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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

RCA JUNE 16 GENERAL MEETING 

John will narrate a slide presentation covering basic and advanced tech-
niques for successful aurora and constellation photography.  The follow-
ing topics and techniques will be covered: 
• The Northern Lights in Mythology, History and Science. 
• Preparation and forecasting of Oregon auroras. 
• Recommended equipment for aurora photography. 
• Sources of auroral forecasting, planetary conjunctions and moon ris-

ing times on the web and in astronomy magazines. 
• The Columbia Gorge Petroglyphs as evidence for enhanced auroras 

in prehistoric time (12,000BC to 3000BC) that were 2-3 orders of 
magnitude stronger than today’s storms. 

• Auroras and the sunspot cycle. 
• Why mid-latitude locations such as Oregon are better than Alaska for 

aurora viewing during extreme geomagnetic storms (Kp >8) 
• The best months for auroras and the secret of using mountain rain 

shadows to skirt the clouds. 
• How to work with moonlight in night photography. 
Many of these techniques are not covered in even the most prestigious 
photography schools.  Be prepared for the next Oregon auroral display or 
other celestial event.  

(This image and others like it can be found at http://www.celestialscenics.com/) 

Auroras, Moonscapes and Starry Skies 
Capturing the Magic of the Night Sky with Photography 

Presented by John Flinn 

Celebrating 20 Years 
This Month! 

http://www.astroleague.org
http://www.celestialscenics.com
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RCA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and 
Astronomy magazines. The RCA 
member rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year or 
$65.95 for two years. The RCA 
member rate for Astronomy 
magazine is $34 for one year or $60 
for two years. For more information 
go to the RCA web site index and 
click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, Treasurer, 
503-675-5217, will be taking 
renewals and new subscriptions at 
the Magazine Table before General 
Meetings. Please make checks out to 
“RCA” and allow two months for 
your subscription to be renewed. 

President’s Message 
By Sameer Ruiwale 

Light pollution is a serious issue that 
afflicts our society today. Light bub-
bles over our cities continue to grow 
as we progress towards more urbani-
zation and in the process, we continue 
to loose our beautiful night skies and 
rob our children of the experience of 
a star filled night sky with the Milky-
Way spanning across it. Moreover, 
this light pollution or sky glow is 
really wasted light and energy from 
poorly designed lighting systems that 
throw light upwards into space 
(instead of towards the ground). 

The International Dark Sky Associa-
tion is actively engaged in increasing 
light pollution awareness among com-
munities and local, regional and na-
tional governing bodies. They advo-
cate usage of quality lighting fixtures 

which help reduce light pollution. 
RCA is an active member of IDA and 
aligned with IDA’s mission and 
goals. 

The city of Portland has undertaken a 
major lighting upgrade project in 
downtown Portland to replace aging 
light fixtures with globe fixtures and 
other types of fixtures. RCA is work-
ing with the project planners to share 
our concerns about light pollution and 
provide information about different 
options available that would help re-
duce light pollution. The city is hold-
ing a 2nd open house on June 10th 
2008 (refer to our May ‘08 Gazette 
for details) in which they intend to 
present the type of fixtures they will 
use for this project. RCA members 
are encouraged to attend the open 

house and provide their input to the 
city’s proposal. 

Finally, it's that time of the year for a 
reminder to renew your RCA mem-
bership. Our annual membership runs 
from July 1st to June of next year and 
dues are $24 per member-family. You 
can find renewal forms on the RCA 
website. You can either mail your 
dues to the address on the form or 
bring your check to the next RCA 
meeting. Help support your club and 
keep your membership benefits ac-
tive. Also consider signing up for 
electronic delivery of our newsletter 
if you have not already done so. 
Newsletter printing is a large part of 
our expenses and reducing this ex-
pense will allow us to direct funds to 
other club activities. 
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CLASSIC TELESCOPES 
 

Delving into the deep-sky delights of Scorpius 
with a Lafayette 3-inch refractor. 

by John W. Siple 

Figure 1. Owner’s manual displaying 
Lafayette’s “Arcturus” 3-inch f/12 
equatorial refractor telescope.  

Figure 2. The illustrated outside front 
cover of the 1961 Lafayette Radio Elec-
tronics’ catalog. The “Arcturus” is 
found on page 305. 

(Continued on page 4) 

AS THE SUMMER SEASON approaches 
and the days get longer, the clockwork 
movement of the heavens rotates into posi-
tion one of the original six signs of the 
zodiac. Dwelling in a part of the sky just 
south of Ophiuchus the Serpent Bearer, 
Scorpius (Scorpio) is threatened by the 
Archer’s bow toward the east, while its 
former claws define the constellation Libra 
in the west. In mythology, Scorpius is the 
dreaded enemy of Orion, sent by Gaia to 
destroy the Giant Hunter. 

Hook-shaped Scorpius, the reputed birth-
place of Mars, reaches culmination during 
the months of June and July. The constella-
tion harbors no less than a dozen and a half 
tantalizing globular star clusters. Of that 
total, several are bright Messier objects, 
fine targets for small amateurs’ telescopes. 
A rain of open clusters along with a gener-
ous offering of double stars also credits the 
body of the Scorpion. 

Lafayette’s venerable “Arcturus” refractor 
telescope (Figure 1), sold during the years 
1959-65, was selected for delving into the 
deep-sky delights of Scorpius. During its 
appearance in their catalogs (Figure 2), the 
“Arcturus” was priced at a competitive 
$269.50. (This premium grade instrument 
was manufactured in Tokyo, Japan by 
Royal Astro Optical Industries Co., Ltd. as 
model H-5, and then imported into the 
USA by Lafayette Radio Corporation.)  

The Rho Ophiuchi Nebula, beautifully 
framed in Robert Gendler’s photograph 
(Figure 3), is an area of cosmic turmoil 
found between Ophiuchus and Scorpius. 
Mr. Gendler mentions that “probably no 
other region provides such an impressive 
spectacle of colorful glowing gases juxta-
posed with converging dark rivers of thick 
dust.” At a distance of 540 light years and 
with an age of only 1 million years, this 
collection of molecular clouds and reflec-
tion and emission nebulae is one of the 
nearest and youngest stellar nurseries. 

Antares (Figure 4), or the rival of Mars, is 
a 1st magnitude class M star with a  

diameter of more than twice the earth’s 
orbit. The “Fire Star,” a pulsating variable 
situated at the Scorpion’s heart, is a scintil-
lating reddish-orange point of light in the 
3-inch telescope. Masked by the glare of 
Antares is a magnitude 5.4 emerald sun, 
which is well beyond the capability of the 
small Lafayette refractor to resolve. In 
instruments 6-inches and above, the 3" 
distant companion can be recognized as a 
greenish dot to one side of the primary. 

Graffias (β Scorpii), found in the head of 
the Scorpion, is a 14" pair of magnitude 
2.6 and 4.9 stars. A nice sight in the 3-inch 
refractor using a Tele Vue 13mm Plössl 
eyepiece (70x), both stars appear blue-
white. This easy double mimics the more 
famous Mizar in Ursa Major. 

Nu (ν) Scorpii is a challenging double-
double system for small telescopes, con-
sisting of a 2.3" pair (magnitudes 4.3, 6.8) 
and a 1.2" one (magnitudes 6.4, 7.8) a lei-
surely 41" apart. The 3-inch Lafayette re-
fractor in average seeing shows only three 
out of the four stars bunched together. At 
high power under steady skies the fourth 
star is revealed as a “bump” on the domi-
nant white member of the group. 

Xi (ξ) Scorpii is an interesting triple star, 
part of a more complex multiple system 
that includes the double Struve 1999. The 
5th-magnitude star Xi is a very close unre-
solved binary with a period of 45.7 years. 
The yellowish sun has another much easier 
7th-magnitude companion 7.6" off. Com-
pleting the quintet is Struve 1999, a 12" 
pair of magnitude 7.4 and 8.1 stars located 
283" to the south. Xi strongly resembles ν 
Scorpii in the 3-inch scope, but is wider. 

Lying close to the central line of the Milky 
Way and at a respectful distance above the 
sting of the Scorpion is the Butterfly Clus-
ter. Messier 6 (NGC 6405) is a splashy 
open star cluster 25' in diameter with an 
integrated magnitude of 4.2. Its namesake 
comes from the cluster’s outline, which 
with a little imagination resembles a grace-
ful celestial butterfly with open wings. 
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Figure 4. Antares, the rival of Mars.  

Figure 5. The Oblate Globular M4. 

Figure 6. Herschel’s Delight M80. 

Classic Scopes (Continued from page 3) 

Figure 3. The Rho Ophiuchi Nebula, part of a giant invisible molecular cloud and a very active 
seat of star formation. The bright star in the frame is the red supergiant Antares.  

A very noticeable orange star, the variable 
BM Scorpii, lies on the ENE edge of the 
charming cluster. Using a 19mm Panoptic 
ocular (48x) in the 3-inch refractor, Mess-
ier 6’s sixty-plus suns make a grand sight, 
ranking it as one of the finest open clus-
ters in the heavens for small telescopes. 

Ptolemy’s Cluster, better known as Mess-
ier 7 (NGC 6475), lies 4º southeast of M6. 
As one of Scorpius’s showpieces, the 
sparkling star cluster can easily be seen 
against the backdrop of the summer Milky 
Way without optical aid. Deep-sky guru 
Sue French mentions that “with a 2.4-inch 
scope at least 30 [stars] may be counted, 
the brightest being arranged in the shape 
of a # symbol with every other extension 
chopped off.” In the slightly bigger Lafay-
ette refractor over 50 blue-white orbs—
many of them 6th to 9th magnitude—are 
visible scattered over an area of 1.3º. 

Found forming a triangle with Antares and 
sigma (σ) Scorpii is the loosely concen-
trated (Class IX) globular star cluster 
Messier 4 (NGC 6121). From dark rural 
observing sites the magnitude 5.8 globular 
cluster (Figure 5) can be detected with the 
unaided eye; through the telescope the 

easily resolvable 26' diameter ball of light 
blossoms into a glorious mass of pinpoint 
stars. 19th century astronomer Admiral 
Smyth commented on its distinctive ap-
pearance: “It is elongated N-S and has the 
aspect of a large, pale, granulated nebula, 
running up to a blaze in the centre.”  

The 3-inch refractor with a 9mm Nagler 
eyepiece (101x) shows the deep-sky ob-
ject’s oblateness, attributed in large part to 
a 2½' long ridge or “starbar” of 11th mag-
nitude suns running down the middle of the 
cluster. At a distance of 7,200 light years, 
M4 is perhaps the closest globular star 
cluster to the Solar System. 

Comet-like Messier 80 (NGC 6093) is lo-
cated halfway between Antares and Graf-
fias. In 1785, Sir William Herschel de-
scribed the magnitude 7.3 globular cluster 
as sitting on the western border of what he 
referred to as “An Opening in the Heav-
ens,” a region 4º broad in Scorpius which is 
devoid of stars. At 101x in the 3-inch in-
strument, the exceptionally dense Class II 
globular cluster is a hazy, silvery disk 9' in 
diameter with a much brighter center. A 
splendid photograph of the cluster shows 
its myriad component suns (Figure 6). 

IMAGE CREDITS: Robert Gendler, Jim Misti, Steve Mazlin (The Rho Ophiuchi Nebula); © Paul Mayo www.skylab.com.au/pmsa 
(Antares); Jim Misti of Misti Mountain Observatory (M4); and Gene Katz/Adam Block/NOAO/AURA/NSF (M80). 

http://www.skylab.com.au/pmsa
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THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

The Future Is Coming – now what do we do? 

We’re coming into a new era of amateur astronomy. That’s true on many fronts, but one area that’s beginning to revolutionize 
the way people observe the deep sky with their telescopes is beginning to make its mark – video observing. 

Two high sensitivity video cameras have become available the past couple of years, the black and white StellaCam and the full 
color MallinCam. These small video cameras offer detailed, near real time images of deep sky objects that are viewed on a lap 
top or a video monitor. Both cameras are becoming increasingly popular as they offer tremendously detailed images of all types 
of deep sky objects but with a much shallower learning curve than a CCD camera and subsequent image processing.  

StellaCam 3 monochrome video camera, left, next to a 1.25” eyepiece for scale, and the full color MallinCam Hyper Plus, right. Both take the place of a 
traditional eyepiece. For an idea how these cameras perform, check out a couple of articles about video astronomy in the most recent issue of Amateur 
AstroAnomy magazine (http://www.amateurastronomy.com/) and a review of the StellaCam 3 video camera in the September 2007 issue of Sky & Tele-
scope magazine by Johnny Horne (http://media.skyandtelescope.com/documents/Stellcam3.pdf). Technical and pricing information about the StellaCam 
3 camera and its options can be found at http://www.astrovid.com/products.php?subcat=618, and comparable MallinCam information is at  
http://mallincam.tripod.com/. 

More devices along these lines will follow, each with their 
strengths and weaknesses, and as their affordability increases 
they will no doubt become much more common. I feel a little 
guilty being excited by this prospect but then I live in argua-
bly the most light polluted part of the state – blocks from 
downtown Portland – and can imagine enjoying deep sky 
observing from my backyard that beats anything I could see 
from a dark sky site through non-electronic eyepieces. Think 
how cool it would be to show people galaxies with easy to 
see spiral arms, and in full color, from your backyard or an 
OMSI star party. 

However, as nifty as that prospect sounds I’m also worried 
about these devices showing up at dark sky star parties in 
growing numbers. It’s easy to imagine lap top screens and 
video monitors flooding light all over an observing site - 
think of a bunch of small TV’s scattered around the OSP. The 
potential for light trespass, and resulting conflict, is enor-
mous.  

Proper shielding of a video screen takes some precautions but 

doesn’t need to be difficult, but I also imagine that some peo-
ple new to video astronomy may not realize how much light 
their monitor puts out because their eyes aren’t dark adapted.  

Actually, the irony in that is pretty rich, but what’s to be 
done?  

My guess is that dark sky star parties will soon need specific 
rules for video observers. I’m sure these nice folks are eager 
to make sure their monitors don’t bother anyone, and having 
clear rules for them to follow should help smooth any poten-
tial hard feelings that could otherwise develop. But without 
guidelines the results are likely to be inconsistent and tempers 
will flare when an incompletely shielded monitor announces 
its presence. 

What might a solution look like? 

Video observers can’t set up with the imagers because CCD 
cameras are even more sensitive to light trespass than visual 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.amateurastronomy.com
http://media.skyandtelescope.com/documents/Stellcam3.pdf
http://www.astrovid.com/products.php?subcat=618
http://mallincam.tripod.com
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observers. So it may come to pass that video observers need 
their own section of an observing field, with all their monitors 
or lap top screens facing away from the imagers and visual 
observers. Of course, they’ll still need shielding to prevent 
indirect light trespass – light flooding onto a face or equip-
ment in front of a monitor can also be seriously bright.  

This may take some trial and error, especially at first because 
video astronomers are excited about their equipment and 
what it can show. My guess is that they want to share their 
views and being put off in their own portion of an observing 
field will, at first, discourage that. However, specific rules 
and clear expectations can help smooth the way for this new 
situation and will help everyone’s learning curve.  

My video astronomy dark sky star party rule suggestions:  

All video monitors and lap top screens must be fully shielded 
so a nearby dark adapted person or CCD camera is unaware 
of it.  

The intent of “fully shielded” means that monitor or lap top 

illumination on faces or nearby equipment is also acceptable 
to nearby dark adapted people or CCD cameras. 

It could be just this simple – two rules. There are several ap-
proaches to shielding which should be left up to the individ-
ual but the outcome should be the same - that everyone can 
enjoy a pristine night sky in all its splendor in their favorite 
way. 

Video observing is exciting and I won’t bet against ever have 
one of these cameras someday. However, aside from the res-
ervations I’ve discussed above I’m also worried that as these 
video cameras become more popular the resulting loss of dark 
adaptation will rob video observers of the best view of all – 
the naked eye Milky Way in full glory.  

Although I’m something of a Luddite when it comes to ob-
serving I do appreciate new technology, but this side effect of 
video observing bothers me and will probably dissuade me 
from becoming even a part time video observer. However, 
I’m interested in starting a discussion about all this and hope 
to share thoughts and opinions with many of you in the com-
ing months and years as this bit of the future quickly turns 
into a reality. 

The Observer’s Corner  (Continued from page 5) 

Summer Solstice Star Party  
June 14, 2008 

Summer officially begins with the summer solstice on Friday, 
June 20 at 4:59 p.m. PDT. On Saturday evening, June 14, 
OMSI, Rose City Astronomers and Vancouver Sidewalk As-
tronomers will celebrate the summer solstice and the begin-
ning of summer with a free Star Party! Join us as we gaze at 
the spring / summer night sky at Rooster Rock State Park, lo-
cated 22 miles east of Portland on I-84 (east of Sandy River) 
at exit 25, starting at 9:30 pm. Parking is $3 per vehicle. 

Members of RCA and VSA will make their telescopes avail-
able to anyone who attends, and OMSI Planetarium Manager 
Jim Todd will present informal talks on the occurrence. From 
beginners to experts of all ages, visitors will have the opportu-
nity to view the stars and other objects through a variety of 
telescopes. 

Viewing highlights includes the planet Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, 
the waxing gibbous moon, a meteor or two of the Lyrids Me-
teor Shower, clusters, and more! For possible weather cancel-
lation, call (503) 797-4610 on June 14 after 4:00 PM to get the 
latest information. 

Right hand diagram of how the Sun moves through the sky during summer 
solstice courtesy of Windows to the Universe, http://www.windows.ucar.edu  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu
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For those southern observers who like to identify and study bright emission and reflection nebulae, late March and April 
is a good time to observe in detail an interesting region in the sky where different nebulae ranging from easy-to-see to the 
challenging are visible. Some nebulae are too faint to be observed through an 8-inch telescope however.  
In the Vela-Puppis-Canis Major Region, is found a famous complex, the Gum Nebula. It is a huge HII region, or maybe 
an old supernova remnant according to some researchers. 
In this article I have included reports and comments about my experience observing this region from Mendoza (Latitude 
33S, Longitude 69W ) using an 8-inch reflector telescope. 

The Vela – Puppis – Canis Major region in the Southern Sky 

I have chosen a 50 degree wide region of the constellations centered on Right Ascension 8 hours and Declination –35 
degrees. From this part of the planet, this zone is at the zenith at 10 pm local time in middle March, so the Vela-Puppis-
Canis Major area is very high in the sky. That is very important to try to observe nebulae in the best conditions. 
The map shows the area of the several nebulae included in the observing program. (Continued on Page 8) 
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The observing sites 

Nebulae (continued from page 7) 

Four nights were needed to complete this observing program. The first night to observe this part of the sky was Sunday, 
March 30th. At this time of the year we are in the beginning of autumn in the Southern Hemisphere, but temperatures 
are still good to observe from a site not too far from the city. 
The site chosen to observe the group of nebulae was Jocoli, a place situated at about 43 miles North to Mendoza. The 
limiting visual magnitude that night was 6.2, and in my opinion not bad for an observing site relatively close to Mendoza. 

Canis Major RegionCanis Major Region  

I began observing a group of nebulae and 
star clusters to the East of Canis Major. The 
Seagull Nebula ( IC 2177) was my first tar-
get. 
I first observed the North end of this long 
nebulae, and in my opinion, the more inter-
esting region of this huge object because 
some open clusters and an interesting star 
field are visible there. 
Using low magnifications (42x) you can see a 
rich star field with bright and faint stars. 
Also, three open clusters are clearly visible in 
the same field: NGC 2335, NGC 2343 and 
Collinder 465 (Cr 465). 
NGC 2343 is a 6.7 magnitude open cluster. 
It looks very compact and it is the brighter 
cluster in the field. An interesting S-shaped 
chain of faint stars (magnitude 11) crosses 
the cluster, whose Trumpler classification is 
III,3,p,n. 
NGC 2335 looks fainter and a little bigger 
than NGC 2343. However, it is clearly visi-
ble and seemingly with nebulosity ( its 
Trumpler classification is  III,3,m,n where n 
indicates nebulosity). The magnitude is 7.2 
Between NGC 2343 and the star V569 
Monocerotis, the brighter star in the field 
with visual magnitude 6.5, lie two other 
open clusters: Collinder 465 and Collinder 
466, in a very rich area with several faint 
stars situated in the border of IC 2177. 
A conspicuous dark lane is also visible, situ-
ated between Collinder 465 and the star 
V569 Monocerotis, toward the open cluster 
NGC 2335. 
To the East, at about 24 arc minutes, there 
exists an emission and reflection nebula 

(Continued on page 9) 
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catalogued as Gum 1. This object is not visible when you try to observe it with an 8” telescope without a nebular filter 
(perhaps it would be interesting to try to observe it under a darker sky!). Three bright stars are visible in the middle of the 
eyepiece field, but nothing obvious is visible around the star HD 53367 ( magnitude 7) where this nebula lies, according 
with sky charts and catalogues. 
Observing again Gum 1 with the same magnification but this time using an UHC filter, the nebula is barely visible, and 
averted vision is necessary. It looks like a very faint nebulosity. I had a similar view using 78x and UHC filter. 

The elusive nebula NGC 2327 The elusive nebula NGC 2327   
Moving South we found a very small reflection and also an HII region 
situated in a rich starry field. Using low magnifications, NGC 2327 is not 
obvious at all. A big stream of stars is visible following the nebula IC 
2177. 
Observing the field carefully and using the star configuration as a guide 
( the stars within red circle), in the position where NGC 2327 is situated, 
an object with stellar appearance is visible. At 106x with UHC filter this 
object looks almost stellar with a small nebulosity surrounding it. Is it 
NGC 2327? 
Finally I moved my telescope to the South end of Seagull Nebula. This is 
also a very impressive field. Several stars and interesting stellar chains are 
visible here. To the right side of the eyepiece field a beautiful crown of 5 
stars is clearly noted. 
Cederblad 90 (Ced 90) is situated in the south end of the Seagull Neb-
ula. In that region, and with low magnifications, a small region embedded 
in nebulosity came to view, also some dark structures were visible to the 
South in the same eyepiece field. Bright but faint nebulosity surrounds the star HD 53623 and it is necessary to use 
averted vision. Using a nebular filter (UHC for example) Ced 90 looks a little bigger, embedding the faint stars situated to 
the left. I had a better view of this characteristics using a little higher magnifications (53x). 

The Thor´s Helmet nebula (NGC 2359)The Thor´s Helmet nebula (NGC 2359)  
A very beautiful diffuse nebula lies at about 4 degrees from the star 
Gamma Canis Majoris (magnitude 4.1). It is NGC 2359, a striking 
nebula. It is clearly visible even without filter and you can identify 
some of the shape showed in the picture to the right. With 42x NGC 
2359, also known as the “Duck Nebula”, is easily visible as smooth 
nebulosity in a rich starry field. An awesome view is reached when 
you put on an UHC filter. A fainter filament (indicated with number 
2 in the picture) is visible toward a place where another nebula (IC 
468) is situated. In this zone is an extremely faint nebulosity barely 
v i s i b l e  ( m a y b e  p a r t  o f  I C  4 6 8 ? ) 
With 53x and a UHC filter, the filament is again observed and the 
brighter zone ( number 1 in the picture) is visible very well. More-
over, a narrow dark lane seems to cross the nebula in its central part. 
Using higher magnifications, for example 106x, some stars are visible 
in the brighter part. 
After the observation of NGC 2359 I moved the telescope view near the star Tau Canis Majoris where a small nebula 
(15´x 15´) lies: vdB 96. When the observation was made of this nebula its altitude was 45° above west horizon. 
The nebula was not visible at all even using an UHC filter, I think maybe it is necessary for a bigger telescope or a darker 
sky ( and a higher altitude?) to see something. 

Nebulae  (Continued from page 8) 

To Be Continued in the July 2008 issue of the Rosette Gazette... 
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Attending: Larry Godsey, Greg Rohde, David Nemo, Marga-
ret Campbell, Jan Keiski, Sameer Ruiwale, Dareth Murray, 
Ken Hose, Matt Brewster, Bob McGown.   
Officer Reports 
• Secretary: Quorum met with 10 voting members present. 
• Treasurer:  We have $20,828.58 in club assets, with an 

approximate $2600 expense to Camp Hancock not paid 
yet, and $18,600.04 in the site fund.  We are $662 to the 
good so far this year on a budget that was $1,100 short.  
Several club officers have not spent their full budget yet. 

• Programming:  Greg Cermak of JPL will be speaking 
about the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST), a large 
infrared-optimized plus optical, space telescope, sched-
uled for launch in 2013 
In June, John Flinn from Eugene will speak about the 
aurora borealis, and photographing them.   He will have 
large format prints for viewing and some available for 
sale. 

• Observing:  Dave Nemo confirmed that we can use the 
Maupin site for the three parties on calendar.  Larry God-
sey also reported that we had permission to use Dob Val-
ley at Camp Hancock one time at the last outing.  There 
were 60 registered at this last star party.   Jan reports that 
the sno-park at White River is open and that the parking 
lot is cleared back to pre-slide condition. 

• Community Affairs:  No report. 
• Media: No report.   
• Membership: We have 305 members, above where we 

were last year, but below two years ago.  Brought in 
$406 in April. 

• New Member Advisor: Jim will send an email. 
• Sales:  $190 in sales in April. 
• Library:  Jan brought a copy of Sky & Tel’s 100 Most 

Spectacular Sky Wonders to show the board.  She will be 
purchasing a copy for the library.  Margaret expressed 
that this may be a good publication for RCA sales too. 

•  Scope Library: Nominal 
• IDA: Bob’s been following new styles of lights, more 

LED lights coming along.   
• Magazines: Nominal 
• Webmaster: See demonstration under new business. 
• Site Committee:  About 50 raffle tickets have been sold, 

putting us close to break even point.  It’s time to adver-
tise in newsletter. 

• SIGs: No report 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 5, 2008 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Margaret Campbell 

• ALCOR: No report 
• OMSI: Jim Todd, Sameer Ruiwale, and the OMSI VP of  

Education have signed a new annual contract between 
RCA and OMSI, which is the same as last year’s.  
Sameer Ruiwale read the entire contract to the Board.  
Moved and seconded to ratify the contract as read, and 
passed unanimously.  Note:  Larry uses emails sent by 
Jim Todd to count as documentation of our volunteer 
hours for purposes of meeting our obligations under the 
contract, and to maintain our 501(c)(3) status.   

Old Business 
• Astronomy Day:  Because the cost of renting one corner 

of Pioneer Place was $480, we decided to see if we could 
have Astronomy Day at OMSI.  Solar scopes will be 
there.  Handouts in storage can be given out.  These plans 
were confirmed by Jan via a phone call to Jim Todd who 
was very receptive to hosting RCA at OMSI for Astron-
omy Day.  He volunteered to set up tables for us and sup-
ply NASA handouts he has.  

• Forum/email update: The committee is currently working 
on a second possible program because the first one didn’t 
have all the features members wanted, though it worked 
well. It’s called “Simple Machines eForum.”  

• Awards Committee:  Dareth prepared a list of people 
who have won the Galileo award, with a paragraph on 
each of the winners, for posting on our website.  There 
was a suggestion that the criteria for the award also be on 
the website.  The list of other awards with winners from 
RCA will be on the website tonight.  Dareth also pre-
sented the criteria for the AL Young Astronomers award 
and a letter written by Chris Lee in application for this 
award.  Jan moved and Bob seconded, Board voted 
unanimously to recommend her, bit we suggested that 
she rewrite her letter of application to highlight her quali-
fications better.   

• Sister Clubs:  The sister club committee has agreed on 
the final wording.  Margaret will circulate a copy of it on 
the Board email.  Jan reported on new officers of 
GAMA.  Leo Cavagnaro is the VP of Observing and will 
be liaison with RCA.  Aurelio Fornas is the new presi-
dent. 

• Website Design:  Larry and Dareth presented a demon-
stration of the new website design, and took commentary 
from the Board.  David Nemo will send out proposed 
changes.  All board members were once again encour-
aged to go to the Board website for a link to the proposed 
new website and give feedback.  Larry also pointed out 
that our new webhost, Go Daddy, will give us 100 email 
addresses, and we can have a generic address for each 
officer at rosecityastronomers.org. 

• Starlight Parade: We have received and deposited the 
$250 return of our application fee. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Wednesday, June 18, 7 PM.  
Topic: “Ham Radio Night” 
Presented by:  Russ Paul 
Place: Linus Pauling Complex,  
 3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland. 
Contact: Bob McGown (503-244-0078) 
 or Dareth Murray, (503-957-4499). 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturday, June 14, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
For more information contact:  
Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 
Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

The Rose City Astronomers, Science Special Interest 
Group (SCI-SIG) will be meeting June 14 at 3pm. Following 
the Telescope Workshop at Technical Marine Services. 
Information about SCI-SIG 
This group is for people who would like to advance their 
skills in astronomy beyond casual observing. Various pro-
jects that some group members are involved in include; vari-
able and double star observing, occultations, photometry and 
astrometry. A science background is not required, however a 
curious mind does help. 
Location of TMS - 
http://www.rca-omsi.org/clubprojects.htm#telescope 
Tom Nathe <tmnathe@verizon.net>  RCA SIG coordinator 

• 20th Anniversary:  We have confirmed that June is the 
month of our founding, so Sameer will make the an-
nouncement in our newsletter.  

New Business 
• Annual Budget:  Larry presented a proposed new budget, 

and took comments.  There was some discussion about 
our newsletter costs, since this is the largest single ex-
pense category, though it is down considerably since we 
went to an online option.  It costs $21/person/year to mail 
the newsletter, and we’re down to only 40-50 members 
who receive it by mail.  We agreed to push a bit harder 
for the online option as a “green” option.   Ken will make 
announcements at the RCA meetings to remind people 
and ask them to switch. 

• Downtown South Park Blocks Light Pollution update:  
Sameer presented a discussion he had with the city about 
the lighting project.  What the city most especially needs 
is information that they can use about manufacturers who 
can make the kind of lights we are asking for within the 
design guidelines they have selected (which is basically 
to look like the old lights).  This is information we can 
get from IDA.  There will be a second open house on 
Tuesday, June 10.  We need to get representatives to that 
meeting.  It would be good to get the information to the 
project manager ahead of the meeting.  Sameer would 
like RCA to be present and  is especially interested in 
making a professional and informed presentation to the 
city.  Greg wants to be part of this, because he’s working 
in Hillsboro on the same issue.   

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Campbell-McCrea 
Action Items:  
1. Doug needs to order porta-potties for the Maupin star 

party. 
2. Jan will ask Jim Todd for permission to set up outside 

OMSI for Astronomy Day.  Jan will come down around 
10 a.m. to facilitate set up.  Dareth will  send out an 
email to the RCA membership. 

3. Dareth will put it on website when we confirm it.  
4. Sameer  will review Chris Lee’s letter of application for 

the Astronomical League’s Jack Horkheimer award for 
exceptional young astronomers.the Board webpage and 
check out the new RCA Board web page and provide 
feedback. 

5. Sameer will send Margaret the contact information about 
the t-shirts and sweatshirts that we just bought.    

6. Sameer will check the IDA website for lighting manufac-
turers’ information.  Sameer will ask Lisa Elbert, contact 
for the Downtown South Park Blocks Lighting Project, 
for the name of the manufacturer that they will use.   

Board Meeting Minutes  (Continued from page 10) 

It's that time of year again, astronomy friends, to renew your 
membership with the Rose City Astronomers.  As most of you 
are aware, we have a fiscal calendar year from July 1 to June 
30th.  If you are new to the club, you may have paid a pro-
rated membership fee.  

We begin a new fiscal year with the good news that dues will 
remain the same at $24.00.  This is a bargain for all the bene-
fits available to you--as we are sure you are well aware.   

How to renew?  Checks or cash are accepted at the general 
meeting.  Plenty of renewal forms available also.  You may 
print the renewal form from the RCA website and mail it with 
your check (no cash in the mail, please). 

Be Kind, Renew on Time! 

mailto:johncdelacy@comcast.net
mailto:don@dbpeckham.com
http://www.rca-omsi.org/clubprojects.htm#telescope
mailto:tmnathe@verizon.net
http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm


Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 
Rose City Astronomers 
1945 SE Water Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97214-3354 

PRSRT STD 
US POSTAGE  

PAID 
PORTLAND OR 

PERMIT NO. 3012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

J u n e  2 0 0 8  

RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

July 2008________________________________________ 
Jul 5 Sat RCA Star Party Stub Stewart State Park 
Jul 7 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Jul 11 Fri Downtowner’s Luncheon TBA Noon 
Jul 12 Sat OMSI Star Party Rooster Rock S.P. 
Jul 19 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Jul 19 Sat Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 
Jul 21 Mon General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 
Jul 23 Thurs Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling Complex 7pm 

June 2008________________________________________ 
Jun 2 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Jun 5-7 Thu-Sat NWRAL Star Party Goldendale, WA 
Jun 6 Fri Downtowner’s Luncheon Kell’s Noon 
Jun 14 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Jun 14 Sat Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 
Jun 14 Sat OMSI Star Party Rooster Rock S.P. 
Jun 16 Mon General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 
Jun 18 Thurs Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling Complex 7pm  

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

