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Full Moon 
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http://www.astroleague.org 
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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

First Quarter Moon 
June 19 

Last Quarter Moon 
June 4 

New Moon 
June 12 

RCA JUNE 21 GENERAL MEETING 

RCA Information Fair 
This months general meeting features our annual Information Fair. 
Come visit us and get acquainted with RCA activities and members. 
There will be several tables set up in OMSI's Auditorium with information on RCA programs 
and activities. Learn about the following: 
• Learn about membership benefits. 
• Learn about RCA star parties & regional star parties. 
• Learn about Astronomical League amateur observing 

programs such as the Messier, Caldwell and Herschel 
programs and how to earn observing certificates and 
awards for these. 

• Find out about RCA special interest groups (SIGs) such as 
Cosmology, Astrophysics, Astrophotography, Amateur 
Telescope Making and others. 

• Find out about our Telescope Library where members can 
check out a variety of telescopes to try out. 

• The RCA library will be open with hundreds of astronomy 
related books and videos. 

• The RCA Sales table will feature a large assortment of Astronomy reference books, star-
charts, calendars and assorted accessories for purchase. 
 
RCA swap meet to be held, where members have the 
opportunity to trade their astronomy related items. 
 

The fair begins at 7:00 PM with a short business meeting at 7:30 PM.  
Enter at the Planetarium Entrance right (north) of the Main Entrance. Proceed to your right to 
the auditorium. 

All are Welcome!  Monday June 21 
Social Gathering/Information Fair: 7 pm.  General Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location:  OMSI Auditorium 
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RCA MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
One of the benefits of RCA Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and Astronomy magazines. 

The RCA member rate for Sky & 
Telescope Magazine is $32.95 for one 
year or $65.95 for two years.   The RCA 
member rate for Astronomy magazine is 
$34 for one year or $60 for two years. For 
more information go to the RCA web site 

index and click on the link for magazines.  Please make 
checks out to “RCA” and allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed.   
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/magazines/ 
Larry Godsey <magazines@rosecityastronmers.org> 

RCA LIBRARY  
The Rose City Astronomers main-tains a 
comprehensive club library of astronomy 
related articles, books, CDs and videos. 
These items can be borrowed by members 
through checkout at the general meetings 
for a period of one month with renewals 
available by phone or e-mail to the club 
library director. The RCA library is con-
stantly growing through many donations 
and the purchase of new materials. A list-
ing of library materials (PDF format) can 
be found at the library web page. 
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/library.htm 
Jan Keiski <library@rosecityastronomers.org>  

Office Name Email 

President Sameer Ruiwale president@rosecityastronomers.org 

Past President Carol Huston pastprez@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Membership Ken Hose membership@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Observing/Star Parties Matt Vartanian  observing@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Community Affairs Dawn Willard community@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Communications Matt Brewster communications@rosecityastronomers.org 

Treasurer Larry Godsey treasurer@rosecityastronomers.org 

Secretary Duncan Kitchin secretary@rosecityastronomers.org 

Sales Director Larry Froberg sales@rosecityastronomers.org 

Newsletter Editor Scott Kindt editor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Media Director Diana Fredlund media@rosecityastronomers.org 

New Member Advisor Howard Knytych  newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 

Webmaster Larry Godsey webmaster@rosecityastronomers.org 

ALCOR, Historian Dale Fenske alcor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Library Director Jan Keiski library@rosecityastronomers.org 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde telescope@rosecityastronomers.org 

Observing Site Director David Nemo sitefund@rosecityastronomers.org 

IDA Liaison Dawn Nilson  ida@rosecityastronomers.org 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski omsi@rosecityastronomers.org 

Magazines Director Larry Godsey magazines@rosecityastronomers.org 

SIG Director Scott Kindt  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 

Youth Programs Director Jeannie London  youth@rosecityastronomers.org 

Sister Club Liaison Jan Keiski sisterclubs@rosecityastronomers.org 

CLUB OFFICERS 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

It’s that time of year again, astronomy friends, to renew your membership with the Rose 
City Astronomers.  Our membership year runs from July 1 to June 30th.  If you've joined 
the club this year, your membership is good until June 30, 2011 as you've paid a pro-
rated fee when you joined. 

Dues will remain the same at $24.00.  This is a bargain for all the benefits available to 
you, as we are sure you are well aware.  Membership is not just about personal benefits. 

Your membership dues support the work that RCA does in the community to promote the enjoyment and science of 
astronomy. Speakers, public star parties, classes and support for astronomy in schoolrooms, and outreach programs 
just to name a few of the programs that your membership dues support.  
 
How to renew?  You may print the renewal form from the RCA website http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/
renew.htm and mail it with your check (no cash in the mail, please).  Checks or cash are accepted at the general 
meeting.  Plenty of renewal forms available also.  You can pay online, via PayPal, with 
debit or credit card at  http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/pp/renew.htm (note that 
there is a 1 dollar handling fee for this option, total online renewal cost is $25.00). 

At the general meetings you'll find the friendly VP of Membership, Ken Hose, at a 
table just inside the entrance of the OMSI auditorium.  We’re ready to receive your 
prompt renewal and answer any questions, too! 

Membership status can be checked on the website at:  
www.rosecityastronomers.org/renew.htm  

Thanks to lots of hard work by a host of volunteers, 
RCA once again had an impressive entry in this years 
Rose Festival Starlight Parade. 
 
Float participants include: Brian Wilson, David Nemo, 
Kasia  Jakubowski ,  Sydney Rappaport ,  Chris 
Steincamp, Sameer Ruiwale, Carolyn Sterrett, Craig 
Sterrett, Michael Orelove, TJ, Dawn Willard, Ron 
Willard.  Unfortunately, a couple of other hard 
workers, Margaret Campbell-McCrea (who chaired the 
Parade Committee) and Greg Rhode (who conceived 
and constructed the spiral light galaxy) were unable to 
participate in the parade, but had a big hand in our 
success.  Also, a big thank you to Dan Gray who let us 
build and store the float in his shop - out of the rain. 
 
If you were along the parade route, thanks for shouting 
encouragement and support for our entry.  Thanks as 
well to the RCA Board for funding our entry that 
exposed our club to over 300,000 (my guess) live 
parade watchers and a regional TV audience as well.   RCA Float in the 2010 Starlight Parade 

Photo by David Nemo 

Starlight Parade 2010 
By David Nemo 

Local Happenings 

(Local Happenings continued on page 4) 
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Local Happenings 
(Continued from page 3) 

2011 RCA Calendar 

MAY 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

When is the Trout Lake Star Party in 2011?  If 
I get a telescope for my birthday will it be near 
the full moon?  These questions and more 
could be answered with a 2011 RCA calendar.  
The calendar is in the planning stages at this 
time with a publication date towards the end of 
this year.   
 
Camera’s ready?  What we need from you is 
your calendar worthy photos.  Photos should be 
related in some way to astronomy and should 
preferably be taken within the year.  
Submissions are due by September 1, 2010.  
Please email all submissions to Greg Rohde at: 
telescope@rosecityastronomers.org 

Telescope Workshop  
When:       Saturday, June 26th, 10:00am - 3:00pm 
Location:  Technical Marine Service, Inc.  
 6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island  

SIG Leader: John DeLacy 
Assistant:     Don Peckham 
Email: tw-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm  

Astro-Imaging Special Interest Group 
When:      Monday, June 14th, 7pm 
Location: Beaverton Public Library 
 Conference Room 
 12375 SW 5th St 
 Beaverton 
SIG Leader: Greg Marshall 
Email: ai-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm 

Astrophysics / Cosmology SIG 
When:  Wednesday, June 23rd,  7:00pm 
Topic:  Galaxy Formation and the Early Universe 
Presented by: To Be Announced  

Location: Linus Pauling Complex,   
 3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland.  

SIG Leaders: Jim White & Lamont Brock 
Email: cosmology-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 
www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm  

 Science Special Interest Group 
When:        Saturday, June 26th, 3:00pm 

Location: Technical Marine Service, Inc 
 6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
 Portland 
SIG Leader: Dan Gray 
Email: sci-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/science.htm   

New Members Special Interest Group 
When:  Monday, June 21st, 7pm 
Location: OMSI Auditorium with the Information Fair 
 
SIG Leader: Howard Knytych 
Email: newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.htm 

Downtowners Luncheon 
When:     Friday, July 9th, Noon 
Location: Kell’s 
 112 SW Second Ave. Portland 
SIG Leader: Margaret Campbell-McCrea 
Email: downtown-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm 

Special Interest Groups 
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Yes, we know that the official date for the national Astronomy Day has come and gone, but we all know what the 
weather is like here in the Pacific Northwest in April.  Therefore, OMSI and the Rose City Astronomers have 
decided to postpone Astronomy Day activities this year until June 19th with the hopes that better weather will 
prevail and to have it coincide with  the 60th anniversary of the OMSI planetarium. 
  
Astronomy Day is a grass roots movement designed to share the joy of astronomy with the general population - 
"Bringing Astronomy to the People." On Astronomy Day, thousands of people who have never looked through a 
telescope will have an opportunity to see first hand what has so many amateur and professional astronomers all 
excited. Astronomy clubs, science museums, observatories, universities, planetariums, laboratories, libraries, and 
nature centers host special events and activities to acquaint their population with local astronomical resources and 
facilities. Many of these events are located at non-astronomical sites; shopping malls, parks, urban centers—truly 
Bringing Astronomy to the People. It is an astronomical PR event that helps highlight ways the general public can 
get involved with astronomy - or at least get some of their questions about astronomy answered.  

ASTRONOMY DAY 
June 19, 2010 

The Planetarium celebrates it's 60th anniversary this year with a special celebration event on June 19.  How hard is it 
to train to become an astronaut? What is it like to walk in space? How do you exercise in zero gravity? Find out the 
answers to these questions and more when the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI) welcomes NASA 
astronauts Dottie Metcalf-Lindenburger and Jim Dutton for free special speaking engagements as part of OMSI’s 
60th anniversary celebration of the Kendall Planetarium. Astronaut Dutton will visit OMSI June 12 with 
presentations at 2:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. in the OMSI planetarium. Astronaut Metcalf-Lindenburger will visit OMSI 
on June 19 at 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. in the OMSI auditorium. 
 
All presentations will be comprised of a brief talk by the astronauts followed by questions from visitors. The events 
are free, but space is limited and reservations are required. To reserve space at one of the presentations, email 
rsvp@omsi.edu or call 503.797.4677 with your name, contact info, and number of people.  
 
Dutton and Metcalf-Lindenburger were both part of a recent resupply mission to the International Space Station 
(ISS). Dutton was the pilot on the crew of STS-131 and has logged over 362 hours in space. Metcalf-Lindenburger 
was a mission specialist and has also logged over 362 hours in space. Dutton is originally from Eugene, Oregon and 
now lives in Newberg. Prior to joining NASA, Metcalf-Lindenburger was an Earth science and astronomy teacher at 
Hudson’s Bay High School in Vancouver, Washington. 
 
The astronaut visits are part of OMSI’s 60th anniversary celebration of the Kendall Planetarium. The free 
anniversary event will be held June 19, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on the OMSI front plaza. Several local astronomy 
groups will offer hands-on activities and telescopes for sky viewing. Several historic artifacts, including the original 
planetarium projector, will be on display beginning June 7.  
 
In addition, OMSI will be hosting a Star Party at Rooster Rock and Stub Stewart State Parks beginning at 9:30 p.m. 
on June 19. Visitors will have the opportunity to view the stars and other celestial objects up close and personal 
through telescopes and binoculars.  See additional information about the star parties on page 6, 
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On the scheduled day of each OMSI Star Parties, it is 
suggested that interested visitors call the OMSI Star 
Parties Hotline, 503 797-4610 #2, or check the 
OMSI Star Parties web site for possible weather-related 
cancellations.   
http://www.omsi.edu/starparties 
The event starts at sunset and is free with $5 parking 
per vehicle. Warm clothing and a flashlight with red 
light are recommended. Personal telescopes and 
binoculars are welcome. 
  
To reach Rooster Rock State Park, take I-84 east of the 
Sandy River at exit 25.  The park is located 22 miles 
east of Portland. 
  
To reach L.L. "Stub" Stewart State Park, take US-26 
west of Portland and turn right on OR-47. The park is 
located 23 miles west of Portland. 

OMSI Star Parties - June 19 
Summer Solstice Celebration 

Summer officially begins with the summer solstice on 
Monday, June 21 at 4:28 a.m. PDT. On Saturday 
evening, June 19, OMSI, Rose City Astronomers and 
Vancouver Sidewalk Astronomers will celebrate the 
summer solstice and the beginning of summer with a 
free Star Party!  Join us at Rooster Rock State Park and 
L.L. "Stub" Stewart State Park starting at 9:30 p.m., 
weather permitting. From beginners to experts of all 
ages, here's your opportunity to view the stars and other 
celestial objects up close and personal through 
telescopes and binoculars. Viewing highlights includes 
Venus, Mars and Saturn, several clusters, and more! 
   
OMSI, Rose City Astronomers, Vancouver Sidewalk 
Astronomers and Oregon Parks and Recreation invite 
you to our free Star Parties. The Star Parties provide a 
great opportunity to meet other people that share your 
interest in astronomy, and to view the planets, moon, 
stars, and other celestial sights through telescopes and 
binoculars of all sizes. From beginners to experts, all 
ages are invited. This year, all viewing will be held at 
both Rooster Rock State Park and Stub Stewart State 
Park on the same night!  

White River Star Party - June 12  
In mid-June, Mars and Saturn will be in the evening 
sky, and weather permitting, they will put on a 
beautiful sight!  Neptune rises around 11:45 Jupiter and 
Uranus rise about 1am.  Here is your chance to get 
away to some dark skies to view the stars and other 
celestial objects through telescopes and binoculars. 
 
Directions to the White River site can be found at the 
website: http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/
whiteriver.htm 
 
On the scheduled day it is suggested that interested 
astronomers check the RCA web site:  
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/index.htm for 
possible weather-related cancellations. 

Star Party Scene 

Upcoming Star Parties 

Past Star Party Reports 

Maupin Star Party - May 14-16, 2010 
 
Observing report, Maupin May 14. 
By Steve Stanton 
 
I arrived at the Wapinita Airstrip about 5 PM to 
overcast skies and occasional showers, but the Clear 
Sky Chart promised better weather at sunset.  I'd guess 
the population was about 20 people?  The ground was 
nice and firm and the grass was less than a foot tall.  
All was well. 
 
Come sunset and, yes!, all the clouds had gone away!  
The evening was warm with very light winds and NO 
mosquitoes!  The seeing was a bit fuzzy, but a fine 
night nonetheless.  At sunset we had a great view of a 
thin crescent moon over Mt. Hood, with Venus high 
and bright in the sky.  The International Space Station 
passed overhead at 9:12 PM to give us all a great start 
to the night. 
 
This was my first evening of recording Messier objects; 
I intend to finish up next spring.  I was armed with my 
newly-printed Ultimate Messier Log from the RCA 

 (Continued on page 7) 
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Star Party Scene 

(Continued from page 6) 

website: http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/
index.htm, a printout of what's up from SkyTools Pro 
software (purchased through the RCA at a fabulous 
discount) and my books of Telrad charts.  SkyTools 
recommended Cancer and Leo as the first two 
constellations.  Experienced observers may want to 
skip to the end here, as these are the comments of a 
rank beginner. 
 
Cancer -  M44, around 10 PM.  This huge collection of 
stars completed defeated me the first time I looked for 
it.  That's because I looked for it with my telescope and 
not binoculars.  In my telescope (14.5 inch f/4.3 with 
26mm eyepiece), the field is filled with a bunch of 
stars.  That's nice, but where's the star cluster?  Like the 
Pleiades, the Beehive is best seen at very low power.  
In a binocular, you can frame the cluster in black velvet 
and it's gorgeous. 
 
Cancer – M67.  I had not seen this grouping before and 
I was impressed.  I was reminded of a sparse version of 
M37, a big and bright cluster of dozens of stars.  Well 
worth the visit. 
 
On to Leo – M105.  I have seen what's called the Leo 
Trio, but I didn't know there are TWO of them.  
Finding M105 was easy, but I was surprised to find not 
1 but 3 galaxies in my 26mm eyepiece!  What a treat.  
As it turns out, M105 is the brightest of these three. A 
check of my maps showed the two companions right 
where they belonged, and I learned that I could add 
NGC 3384 and the fainter NGC3389 to my list of 
observed  objects. 
 
Leo – M95 and M96.  A pair of bright galaxies!  These 
two are just contained within the 1.3 degree field of 
view of my scope with a 26mm eyepiece, and a more 
detailed view is had by doubling the magnification and 
viewing each separately.  Both are spirals, and I'll 
return to them another time to view them more 
thoroughly. 
 
Leo – And, the Leo Trio.  Here are the galaxies I had 
seen before.  Containing M66, M65 and an NGC 
galaxy, this is a fine sight, but I think I like my 'new' 

trio around M105 better, having 'discovered' them on 
my own instead of having them shown to me. 
 
Bonus observation in Leo:  While fiddling with my 
iPod Touch planetarium program, I noticed the double 
star Al Geiba in Leo.  Easy to find in the 'lions mane', 
this golden pair is separated by 4'' and is a  lovely sight.  
Seeing wasn't great, and the pair was very twinkly at 
250X. 
 
I took a break and visited Scott Kindt.  He had what he 
called the Stargate asterism in his scope.  This is a 
combination of two triangle-shaped arrangements of 
stars, one group contained in the other.  Very cool 
looking, and nearby was the next item on my list, 
M104, the Sombrero Galaxy.  So, I headed back down 
to field to find both of these.  I found M104, low in the 
sky in Virgo.  Pretty far down in the muck, but the 
Sombrero shape was easily seen.  However, I failed to 
find the Stargate on my own.  But, now I've recorded it 
in my log book, so I'll remember to look for it when I 
visit M104 again. 
 
I'd planned to try to sort my way through the Virgo 
galaxies, but a cloud appeared in the region.  Since it 
was past midnight and I was starting to feel a little 
worn, I decided to log a few old friends, and viewed the 
M13 and M92 globular clusters in Hercules, and M57 
in Virgo.  M57 was interesting in that I could 
remember it as  the first Messier object I ever found, 
with my 6” Dob in my backyard.  At the time (a couple 
of years ago), I thought it was tiny and dim and hard to 
find.  Now, with >4x the light gathering power, much 
darker skies, and a couple of years observing, It looks 
big, bright and easy to find.  I felt I'd made some 
progress! 
 
Turned in a little after 1 AM.  Saturday started cloudy 
and got cloudier.  Around 4 PM someone (I forget 
who) got the updated CSC forecast on their 3G phone.  
All white squares, all night.  Most folks (including me), 
packed their kit and headed home.  But, one out of two 
is not bad for May in Oregon, and I'm looking forward 
to the rest of the season. 

Background photo of the Wapanita Airstrip by Scott Kindt 



©Copyright 2010 The Rose City Astronomers.  All Rights Reserved. Page 8 

Board Members Present 

Sameer Ruiwale (President) 
Ken Hose (VP Membership) 
Dawn Willard (VP Community Affairs) 
Larry Godsey (Treasurer, Webmaster, Magazine Sales) 
Duncan Kitchin (Secretary) 
Larry Froberg (Sales Director) 
Diana Fredlund (Media Director) 
Howard Knytych (New Member Advisor) 
Jan Keiski (Library Director, OMSI Liaison) 
Greg Rohde (Telescope Library) 
David Nemo (Observing Site Director) 
Dawn Nilson (International Dark Sky Liaison) 
Scott Kindt (Special Interest Groups Director) 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 by Sameer Ruiwale and, 
there being 13 of board members present, the quorum requirement of 
10 was declared to be met. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion to approve the agenda. Moved: Duncan Kitchin Second: 
Larry Froberg. Passed by unanimous consent. 

Approval of Minutes 

Moved: Sameer Ruiwale. Second: Duncan Kitchin. Approve minutes 
from the March 2010 board meeting. Passed by unanimous consent. 

Directors’ Reports 

• Secretary’s Report : Duncan Kitchin. Nominal. 
• Treasurers Report : Larry Godsey provided balance sheet and 

profit and loss statement. Costs being held well, on schedule to 
meet budget. All of the materials are also available on the board 
website. 

• Book Library : Jan Keiski. Jan intends to turn back in some of the 
budget, because we have had so many book donations and the 
library contents are in good shape. 

• Sister club: GAMA sends condolences for the passing of Larry 
Deal. Weather is now staring to get very cold, but members are 
continuing to observe. 

• VP Programming : Matt Brewster. Not present. 
• VP Observing : Matt Vartanian. Not present. 
• VP Community Affairs: Jim Todd cancelled OMSI star party, 

due to inclement weather. Dawn has been contacted by evergreen 
Aviation museum in McMinnville asking for help setting up for 
star parties. Two of the dates fall on the same dates as other 
events (OSP and Trout Lake). Dawn will assist in recruiting 
volunteers, but is expecting volunteer numbers to be very low on 
those two dates. Girl scouts have also requested organization of a 
star party. Dawn will ask if volunteers can get free admission to 
the aviation museum if they show up with telescopes. 

• Media Director: Diana Fredlund. Diana needs dates for OMSI 
astronomy day. Shooting for June 19th. This may be a good date 
to coordinate with think out loud. Trying to get an article out 

about 12.5” telescope. Also waiting for speaker information to 
publicize – ready to get the word out as soon as information is 
available. 

• VP Membership : Ken Hose. 6 new members, 3 renewals, 
membership now stands at 338 families. At this time there were 
315 member families last year and 294 the year before; 
continuing to trend higher. Dues of $276 were brought in last 
month in total. Almost half of that amount was via PayPal. 

• New Members : Howard Knytych. New member meeting last 
month attended by approximately 12-15 people. Talked about 
popular observing sites, and didn’t finish until some time into the 
general meeting. Greg Rohde also attended and helped with 
information. Looking for suggestions for May meeting. 

• Sales : Larry Froberg. Sales were a little lower last month, but in 
line with seasonal expectations. Total of $134 at sales table. 
Skytools 3 purchase promoted through list and at meeting; 33 
copies ordered, 31 were pre-sold, 1 additional order received 
after the order sent in. In the original order 1 extra standard and 1 
extra pro version were ordered for sales table, so the extra 
standard edition is already sold and the pro edition will still be 
available at next meeting. Sameer suggests that we should 
consider 3 or 4 additional copies for the sales table. Larry 
Froberg & Larry Godsey both concerned about having that 
amount of value on the books at one time. Suggest alternately 
waiting for new pre-sales, possibly do the same thing next year. 
Also a suggestion that we could either set up a SIG or do a 
presentation at the member meeting. Currently estimate ~80 club 
members with Skytools. Larry Froberg has a volunteer to do a 
presentation. Not sure how far in advance we need to schedule, 
and noted that a presentation could take up a large amount of 
time given the depth of material. Some discussion on options for 
most appropriate presentation. Will start discussion thread on the 
forum. 

• Telescope Library : Greg Rohde. Donated Celestron C10 taken in 
heavy duty metal case. Dawn also has a small aperture refractor 
donation. Will create discussion on the board forum. 

• IDA: Dawn Nilson. Getting follow up calls from Oregon Zoo, 
offered poster that had been created, put them in touch with Dave 
Ingram at IDA. Zoo is looking into some things on management 
and on outreach. Dawn has been fielding many calls on how to 
manage facilities. Would also like to try to set up one of the 
speakers for Environmental science at Marylhurst. Also a 
possibility for think out loud program. Regarding the Portland 
firefighters memorial project, some discussion regarding whether 
we have a response. Many positive impacts from symposium: 
one of the attendees reports talking to a state senator in California 
afterwards and getting positive responses. 

• Magazines : Larry Godsey. Nominal 
• Webmaster : Larry Godsey. Nominal 
• Site Committee : David Nemo. Nominal 
• Youth Director : Jeannie London. Not present 
• SIGs : Scott Kindt. Nominal 
• Alcor : Dale Fenske. Not present 

Old Business 

Gazette binder of past issues will be available in the library at the end 
of April with a dedication to Larry Deal. 
 
Remaining old business items were tabled to the next months 
meeting due to time constraints. 

(Continued on page 9) 

 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 April 5th, 2010 7pm 
 OMSI Classroom 1 
 Duncan Kitchin 
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Need to discuss scheduling particularly the Hancock conflict 
with Maupin in the same month. For camp Hancock, 
registrations are way down this time, and we are very close to 
the lower limit for meeting our commitment. Now being 
charged $40 per person per night irrespective of whether visitors 
are camping or using bunkhouses. Still a very good deal 
comparatively, but need to be careful going forwards about 
meeting the minimum of $1600 (20 people for each of two 
nights). Now have an upper limit of 40 registrations, which 
means that the window is 20 to 40. May have some unpaid for 
liability this time around (possibly approximately $200). Larry 
asks for prior approval for committing to October camp 
Hancock, on the understanding that there is a liability that we 
are signing up for. Motion to approve the contract for Camp 
Hancock in October, understanding the liability that the club is 
taking on if registrations are below the minimum required to 
cover $1600 (20 registrations for each of 2 nights). Moved 
Duncan Kitchin, second Dawn Willard : Approved by 
unanimous consent. 

 
• Astronomy day : Sameer is trying to change the date for the 

OMSI astronomy day to June 19th. Official date is 24th April, 
but this date rarely works because of the weather. Sameer wants 
to see if we can set something up in Pioneer place this year on 
June 19th also. We have a large amount of materials to use. 
Dawn Nilson has light pollution posters which would be good to 
use. Sameer will coordinate offline with Dawn, Dawn and 
Diana. 

 
• Larry Godsey provided a proposed 2010-2011 budget.  Includes 

prior years data from 2004-2005 through 2008-2009, with an 
average actual total expenditures for those years, current and 
budget details for this year and proposed budget for next year. 
We have two months to discuss, expect to present for a vote in 
June. Any requests for budget changes should be sent to Larry 
Godsey in the intervening interval. 

 
• Backup of information needed for all critical information. Much 

information is already available on the website, currently 
available only to Larry Godsey, the webmaster assistant and 
Sameer. This includes backups of the membership documents. 
All of the financial data is backed up there every month. We 
should have copies of the publisher files for the newsletter. 
Diana has a template for news releases. 

 
• Need to consider contingency plans for absences of key board 

members. Some of our key programs may need some additional 
help to ensure that we are meeting all of the necessary 
requirements. 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9pm. 

New Business 

• Larry Deal, newsletter editor, passed away last Sunday. 
Memorial service is this Sunday at 1pm at Findley Hills. Sameer 
Ruiwale will be attending, believe Margaret will also attend. 
Sameer will also supply text for a memorial notice for the 
website, to be provided to Larry Godsey. Discussion of 
memorial contribution to the Audubon society. Sameer will 
organize such a donation from the club. Motion to donate $50 to 
Audubon society, moved Sameer, second Ken Hose. Motion 
passes by unanimous consent. Sameer will also make an 
announcement at the meeting. 
Larry Godsey has stepped in to finish the newsletter for this 
month. Need to find a replacement editor. Sameer will put out a 
request on the forum. Need to think about the expertise 
required. Requires some experience of some kind of publishing 
package. Will be difficult to find a replacement. Large amount 
of work – about 10 – 12 hours per month to create. Larry 
Godsey will volunteer to cover for a couple of months, but we 
really need a permanent replacement soon. May also want to 
have a discussion about submissions and formatting for 
inclusion in the newsletter. 

• OMSI : insurance issue. Damage caused to podium last month 
due to water spillage on electronic panel. Replacement cost of 
$700. Our contract with OMSI makes us liable for damages. 
OMSI is investigating covering this, but Sameer suggests that 
we should cover this as our responsibility. Will also make this 
policy in future to not have water on the podium; we will set up 
a side table. Should we pay the cost or try to recover through 
insurance? Larry Godsey has a call into the insurance, waiting 
for a call back. Expect that the deductible will be high enough 
that a claim would not be worth it. Shouldn’t change the rates, 
since this is an astronomical league group plan, but Larry needs 
to talk to the adjuster to find out what the deal is. Motion: 
authorize Larry G and Sameer to decide how to proceed 
appropriately. Moved Sameer Ruiwale Second : Scott Kindt. 
Motion passed by unanimous consent. 

• Rooster Rock/Stub Stewart star parties. Need to consider a 
policy for what happens in inclement conditions, when 
participants will still show up even if volunteers are not 
available. 

• Future program idea : Hubble service mission show on 
Omnimax. Jim Todd suggested this as a program for the RCA. 
Will not be free, but Jim is prepared to offer a discount. Dome 
has a capacity of 300. Regular cost is $6, subsidized. We can’t 
charge admission for the general meeting; required to be free 
and open to the public. Club could fund the subsidized price; 
will not be substantially more expensive than a regular speaker. 
Question as to what do we do if more than 300 people show up? 
Sameer will write back to Jim, will determine a date that works 
to set this up. Already budgeted for under speaker costs. 

• LED Name badges : Larry Froberg. Sameer has found a source 
that sells them for $6 in bulk, can sell for $8 on the product sale 
table. Will cost $6.08 for 30 badges; outlay of $204. Larry 
Froberg will look into this. 

• Kah-Nee-Ta. Sameer wrote to Matt Brewster to get some 
information. Before Kah-Nee-Ta, we were one room away from 
meeting our room commitment. Any outstanding liability to be 
verified, but should be limited. Going forwards, we need to 
determine how we are doing relative to meeting the room block 
commitments and whether the club wants to carry the liability. 

(Continued from page 8) 



June 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed 

  
Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 
Downtowners 
Luncheon 
Kell’s Noon 

5 
Starlight Parade 
8:30pm 

6 7 
Board Meeting 
OMSI 
7pm-Classroom-1 

8 9 10 11 
 

12 
White River Canyon 
Star Party 

13 
 

14 
Astro Imaging SIG 
Beaverton Library 
7pm 

15 16 17 
New Moon 

18 
Maupin Star Party 

19 Astronomy Day  
OMSI Star Party 
Rooster Rock and 
Stub Stewart 
 

20 21 
General Meeting 
OMSI Auditorium 
7:30pm 

22 23 
Cosmology SIG 
Linus Pauling Cntr 
7pm 

24 25 26 
Telescope Workshop 
10am - 3pm 
Science SIG 3pm 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

July 2010 
July 9 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon Kell’s Noon 

July 9-11 Friday-Sunday Trout Lake Star Party Flat-Top Sno Park near Trout Lake WA  

July 12 Monday Board Meeting OMSI Parker Room 7pm 

July 12 Monday Astro-Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 7pm 

July 15-18 Thurs-Sun Star Party Mt. Bachelor (Sunriver Nature Center)  

July 17 Saturday OMSI Star Party Stub Steward & Rooster Rock State Parks 7pm 

July 19 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7:30pm 

July 21 Wednesday Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling Center 7pm 

July 24 Saturday Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

July 24 Saturday Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 

     

 
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org 

Rose City Astronomers 
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 
1945 SE Water Ave 
Portland, OR 97214-3356 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month. We usually meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetar-
ium. Occasionally the meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium. Check the RCA web site for the latest information. 


