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RCA DECEMBER 17 HOLIDAY POTLUCK 

In keeping with annual tradition, the December meeting of the Rose City As-
tronomers will be a holiday buffet and social gathering for all family members to 
be held in the OMSI Planetarium lobby. 
Each member is asked to bring a dish to serve 10-12 people. 
If your last name begins with . . . 

A to G,  please bring an appetizer or side dish 
H to N, please bring a dessert 
O to Z, please bring a main dish 

Plates, silverware, and beverages/ice will be supplied by the club.  Just bring your 
dish along with a serving utensil and enjoy the holiday spirit of the RCA member-
ship. 
The Holiday Social is a great event to pick up some excellent holiday deals!  Save 
time to shop at the RCA Sales Table for your favorite astronomy gifts.  In addi-
tion, the Swap Meet will be back by popular demand and there will be ample 
empty tables around the room for everyone who is interested in displaying items 
for the Swap Meet. 
There will also be tables provided for interesting celestial displays.   If you have 
taken any astronomy pictures this year and want to share them, this is your ideal 
opportunity.  Members also bring their latest inventions and "astro stuff."  If you 
have a fun gadget, item, or tool, please bring it in and show it off to the rest of the 
membership! 
Note that December 17 is the THIRD Monday of the month which is the evening 
of our normal general meeting.  We hope to see everyone there! 

http://www.astroleague.org
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A Scene from the 2007 Astro-
nomical League Convention 
(ALCON) in Portland, Oregon. 
 
 
More memories from ALCON 
2007 on Page 3 

(Photos by Tom Nathe) 

President Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@yahoo.com 
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VP Community Affairs Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 
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Club Officers 

RCA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and 
Astronomy magazines. The RCA 
member rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year or 
$65.95 for two years. The RCA 
member rate for Astronomy 
magazine is $34 for one year or $60 
for two years. For more information 
go to the RCA web site index and 
click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, Treasurer, 
503-675-5217, will be taking 
renewals and new subscriptions at 
the Magazine Table before General 
Meetings. Please make checks out to 
“RCA” and allow two months for 
your subscription to be renewed. 
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ALCON 2007 
We Followed the Oregon Trail to the Stars! 

by  

Dareth Murray, Chair 

& Carol Huston, Vice Chair  

ALCON 07 Committee 

The Astronomical League’s 60th anniversary convention 
was held in Portland, Oregon, Friday and Saturday August 3 
and 4, 2007, on the campus of Portland State University 
(PSU).  Co-sponsored by the PSU Physics Department, AL-
CON-07 was offered as one of its summer credit classes.  The 
convention hosts, the Rose City Astronomers, had worked for 
over two years to make this event the best ever. The weather 
cooperated and some of our guests from the South and Mid-
west were astonished at how temperate Portland is. 

On Thursday, the day before the convention, the AL Council 
met for their annual all-day business session.  Meanwhile, 
twenty-six vendors were bringing their wares into the grand 
ballroom of Portland State University’s Smith Memorial Un-
ion. They were excited by the amount of room they had. There 
were artists, telescope makers, telescope vendors, eyepiece and 
equipment sellers, book publishers, local crafters with unique 
items – you name it. Meade, Sky & Telescope, and Astronomy 
Magazine were all well represented. The ALCON 07 Vendor 
Committee (Steve Aberle, Greg Rohde, and Rebecca Gee) was 
responsible for the smashing success of this aspect of the con-
vention. They started over 18 months before the convention to 
book both local and national vendors. Kudos to them for a 
fantastic job. 

By 5 p.m. on Thursday the vendors were all set up and were 
happy to attend a catered reception along with the AL Council 
and the RCA ALCON 07 Committee members and volunteers. 
Later in the evening, Rick Kang from the University of Ore-
gon, Pine Mountain Observatory (PMO) in Bend, Oregon 
spoke to a crowded room at University Place sharing some of 

the exciting outreach work that PMO is doing for school chil-
dren K-12 and beyond.  

On Friday morning, Dareth Murray and Carol Huston, chair 
and vice-chair of the ALCON O7 Committee, convened the 
event promptly at 8:30, welcoming AL President Terry Mann 
and AL Vice President Carroll Iorg along with many other 
attendees. After that, it was non-stop action for the rest of the 
day and night. Carol was parked at the Guest Services table, 
giving out information, welcome packets, and directions to 
different sites in the city. Her innate ability to make people feel 
at home really helped the out-of-state attendees. She is a shin-
ing star for RCA! 

Across from Carol, the registration booth was very busy the 
first few hours of the convention as attendees picked up their 
registration packets, badges, and other goodies. David and Gail 
Nemo were tireless, staffing the registration booth all day. Gail 
with her brilliant smile and David with his dedicated and gen-
ial attention to detail helped the registration process go like 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dareth & Carol (photo by Jan Keiski) 
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clockwork. David also put in extra time as Treasurer and Web-
master for ALCON 07 while Gail handled registrations months 
before the event. It was a class act.  

Friday provided a stellar lineup of international and local ama-
teur astronomers and professionals who fired their audiences 
with the best of what astronomy is all about. Kelly Beatty, 
editor of Sky and Telescope Magazine, gave a riveting presen-
tation about the early years of Sputnik.  Andy Burns, from 
Bath, England told the Herschel story, as only he can, being 
one of the directors of the Herschel Museum in Bath.  Tim 
Crawford spoke on Visual & CCD Observing of Variable 
Stars, and Todd Duncan spoke on Our Cosmic Context.  Bob 
Grossfeld gave a presentation on the Sunriver Nature Observa-
tory, and Bert Stevens spoke on Asteroid Astronomy, NEO 
and Far. 

The Friday night dinner was billed as a potlatch – a Pacific 
Northwest Native American term for a celebration, a giving of 

food and gifts. We celebrated our Potlatch at the Native 
American Community Center at PSU. Staffed by the tireless 
and dedicated volunteers, Tim and Chris Anderson, the pot-
latch was a fine evening with good company, good conversa-
tion, and excellent entertainment. 

The highlight of the evening was the Native American dancers 
from the Umatilla Nation who brought everyone to their feet 
with their drumming, dancing, and chanting. They engaged the 
group in a tribal dance of friendship; many in the audience 
participated in this wonderful dance.  After the dancing, Andy 
Burns gave an entertaining presentation on various aboriginal 
races’ ideas about the cosmos and what is really up there. 
Many gifts were given, including a replica of Herschel’s front 
door by Andy Burns and shells by Bob McGown, ALCON 
Committee member.  We left, uplifted by the united strength 
of our combined passion for the universe and wandered over to 
the park for a star party organized by the RCA and sponsored 
by Meade.  

On the public tennis courts near the Native American Center, 
we were able to do some observing with about 15 instruments 
ranging from a twenty-eight inch string Dob to binoculars. 
Livening up the star party were our friends Deb and Paul 
Hirshmann on stand-up bass and guitar/mandolin with John 
Harris playing washboard – good  ol’ Oregon rhythm and 
blues. With the downtown Portland light glow, we had only a 
view of the main players in the sky, but it was fun. We even 

ALCON 2007  (Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Gail Nemo (Photo by Tom Nathe) 

Tim Crawford (Photo by Tom Nathe) 

(photo by Jan Keiski) 
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attracted some passersby who looked through a telescope at 
Jupiter for the first time in their life. This is one of the reasons 
we love this hobby: the ability to get people interested in the 
night sky. We talked about light pollution and what we can all 
do about it. About midnight, we slowly packed up gear, instru-
ments, and ourselves and crept back to our rooms. 

On Saturday, the convention had two tracks of presentations: 
technical and general, along with the Astronomical League’s 
annual business meeting and the presentations of the two 
youth-award winners. The first roundtable titled Blue Sky 
Thinking, Black Space Realities consisted of Timothy Zahn, 
New York Times best selling science fiction author, Richard 
Berry, former editor of Astronomy magazine, and Kelly 
Beatty, editor of Sky and Telescope magazine. The discussion 
ranged from the early beginnings of the space exploration pro-
gram to present NASA, China, and ESA efforts and also in-
cluded speculation on future projects. It was lively, with many 
questions from the audience. 

Other highlights of the day included ALCON 07 committee 
member Bob McGown and exploration geologist Richard 
Bence who gave a highly technical presentation on Planetary 
Interiors & Extrasolar Meteorites. There was a very popular 
roundtable on telescope making and CCD imaging with Dan 
Gray, Mel Bartels, and David Haworth, all RCA members. 

Leo Cavagnaro, vice president of the Grupo de Astrónomos 
Mendocinos Aficionados (GAMA) from Mendoza, Argentina, 
gave a fascinating talk on Exploring the Southern Skies. Leo, 
along with two other GAMA members, flew to Oregon to give 
presentations at ALCON 07 and at the Oregon Star Party in 
mid-August. This was their first visit to the U.S., and they 
loved everything Oregon!  

Richard Berry gave an interesting presentation on Stellar Pho-
tometry with CCD Cameras, David Haworth talked about Ob-
serving the Universe with a Camera, Dr. Greg Bothun pre-
sented Dark Matter and the Universe, and Dr. Irwin Horowitz 
presented Astronomical Spectroscopy.  

At 5 p.m., we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the A.L. with 
a cake in the vendor hall. All the vendors donated items for a 
raffle which was held immediately after the cake cutting. This 
highly popular event was a fun way to bring to an end the ac-
tivities of the day. Now, all that was left of the convention was 
the long anticipated Awards Banquet. 

The banquet began by honoring the flags of the three countries 
represented at the convention: Argentina, Great Britain, and 
the U.S. with their national anthems. Diana Murray prepared a 
special video for the U.S. anthem. Master of Ceremonies, 
Sameer Ruiwale, introduced Dareth Murray, the chair of the 
ALCON 07 Committee. She, in turn, introduced her committee 
and volunteers. Tom Nathe, chair of the Speaker Committee, 
gave all the ladies a beautiful rose corsage. The President of 
the A.L., Terry Mann, was introduced as were many distin-
guished guests, speakers, and their spouses.  

After the delicious buffet, Terry Mann presented the Jack 

ALCON 2007  (Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Tennis Court Downtown Star Party  (Photo by Tom Nathe) 

Dareth Murray introduces panel participants...Timothy Zahn, 
Richard Berry and Kelly Beatty (Photo by Tom Nathe) 
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Horkheimer Award for exceptional service to Charles “CJ” 
Wood. Carroll Iorg introduced Kelly Beatty who then pre-
sented the National Young Astronomer Award to Naomi Pe-
quette, a senior at Littleton High School, Littleton, Colorado. 
This special young lady received a 10 inch Meade LX-200 
telescope among other things!  Both of the youth winners and 
their parents were guests of the Astronomical League for the 
convention and banquet.  

The Rose City Astronomer’s Rosette Gazette newsletter was 
selected best in the A.L. for the year! Larry Deal, the editor, 
has done a terrific job editing the Gazette for over three years 

and we are all very proud of the professional look he has given 
the newsletter. You can see it for yourself at:  
http://www.rca-omsi.org/gazette/ 

Marni Berendsen, keynote speaker for the banquet, gave a fun-
filled, audience participation presentation titled Pull the Uni-
verse from Your Pocket. Using everyday materials like adding 
machine paper and pencils, Marni was able to illustrate just 
how big the solar system is and where we are in it. The Astro-
nomical Society of the Pacific has a program called Night Sky 
Network, which Marni was promoting in the vendor hall for 
ALCON 07. This program, which includes NASA and JPL as 
sponsors, started in March 2004 and provides outreach materi-
als for amateur astronomy clubs so they can bring astronomy 
and the excitement of NASA missions to their communities.  

At the end of Marni’s presentation, Dareth called on the Des 
Moines folks who will be hosting ALCON 08. They gave a 
short presentation on the great convention they will be putting 
on next August. Dareth then thanked everyone again, and offi-
cially turned over the responsibilities for ALCON to the capa-
ble representatives from the great city of Des Moines, Iowa. 
With a final thank you from Dareth to all those volunteers who 
had labored so long and hard to make ALCON O7 such a suc-
cess, this convention came to a close and passed into history.  
See you in Iowa in 08!  

ALCON 2007  (Continued from page 5) 

Marni Berendsen (Photo by Tom Nathe) 

Alcon 2007 Photographer Jan Keiski at work 
(Photo by Tom Nathe) 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/gazette
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THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

The Strange Case of Comet Holmes 

How does a faint and practically unknown periodic comet suddenly burst into worldwide fame? By explod-
ing? An impact? By splitting in two? We still don’t know, but whatever caused Comet Holmes to suddenly 
brighten from magnitude 17 to 2.5 starting October 23 certainly created a sensational object.  

Whatever mechanism created this outburst it seems more likely to be an inherent property of the comet 
rather than an impact. Consider that this comet was discovered in November 6, 1892 by Edwin Holmes, a 
British amateur astronomer, when it went through a similar outburst. It had another but smaller outburst 
around January 15, 1893 so that would imply a highly improbable sequence of three impacts over 115 
years to explain the dramatic brightenings of Comet Holmes. Certainly not outside the realm of the possi-
ble, but just barely. 

An interesting article about the comet written in 1893 from Lick Observatory can be accessed at:  
http://books.google.com/books?
id=yxoAAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA93&lpg=PA93&dq=spectrum+of+comet+holmes&source=web&ots=nRH
bsrcreE&sig=BNFcN4kv2kC7pFZZRnUqzyU5UEY#PPA93,M1  

Comet theorist Zdenek Sekanina of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory has estimated that the October 23, 2007 
outburst expelled approximately 100 million tons of dust into space. That sounds huge but is only one fifth 
the amount of ash that Mount St. Helens shot into the air when it erupted in 1980. The Hubble Space Tele-
scope imaged the pseudo nucleus of Comet Holmes and has seen a surprisingly smooth distribution of ma-
terial around it, implying that the comet hasn’t split up. 

What about an explosion? Many comets undergo dra-
matic brightenings as they get close to the Sun, in fact 
that’s why comets get brighter at all as they approach 
the Sun. Because the brightening of Comet Holmes has 
been so dramatic something unusual must be going on, 
or perhaps the structure of this comet is unusual. In 
1984 astronomer Fred Whipple proposed that Comet 
Holmes 1892-3 outbursts may have been caused by 
small satellites whose orbits crashed them into the main 
part of the comet. Although not as unlikely as impact, 
having three satellites crashing into one comet seems a 
bit of a stretch. 

An intriguing hypothesis has been proposed by Gary 
Kronk (http://cometography.com/periodic_comets.html) 
who suggests that the fluctuating perihelion distance of 
Comet Holmes may be the key to its outbursts. In 1892 
it was 2.12 AU (astronomical unit, with 1.0 being the 
mean distance of the Earth to the Sun). This distance 
has been increased by encounters with Jupiter in 1908, 
1968 and then in 2004 a third encounter decreased its 
perihelion distance to 2.05AU.  

(Continued on page 8) 

Comet Holmes as seen by the HST on November 4, 2007. 
This image of Comet Holmes's inner coma is 10″ wide. The 
2-mile-wide nucleus of the comet in unresolved by HST 
and it's also apparent that the comet had not broken apart. 
NASA / ESA / Harold Weaver (JHU/APL). 

http://books.google.com/books?id=yxoAAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA93&lpg=PA93&dq=spectrum+of+comet+holmes&source=web&ots=nRHbsrcreE&sig=BNFcN4kv2kC7pFZZRnUqzyU5UEY#PPA93,M1
http://cometography.com/periodic_comets.html
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This implies that the closer to the Sun that Comet Holmes gets the more likely it is to have major outburst. 
That seems downright plausible, as its easy to imagine that the comet’s volatiles would evaporate more 
vigorously the closer it is to the Sun. 

There are tons of excellent astrophotos on the web, just do a search on “Comet Holmes” and you’ll find 
plenty, but it’s the visual appearance of the comet and how it evolved that captured my imagination. I first 
saw it, like most of us in the Pacific Northwest, on the evening of October 25. Of course it was clear – full 
Moon that night – but even so on first glance after walking out of my house I easily saw the comet with no 
optical aid. Holy cow, I had to point a scope at this thing! 

My first telescopic view was a startling and memorable sight, and is only partially captured in the first 
sketch on the left. Round, bright and a lovely golden-yellow it was also surprisingly distinct and large. 
Even at low power (46x through a 13” Newtonian) it was immediately apparent that this was a unique 
comet. 112x gave the best view and it was mesmerizing – the color was especially enjoyable. 

Five nights later the color was essentially gone, with only a trace left in the brightest area near the pseudo 
nucleus. But holy cow again, the comet had expanded tremendously and now a faint trace of a broad tail 
was barely seen. This really impressed me since this and the October 25th observation were from my light 
polluted backyard only 23 blocks from downtown Portland! I could only imagine what the tail might have 
looked like in a dark sky.  

Six more nights later on November 5th I had a chance to observe the comet in dark skies and through a 28 
inch scope. No tail, no color but it’s gigantic and the lowest power of the big scope (105x) barely fit the 
entire comet into the fov. At 219x the number of stars that were seen shining through the comet gave it a 
wonderful transparency, like fine crystal in moonlight. I was also fascinated how the brightest area near the 
pseudo nucleus had become very comet-like in shape but was still contained within the slightly elongated 
outer coma. Depending on my frame of mind it either looked like rocket exhaust or a jelly fish.  

On each of these nights and a few in between the comet was a bright naked eye object around magnitude 
2.5 or so making it the third brightest object in Perseus. It was also obviously non-stellar from my back-
yard but just barely so. From dark skies it was definitely fuzzy looking, larger and had more contrast. 

My last look for now was on November 8 from my backyard and the comet had faded noticeably both na-
ked eye and through the 13” scope. But its appeal hadn’t faded at all and even though I’m writing this 
nearly two weeks later I can’t wait to see it again.  

The Observers Corner  (Continued from page 7) 

Comet Holmes: (left to right) October 25, October 30 and November 5, 2007. The sketches are scaled to ap-
proximate the expansion of the comet. 



©Copyright 2007  The Rose City Astronomers  All Rights Reserved.           Page 9 

THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

Editor’s Note:  Somehow I missed getting Howard’s November piece in the November Rosette Gazette.  I found it too interesting 
to leave out another month, enjoy. 

This November has two notable features to its night sky. First, 
the constellations of the evening sky are the same as the early 
morning sky we see in August at the OSP – Orion and friends 
will dominate the sky for the next several months. Second, 
Mars is brightening rapidly toward its late December opposi-
tion.  

Since most of us are unlikely to be at a true dark site this time 
of year Mars is probably going to be our observing highlight of 
the month. “Probably” leaves room for the unexpected like a 
bright aurora, a surprisingly strong meteor shower or even a 
bright comet. You never know… 

Although Mars doesn’t reach opposition until late December 
now’s the time to start observing so you can train your eye to 
discern detail on the Martian disc. Not only that, but this oppo-
sition of Mars is the closest we’re getting until 2016. We also 
have the advantage this year of Mars being about as far north 
on the ecliptic as it can get, meaning that the planet will be as 
high in our sky as it can get and that our views will be more 
likely to be sharp and steady. 

Having said that, here are a few words of perspective for ob-
serving Mars: 

1. If you’ve been following the latest webcam images on the 
internet made with webcams, know that you will not see 
the same amount of detail through your telescope. But 
don’t miss out on all the great images as they record an 
incredible amount of detail. It’s worth joining the Yahoo 
Mars Observer group just to keep up on the latest results 
from some of the worlds most talented imagers:  
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/marsobservers/?
yguid=263494443  

2. Even though Mars is approaching opposition it will still 
appear quite small in your eyepiece, not quite the apparent 
size of the globe of Saturn. 

3. The albedo surface features are difficult to see at first 
glance because they typically have surprisingly low con-
trast. Again, don’t let the great webcam images on the 
internet set your expectations. 

4. Mars is not red. It’s a pleasing combination of orange-
yellow with gray-ish dark areas. Clouds can be gray-ish 
white and the polar caps are a nearly pure white and dust 
clouds are a dusky yellow. 

5. To see any significant detail on Mars you need to look for 
several minutes at a time, minimum. The longer you look, 
the more likely you’ll see more. Two reasons for this – 
one, the longer you look the more steady moments of see-
ing you’re likely to encounter, and two, it takes a few min-
utes for your eye to get past being dazzled by Mars’ 
brightness. 

6. Sketching is a great way to help your eye see more detail. 
However, having a good photo of Mars for reference at 
the eyepiece works just as well. The idea is to pay very 
close attention to selected areas, which will not only fix 
your bearings on what you’re looking at but may allow for 
some of the finer details to come through. Also, knowing 
the names of the features you’re seeing makes them all the 
more exciting. 

7. One side of Mars is pretty blank so if you don’t see much 
it may be because that’s the side you’re looking at. Or 
maybe the seeing is lousy. To be sure, check the internet 
for programs that show what side of Mars you’re looking 
at, like this one at Sky & Telescope’s website:  
h t t p : / / w w w . s k y a n d t e l e s c o p e . c o m / r e s o u r c e s /
software/3304921.html?c=y&page=2 

(Continued on page 10) 

Mars 2007 

http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/marsobservers/?
http://www.s
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RCA LIBRARY 
The Rose City Astronomers maintains a 
comprehensive club library of astronomy 
related articles, books, CDs and videos. 
These items can be borrowed by members 
through checkout at the general meetings for 
a period of one month with renewals avail-
able by phone or e-mail to the club library 
director, Jan Keiski.  
The RCA library is constantly growing 
through many donations and the purchase of 
new materials. A listing of library materials 
(PDF format) can be found at the library web 
page: http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 
Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net) 503-539-4566 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturday, December 15, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
For more information contact:  
Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 
Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

8. Colored filters can help a lot. Red helps with seeing sur-
face features and blue helps isolates clouds. Magenta is a 
nice intermediate color to boost details as well, which is 
what the filters advertised as “Mars Filters” are. A vari-
able polarizing filter reduces the brightness exactly to the 
level that’s comfortable to your eye and may allow more 
detail to be seen right off the bat. 

9. Better than filters is a binoviewer. Observing with both 
eyes tends to improve contrast, plus it’s much easier to 
observe for several minutes at a time with both eyes open. 

Filters can also be used with a binoviewer to further en-
hance your view, but on the other hand this is an expen-
sive accessory. 

10. The first week of December holds a special treat as Mars 
will be just a few degrees south of the nice open cluster 
NGC 2266. Actually they won’t appear all that far apart 
from the end of October through mid-December. 

11. Looking even further ahead, we’re nearly certain to have 
clear skies on the night of this December’s opposition as 
it’s also the night of full moon. Unfortunately it’s also 
Christmas Eve. Alas. 

Mars 2007   (Continued from page 9) 

RCA Library's Chief Cook and Bottle Washer 
Jan Keiski Celebrates!  

Library volunteers Chris Steinkamp, Carolyn Nissen and Penny Hen-
ning working the November General Meeting. 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm
mailto:jikeiski@comcast.net
mailto:johncdelacy@comcast.net
mailto:don@dbpeckham.com
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Board members present: Matt Brewster, Larry Godsey, David 
Nemo, Patton Echols, Dale Fenske, Jim Reilly, Carol Huston, 
Matt Vartanian, Ken Hose, Greg Rohde, Tom Nathe, Jan 
Keiski, Andy Phelps, Bob McGown. Guest: Doug Huston. 
Board Reports 
• Secretary’s Report – Andy Phelps:  Quorum (10) met 

with 14 voting members present.   
• Treasurer’s Report – Larry Godsey:  Total Liabilities & 

Equity: Operations $20,030.73, Site Fund $15,954.78.  
The club has a credit card with a low limit. It is a small 
business Visa. Larry can control the amount available to 
charge. 

• VP Programming – Matt Brewster: Speaker for Novem-
ber had to back out. He will try to get a speaker to talk 
about comet 17P/Holmes.  Matt needs people to show up 
early to help set up the December dinner meeting in the 
OMSI Café. 

• VP Observing – Matt Vartanian:  Matt will work with 
Doug Huston this weekend to work on the 2008 observ-
ing calendar. Kah-Nee-Ta star party will be arranged so it 
will not conflict with Camp Hancock. 

• VP Community Affairs – Patton Echols: nominal 
• Media Director – Patton Echols:  nominal 
• VP Membership – Ken Hose:  Current membership is 

250. $1108 collected in dues. 8 new members and 38 
renewals. Renewal reminders were very successful. 

• New Member Advisor – Jim Reilly: New member orien-
tation meeting will be held at 6:15 prior to the general 
meeting. 

• Sales – Sameer Ruiwale: October sales were $369. New 
products have arrived since last general meeting. 

• Book Library – Jan Keiski: Nominal. 
• Telescope Library – Greg Rohde: Nominal 
• IDA – Bob McGown: nominal 
• Magazine Subscriptions – Larry Godsey: Nominal 
• Site Committee – David Nemo: Nominal 
• SIGs – Tom Nathe: Science SIG has had two meetings. 

Will be on hiatus for November and December. 
• Alcor – Dale Fenske: Will update membership list to 

A.L. when RCA list is updated in November. 
• OMSI – Carol and Jan: November meeting will be held 

in the auditorium and December holiday potluck and 
meeting will be held in the auditorium and planetarium 
lobby. 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
November 5, 2007 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Andy Phelps 

Old Business 
• Action Item:  Forum issue – status. Patton and Larry re-

ported that RCA is now in possession of URLs.  Forum 
Committee report – David reported that the survey is up 
and running. There have been about 75 responses so far. 
Dave Sandage incurred an expense of $19.95 to operate 
survey. He will be reimbursed. Committee hopes to give a 
recommendation to board in January. 

• Action Item:  Mentorship program – Jim Reilly and Tom 
Nathe connect.  We have a need for a mentor right now.  
This may be a way to support youth programs during the 
off season?  Jim will reconnect with members who have 
expressed interest in being mentors. He and Tom will 
discuss other details. Rollout may be possible at info fair 
in January. 

• Action Item:  Awards Committee develop a comprehen-
sive list of AL and RCA awards with criteria and submit-
tal dates  – Dareth, Bob, Doug, Dale: Doug reports that 
several members are being considered for various awards. 
Carol would like a list of all RCA and AL awards. 

• 2008 Election Process:  Report from committee – Greg: 
We have nominees for all open positions except for V.P. 
of communications. Matt may have ideas for possible 
nominees. Andy will facilitate election at November 
meeting. 

• Action Item:  Sameer to follow through on the proposal 
from Charles Fu of Zen-Ray Optics. Zen-Ray has pro-
posed that the RCA sales table carry smaller binoculars 
(up to 100mm). 

• Action Item:  Carol and Dareth to review and present 
information about sister club concept in connection with 
the GAMA group. Tabled 

• Action Item:  Carol to procure a new youth director for 
RCA. Tabled. 

• Action Item: Tom Nathe has been contacted by a member 
about starting a SIG. The board is reviewing. 

• ALCON report: David: ALCON realized a profit of 
$5226.95 which will be split between the Astronomical 
League, NWRAL and RCA. There still remains an out-
standing bill from NASA for about $76.00 for speaker 
cancellation fees. 

New Business 
• NWRAL discussion: Carol has attempted to work with 

NWRAL in an effort to get them more involved in the 
region. Board discussed its desire to be involved in this 
effort.  

• Astronomy Day: Astronomical League has a lot of mate-
rial on Astronomy Day. RCA used to be very active in 
promoting this event. Carol would like us to participate in 
the next Astronomy Day. Sameer and Doug will look into 
this. 

• Sameer has not found a replacement for sales coordinator. 
Ken Cone will run the sales table, but does not want the 
position. Sameer will continue to follow some leads on 
potential replacements. 
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

January 2008________________________________________ 
Jan 7 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Jan 21 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 
 

December 2007________________________________________ 
Dec 3 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Dec 7 Fri Downtowner’s Luncheon TBD Noon 
Dec 15 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Dec 17 Mon RCA Holiday Potluck! OMSI Lobby 7pm 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

