: Greg Rohde. Motion 
passed.  October speaker is David Kasnick, Observing 
tips and tricks. Matt would like to copy packets of infor-
mation for attendees. Attendance has been 130-160 peo-
ple.  

• VP Observing – Matt Vartanian:  No more star parties 
have been scheduled for this year. Matt will work with 
the incoming VP of Observing on the 2008 Kah-nee-ta 
and Hancock star parties. These will be scheduled on 
different weekends. Hancock attendance will be limited 
to 40 people due to the loss of “dob valley.” Larry will be 
in contact with the Hancock staff to assess the possibility 
of expanding astronomy hill. He will report at a future 
meeting. 

• VP Membership – Ken Hose:  Six new members, 26 re-
newals, 206 member families. About 20 more renewals 
have been received in the mail since the September gen-
eral meeting. About 60 members have not renewed their 
membership this year. A notice was placed on the email 
list to notify members that they would be removed from 
the list if membership was not renewed. 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
October 1, 2007 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Andy Phelps 

• Sales – Sameer Ruiwale: September sales were $247. 
Calendars will go on sale at October meeting. Sameer 
will be ordering new T-shirts and sweatshirts. 

• Book Library – Jan Keiski: Acquired new CD from the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Will be getting copies of 
Robert Buchheim’s book The Sky is Your Laboratory.  
Jan is appreciative of the donations from members. 

• Telescope Library – Greg Rohde: Club member has of-
fered to rebuild 12.5” truss-tube dob in order to make it 
lighter and easier to use. Coulter 13.1” scope is ready to 
go into service.  

• IDA – Bob McGown: Discussed light pollution with 
rangers at Mt. Adams and Mt. St. Helens. Wondered if 
we should place RCA or IDA brochure at ranger stations. 
Gave IDA presentation at Smith Rocks. Will give presen-
tation to IECO (electrical contractors). 

• Magazine Subscriptions – Larry Godsey: nominal 
• Webmaster – Dareth Murray: Larry will renew all do-

main names. 
• Site Committee – David Nemo: (via email) The Commu-

nications Committee (as I have been calling it) is com-
posed of: David Nemo, Chair, Sameer Ruiwale, Matt 
Vartanian, Greg Rohde, Paul Swanson , Scott Turner, 
Dave Sandage , John Harris, Tom Leavitt, Steve Weiler, 
Chuck Dethloff.  Our charge is to make recommenda-
tions to the Board on: The Internet-based method/
technology by which the Board communicates with 
members and the Internet-based method/technology 
maintained by the Club for members to communicate 
with other members. And if we propose any change to 
the current e-mail listserve, we will also address how it 
would be implemented and maintained. 

• SIGs – Tom Nathe: (via email) The science SIG kick-off 
was a huge success. There were some 18 people in atten-
dance (out of some two dozen who raised their hands at 
the meeting). Formally, we have no direct leadership. 
Dan Gray is acting as the group's facilitator and is allow-
ing us to use his facility. The meeting takes place right 
after the telescope workshop. One of the first items that 
has been taken care of is the creation of a 'RCA-SCI' 
email list serve. This will allow the SIG members to dis-
cuss topics of interest to them without bothering the rest 
of the community. Another item that was taken care of 
was the creation of sub-sigs within the group. This allows 
for regions of interest to grow and shrink as needed. Cur-
rently the subgroups are - Data Mining, Occultations, 
Variable and Double stars, and Photometry. I gave a talk 
on asteroid occultations that generated some interest. I 
was asked to look in on quantity discounts for a video 
display unit used in video occultation work (the KIWI-
OSD). We can get a 5% discount on quantities of 10 or 
more. At the next broad meeting I would like to propose 
to the broad to purchase one of these units ($250, normal 

(Continued on page 9) 
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ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Wednesday, November 21, 7 PM.  
Topic: “Microgravity & More ” 
Presented by:  Chrissie Lee  
Place: Linus Pauling Complex,  
 3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland. 
Contact: Bob McGown (503-244-0078) 
 or Dareth Murray, (503-957-4499). 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturday, November 17, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
For more information contact:  
Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 
Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

price) and set up an occultation kit for use by the RCA 
membership. I'll provide more details then. Jim Reilly 
and I finally touched bases for getting a beginner's SIG as 
well. Getting the two of us together is been problematic. 
but we're working on it. Hope to have more information 
by the next board meeting. 

• Alcor – Dale Fenske: nominal 
• OMSI – Carol and Jan: There is an 80% probability that 

the October meeting will be held in the auditorium. No-
vember meeting in the auditorium.  December meeting 
will be held in the café.  RCA holiday potluck will be the 
3rd Monday, Dec. 17. 

Old Business 
• Review status of forum communications with Patton, 

Martin, Geramy, and Carol. Patton will contact Geramy 
to purchase the domain name rosecityastronomers.com. 
Larry is working with Patton to facilitate this.  

• Action Item:  Forum committee review and proposals.  
Consider adding in the previous action item of develop-
ing a knowledge base section.  Tabled. 

• Action Item:  Mentorship program – Jim Reilly and Tom 
Nathe connect.  We have a need for a mentor right now.  
This may be a way to support youth programs during the 
off season?  Tabled. 

• NWRAL discussion.  Tabled. 
• Election process:  Committee report.  Greg Rohde: 

The proposed slate of nominees is: Sameer, President; 
Margaret McCrea, Secretary; Doug Huston, VP Observ-
ing. Nominations remain open through the October gen-

Board Meeting Minutes  (Continued from page 8) eral meeting. Andy Phelps will send a notification of 
nominees to Larry to include in October newsletter. 

• Action Item:  Carol and Dareth to review and present 
information about sister club concept in connection with 
the GAMA group. Tabled 

• Action Item:  Carol to procure a new youth director for 
RCA. Tabled. 

• Action Item:  Sameer to review/report on proposal from 
Charles Fu of Zen-Ray Optics. Tabled.  

• Action Item:  Tom Nathe to connect with Jay Wilkins 
about SIG.  Matt Brewster to connect with Jay about pre-
senting to an RCA general meeting. Tabled. 

• Action Item:  Carol and Dareth review/present informa-
tion about joining ASOP’s Night Sky Network. Tabled. 

• Action Item:  Finishing up and closing down ALCON 
actions. Tabled. 

• Action Item:  Greg Rohde -- 501c3 and the UNIX sta-
tions. Tabled. 

New Business 
• Park Liaison – Greg Rohde is Stub Stewart liaison. Ta-

bled. 
• City Liaison (City of Beaverton?  City of Portland?  City 

of Gresham?) Tabled. 
• Adjourned 9:15 

Communications Committee Update 
The Committee’s charge is to make a recommendation to 
the Board that addresses these two questions: 

What primary Internet-based method/technology 
should the Board use to communicate with members? 
What primary Internet-based method/technology 
should the Club maintain for members to communicate 
with other members? 

The first step the Committee is taking is to gather feedback 
from members on what you all think of the current listserv, 
and you’re your interest is in making changes.  Each family 
member is welcome to complete the survey. 
If you are on the Listserv, you have already received an 
email with a link to the online version of the survey, and 
hopefully have already responded. 
If you are not on the Listserv (or lost track of the email an-
nouncement) and wish to complete the online survey, go to: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=7pLeh6w4gCGEXY1vAejLmg_3d_3d 

If you do not have email or access to a computer to take the 
survey online, call David Nemo (W: 503-823-3214) and he 
will mail you a printed copy of the survey to complete and 
return. 
The Committee will use this feedback to guide them in de-
veloping a recommendation to present to the Board in Janu-
ary 2008. 

mailto:johncdelacy@comcast.net
mailto:don@dbpeckham.com
http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=7pLeh6w4gCGEXY1vAejLmg_3d_3d
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

November 2007________________________________________ 
Nov 5 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Nov 17 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Nov 19 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 
Nov 21 Wed Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 

December 2007________________________________________ 
Dec 3 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Dec 7 Fri Downtowner’s Luncheon TBD Noon 
Dec 15 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Dec 17 Mon RCA Holiday Potluck! OMSI Cafeteria 7pm 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

