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Last Quarter Moon 
Dec 17 

New Moon 
Dec 24 

RCA MONDAY DECEMBER 19  

ANNUAL POTLUCK DINNER & SWAP MEET  

All are Welcome!  Monday December 19th 
Potluck and Swap Meet Begins: 6:30 pm  

Location: OMSI Auditorium  
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Trout Lake Star Party photo above courtesy Michael Minnhaar 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

Full Moon 
Dec 10 

First Quarter Moon 

Dec 31 

For December we have our Annual Potluck Dinner & Swap Meet 

   Activities begin at 6:30 pm.  Plates, silverware, and beverages/ice will be 
supplied by the club. Just bring your dish along with a serving utensil and enjoy 
the holiday spirit with other RCA members. 
   The Holiday Social is a great event to pick up some excellent holiday deals! 
Save time to shop at the RCA Sales Table for your favorite astronomy gifts.  
   In addition, the Swap Meet will be back by popular demand and there will be 
ample empty tables around the lobby for everyone who is interested in 
displaying items for the Swap Meet.  

If your last name starts with Please bring a 

A through E Dessert 

F through K Side Dish 

L through Z Main Dish 
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Telescope Workshop  
When:        Saturday, December 10th, 10:00am - 3:00pm 

Location:  Technical Marine Service, Inc.  

 6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island  

 Portland 

SIG Leader: John DeLacy 

Assistant:     Don Peckham 

Email: tw-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm  

Astro-Imaging Special Interest Group 

When:      Monday, December 12th, 7pm 

Location: Beaverton Public Library 

 Conference Room 

 12375 SW 5th St 

 Beaverton 

SIG Leader: Greg Marshall 

Email: ai-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm 

Astrophysics / Cosmology SIG 
When:        Wednesday, February 22nd, 7pm 

Topic:   No meetings in December or January  

 

Presented by:  ―TBA‖ 

Location:  Linus Pauling House 

SIG Leader:  Lamont Brock 

Email: cosmology-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm  

 Junior Astronomers 

When:        Monday, January 16th, 6:30pm 

Location:  OMSI Classroom 1 

  Meets prior to and during the general meeting 

Topic:  First meeting 

     

Leader:  Ada Hays 

Email: youth@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/science.htm   

New Members Special Interest Group 

When:  Monday, January 16th, 6:30pm 

Location: OMSI Planetarium 

Topic: TBD 

SIG Leader: Howard Knytych 

Email: newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.htm 

Downtowners Luncheon 

When:     Friday, January 6th, Noon 

Location: Kell’s 

 112 SW Second Ave. Portland 

SIG Leader: Margaret Campbell-McCrea 

Email: downtown-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm 

Special Interest Groups 

Junior Astronomer Meeting 
We have a new Youth Director for the Rose City As-

tronomers.  Please give Ada a warm welcome when 

you see her.  The following is a notice for the next 

Junior Astronomer Meeting: 

 

All Ages Welcome 

Monday, January 16th @ 

6:30pm OMSI Classroom 1 

(just down the hall from the 

Auditorium)  This is just prior to the general meeting. 

 

We’ll be looking for junior officer candidates and 

anyone who is interested in having some fun! 

 

For the first meeting we'll be discussing what we 

want to do, so please bring your ideas and questions! 

 

Looking forward to meeting you all. 

Ada Hays 

youth@rosecityastronomers.org 

 

PS (There will be cookies!) 

It was a strange and (solar) stormy night . . . 
It’s always a good idea to maintain a healthy respect for the 

Sun, especially if you are in charge of operating any satel-

lites, which can be badly damaged by high-energy charged 

particles from solar storms. Thankfully, many satellites can 

now be put into a temporary ―safe‖ mode when necessary. 

However, operators must know when to flip the ―safety‖ 

switch. The GOES satellites are in geostationary orbit high 

above most other satellites. Along with keeping an eye on 

Earth’s weather, the GOES also keep an eye on the Sun’s 

antics and give warning when bad space weather threatens 

other satellites. ―Shields Up!‖ is a new game on the SciJinks 

website, in which the player’s job is to keep three separate 

satellites safe from random blasts of damaging rays and parti-

cles from the Sun, while still keeping the satellites operating 

as much of the time as possible. Read the story of a super 

solar storm in 1859, and play ―Shields Up!‖ at http://

scijinks.gov/shields-up. 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/science.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm
http://scijinks.gov/shields-up
http://scijinks.gov/shields-up
http://scijinks.jpl.nasa.gov/
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RCA MAGAZINE 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
One of the benefits of RCA Membership 

is a reduced rate subscription to Sky & 

Telescope and Astronomy magazines. 

The RCA member rate for Sky & 

Telescope Magazine is $32.95 for one year or $65.90 for two 

years.   The RCA member rate for Astronomy magazine is 

$34 for one year or $60 for two years. For more information 

go to the RCA web site index and click on the link for 

magazines.  Please make checks out to ―RCA‖ and allow two 

months for your subscription to be renewed. 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/magazines/ 

Larry Godsey <magazines@rosecityastronmers.org> 

RCA LIBRARY  
The Rose City Astronomers maintains a 

comprehensive club library of astron-

omy related articles, books, CDs and 

videos. These items can be borrowed by 

members through checkout at the gen-

eral meetings for a period of one month with renewals avail-

able by phone or e-mail to the club library director. The RCA 

library is constantly growing through many donations and the 

purchase of new materials. A listing of library materials (PDF 

format) can be found at the library web page. 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/library.htm 

Jan Keiski <library@rosecityastronomers.org>  

Office Name Email 

President Sameer Ruiwale president@rosecityastronomers.org 

Past President Carol Huston pastprez@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Membership Ken Hose membership@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Observing/Star Parties Vacant observing@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Community Affairs Dawn Willard community@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Communications Mark Martin communications@rosecityastronomers.org 

Treasurer Larry Godsey treasurer@rosecityastronomers.org 

Secretary Duncan Kitchin secretary@rosecityastronomers.org 

Sales Director Larry Froberg sales@rosecityastronomers.org 

Newsletter Editor Scott Kindt editor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Media Director Diana Fredlund media@rosecityastronomers.org 

New Member Advisor Howard Knytych  newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 

Webmaster Larry Godsey webmaster@rosecityastronomers.org 

ALCOR Ken Hose alcor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Library Director Jan Keiski library@rosecityastronomers.org 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde telescope@rosecityastronomers.org 

Observing Site Director David Nemo sitefund@rosecityastronomers.org 

IDA Liaison Dawn Nilson  ida@rosecityastronomers.org 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski omsi@rosecityastronomers.org 

Magazines Director Larry Godsey magazines@rosecityastronomers.org 

SIG Director Scott Kindt  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 

Youth Programs Director Ada Hays youth@rosecityastronomers.org 

Sister Club Liaison Jan Keiski sisterclubs@rosecityastronomers.org 

CLUB OFFICERS 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/magazines/
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/library.htm
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“A most singular phenomenon!”  

 

Ever since I first read how the planetary nebula NGC 1514 helped Sir 

William Herschel change his mind about the physical nature of nebulos-

ity I’ve found it an irresistible object to observe. That it turns out to be 

an enjoyable and accessible object is even better.  

 

One of the interesting aspects of 1514 is that the magnitude 9.4 central 

star tends to mask the nebula when looking directly at the star, which 

makes the nebula surprisingly difficult to casually sweep up, unless 

you’re using an OIII or UHC type filter.  

 

I recommend using one of these filters when trying to find and observe 1514 to boost the contrast that light 

pollution takes away. This planetary nebula is somewhat difficult to see not only because it’s rather faint 

but also because it also can look a lot like the haze around a star when your eyepiece is starting to fog up. 

Which is exactly how Sir William, who didn’t have use of these filters, first perceived it:  

“I suspected the glass to be covered with damp (dew), or my eye not yet to be in order.”  

 

This is an excellent description of 

1514’s appearance at low power in a 

modern amateur scope. 

 

It is the visual appearance of NGC 

1514’s nebulosity that makes it im-

portant to modern astronomy. It 

sparked Herschel to re-think his view 

on the physical nature of nebulous 

objects. This was the second time 

he’d changed this view.  

 

His original opinion of true nebulos-

ity was based on observations of M42 

with his 6.2 inch scope, in which he 

supposed it was made of a ―luminous fluid‖ that was slowly changing its shape due to gravitational attrac-

tion. Later observations of M17 and M27, which he thought he had begun to resolve into stars with his 

18.7 inch scope, changed his mind. He then thought that every nebulous looking object would be seen to 

consist of stars with a sufficiently powerful telescope.  

 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

The Observer’s Corner             Howard Banich                                                
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It’s easy to understand Herschel’s thinking. Through his powerful telescope he saw so many objects that 

had previously been regarded as nebulous were actually clusters of stars. It also seems that if a few faint 

stars could be seen in otherwise nebulous looking objects, like in M17 and M27, that they were then re-

garded as ―resolved‖. The areas that still appeared nebulous were thought of as swarms of very faint stars 

that just needed a larger scope to resolve.  

 

Then on November 13, 1790 he discovered NGC 

1514, listed as IV69 in his General Catalog: 

“ A most singular phenomenon! A star of about 8th 

magnitude, with a faint, luminous atmosphere. The 

star is perfectly in the center and the atmosphere is 

so delicate, faint and equally throughout that there 

can be no surmise of its consisting of stars; nor can 

there be a doubt of the evident connection between 

the atmosphere and the star. Another star, not much 

less in brightness and in the same field as the 

above, was perfectly free from any such appear-

ance.” 

 

It was this observation that caused Herschel to 

change his mind back to his original hypothesis that 

true nebulosity exists. He also surmised that it’s the 

starting point of the evolution of stars and clusters 

of stars through the process of gravitational contraction. Years later his son John Herschel shared this view, 

based on his own observations, and wrote: 

“Among all the theories which may be imagined respecting it (unresolved nebulosity), that which regards 

it as a self luminous or phosphorescent material substance in a highly dilated state or gaseous state, but 

gradually subsiding into stars and sidereal systems, must certainly in the present state of our knowledge be 

looked upon as the most probable.” 

 

Open minded visual observation had convinced both these great astronomers that nebulous material exists 

and that it’s the starting point in making stars through gravitational collapse – which was pure conjecture 

on their part but no less impressive for being essentially correct. The astrophysics would be worked out in 

the 20th century, but I find it impressive that 18th and 19th century visual observations got the ball rolling in 

the right direction. 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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My sketch of 1514 above is one of my more unsatisfying efforts as I didn’t capture the exceedingly smooth 

texture of this planetary nebula. I either have to draw it on a much larger scale or use smoother paper to 

capture the visual appearance more faithfully. Nonetheless, the sketch hints at what can be seen in a 16 

inch and larger scope under western Oregon skies. My Sky Quality Meter (SQM) got a reading a 21.10 

while I was making the sketch.  

 

The DSS image at the beginning of this article actually does a better job of conveying the smoothness of 

the NGC 1514’s nebulosity but still falls short of its visual appearance. The fainter extensions along its pe-

rimeter are not seen visually in amateur size scopes. 

 

I mostly used 250x, which is a fairly low power for a planetary nebula with my 28 inch scope, but 1514 is 

rather delicate so I found that the view didn’t improve above 250x. It’s 2.0 x 2.3 arc minutes in apparent 

size, about the same as M57, the Ring Nebula, but fainter overall. The central star is magnitude 9.4 which 

is quite bright for a planetary nebula. 1514’s overall magnitude is 10.9.  

 

Sue French, author of Sky & Telescope’s monthly Deep-Sky Wonders column, writes that 1514 is seen ―as 

a tiny, round, faint halo around a 9th magnitude star‖ with a 4 inch refractor, and that with a 10 inch reflec-

tor ―it’s rim is brighter in two large arcs, while the interior of the nebula seems slightly mottled.‖ She also 

notes that 1514 has been nicknamed the Crystal Ball Nebula. 

 

The interplay between the brightness of the central star and the delicately smooth nebulosity makes 1514 a 

fascinating object to observe. The brightness of the star tends to attract the eye, especially using averted 

vision, and makes seeing the nebulosity more of a challenge than it would be otherwise. You may also note 

a blinking effect – while looking directly at the star the nebula may disappear.  

 

An OIII filter not only increases contrast of the nebulosity but dims the star so the overall view is im-

proved, and you’ll probably get a better look at both the smoothness of the nebula as well as its uneven 

brightness. I found that an OIII filter boosts contrast slightly more than a UHC filter, but try both if you 

have them. 

 

As always, use a range of magnifications to find what gives you the best view. Don’t be shy about trying 

magnifications higher than you might normally use – you never really know what power will work best on 

a given night. 

 

NGC 1514 is located in northern Taurus about 7 degrees northeast of the Pleiades, near the border with 

Perseus. It’s a relatively easy star hop using the stars 38 and 44 Persei as a starting point. Again, you may 

want to use an OIII filter with your lowest power eyepiece to help sweep it up. 

 

Once found, you probably won’t regard 1514 with the same level of astonishment as Sir William Herschel 

did over 200 years ago, but I’ll bet you will find this subtle object much more interesting now that you 

know how it helped nudge astrophysics toward our current understanding of the physical nature of nebulae.  
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Re-thinking an Alien World: 

The Strange Case of 55 Cancri e 
Forty light years from Earth, a rocky world named ―55 Can-

cri e‖ circles perilously close to a stellar inferno. Completing 

one orbit in only 18 hours, the alien planet is 26 times closer 

to its parent star than Mercury is to the Sun. If Earth were in 

the same position, the soil beneath our feet would heat up to 

about 3200 F. Researchers have long thought that 55 Cancri 

e must be a wasteland of parched rock. 

 

Now they’re thinking again. New observations by NASA's 

Spitzer Space Telescope suggest that 55 Cancri e may be 

wetter and weirder than anyone imagined. 

 

Spitzer recently measured the extraordinarily small amount 

of light 55 Cancri e blocks when it crosses in front of its 

star. These transits occur every 18 hours, giving researchers 

repeated opportunities to gather the data they need to esti-

mate the width, volume and density of the planet. 

 

According to the new observations, 55 Cancri e has a mass 7.8 times and a radius just over twice that of Earth. Those 

properties place 55 Cancri e in the ―super-Earth‖ class of exoplanets, a few dozen of which have been found. Only a 

handful of known super-Earths, however, cross the face of their stars as viewed from our vantage point in the cos-

mos, so 55 Cancri e is better understood than most. 

 

When 55 Cancri e was discovered in 2004, initial estimates of its size and mass were consistent with a dense planet 

of solid rock. Spitzer data suggest otherwise: About a fifth of the planet’s mass must be made of light elements and 

compounds—including water. Given the intense heat and high pressure these materials likely experience, researchers 

think the compounds likely exist in a ―supercritical‖ fluid state. 

 

A supercritical fluid is a high-pressure, high-temperature state of matter best described as a liquid-like gas, and a 

marvelous solvent. Water becomes supercritical in some steam turbines—and it tends to dissolve the tips of the tur-

bine blades. Supercritical carbon dioxide is used to remove caffeine from coffee beans, and sometimes to dry-clean 

clothes. Liquid-fueled rocket propellant is also supercritical when it emerges from the tail of a spaceship. 

 

On 55 Cancri e, this stuff may be literally oozing—or is it steaming? —out of the rocks. 

 

With supercritical solvents rising from the planet’s surface, a star of terrifying proportions filling much of the day-

time sky, and whole years rushing past in a matter of hours, 55 Cancri e teaches a valuable lesson: Just because a 

planet is similar in size to Earth does not mean the planet is like Earth. 

 

It’s something to re-think about. 

 

Get a kid thinking about extrasolar planets by pointing him or her to ―Lucy’s Planet Hunt,‖ a story in rhyme about a 

girl who wanted nothing more than to look for Earth-like planets when she grew up.  

Go to http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/story-lucy. 

 

The original research reported in this story has been accepted for publication in Astronomy and Astrophysics. The 

lead author is Brice-Olivier Demory, a post-doctoral associate in Professor Sara Seager’s group at MIT. 
 

This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, under a contract 

with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

Artist’s rendering compares the size Earth with the rocky 

―super-Earth‖ 55 Cancri e. Its year is only about 18 hours 

long! 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/story-lucy
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The Rose City Astronomers telescope lending library will be selling off a few excess telescopes at the December 

holiday potluck and swap meet.  If interested, stop by and check them out in person.   

Telescopes are as follows.  Clockwise from the upper left: 

#404 Meade Jupiter scope. $  75.00 members;  $125.00 non-members 

#405 Celestron  C80 Refractor   $150.00 members;  $200.00 non-members 

#407 Meade 10" Newtonian        $250.00 members;  $350.00 non-members 

#406 6" Newtonian OTA only    $100.00 members;  $150.00 non-members 

 

GAMA End of Year Party 2011 
  

―It was our annual dinner for the end of the year. We 

had a tasty asado that was made by Juan Carlos Rosseto 

and Walter Leschuk.  At the end there was a raffle :). 

We really enjoyed it!!‖  Carlitos Gutierrez 

  

―We even had a DJ (Enrique)!‖  Leo Cavagnaro 

  

Carlos Gutierrez (extreme left with his friend Noe to his 

right), Leo Cavagnaro is in the back row on the right, 

one person over from the GAMA sign, Enrique Gio-

vanni is kneeling just to the left of the GAMA sign. 
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Board Members Present 
Sameer Ruiwale (President) 

Ken Hose (VP Membership) 

Mark Martin (VP Programming) 

Larry Godsey (Treasurer, Webmaster, Magazine Sales) 

Duncan Kitchin (Secretary) 

Larry Froberg (Sales Director) 

Jan Keiski (Library Director, OMSI & Sister Club Liaison) 

Greg Rohde (Telescope Library) 

David Nemo (Observing Site Director) 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Sameer Ruiwale and, 

there being 9 board members present, the quorum 

requirement of 9 was declared to be met. 

Approval of Minutes 
Moved: Approve minutes from the August 2011 board meeting. 

Moved: David Nemo, Second: Sameer Ruiwale. Approved 7-0-2 

Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

Directors’ Reports 
Secretary’s Report – Duncan Kitchin:  Quorum (9) met with 9 

voting members present. 

Treasurer’s Report – Larry Godsey: Profit & loss summary & 

detail, plus balance sheet distributed at the meeting. $2700 

in outstanding bills. Do not have data on Hancock yet, so 

this is not included. Reports are also available on the 

website. 

VP Programming – Mark Martin: Trying to schedule Rod 

Mollise for January, but having some issues getting the 

exact details ironed out. Will try to resolve if possible. Bob 

McGown attended the 100 year starship conference; this 

could be an interesting topic for a future presentation that 

Mark Martin is investigating. Also looking into scheduling 

more speakers for next spring. Next month’s speaker is 

Professor Jeff Barnes from OSU talking about the Mars 

Science Laboratory. Pat Hanrahan has been Astronomer-in-

residence at a resort in Namibia for the past few months, and 

has a presentation which Mark is trying to schedule. 

VP Observing – Matt Vartanian: Not present. David Nemo: 

received a phone call from a non-member wanting to know 

if the RCA Stub Stewart star party was still on. Should we 

post this information on the website so that it is available to 

non-members? At present, we do not in general have a 

primary coordinator for RCA star parties. 

VP Community Affairs – Dawn Willard: Not present, but Dawn 

has sent out notices for public star parties. 

VP Membership – Ken Hose: We had 19 renewals and 21 new 

members last month. Total membership now stands at 273 

members, compared to 260 at the same time last year and 

277 the year before that. We took in a total of $901 in dues 

in the last month. Based on the current membership, 137 

non-renewing members have been removed from the forum 

and email lists. 

Alcor – Ken Hose: Ken has emailed the Astronomical League to 

request outreach award information. Has also sent a request 

to the coordinator for a Messier list award. 

New Member Advisor – Howard Knytych: Not present. 

Media Director – Diana Fredlund:  Not present. 

Sales – Larry Froberg: Brought in $389 in merchandise sales, 

plus a $10 internal transfer to the library. ―We Are Not 

Alone‖ book sales were very successful; ordered additional 

copies in advance of the meeting which all sold out. Have 6 

outstanding pre-orders which will either be closed out at the 

next meeting or returned to general sale. 

Book Library – Jan Keiski: Planning a book fair for November. 

Telescope Library – Greg Rohde: Had a discussion with 

somebody in California looking to donate an 8‖ SCT; they 

are going to look for somebody more local to donate it to. A 

better mount has been provided to Dawn for use in public 

outreach star parties. Also has a pair of 20x80 binoculars for 

the telescope library. 

IDA – Dawn Nilson: Not present 

Magazine Subscriptions – Larry Godsey: Nominal 

Webmaster – Larry Godsey: Nominal 

Site Committee – David Nemo: Nominal 

Youth Director : an announcement was made at the last general 

meeting requesting a replacement. 

Newsletter Editor – Scott Kindt: Not present, but Scott is looking 

for contributions. 

SIGs – : Nominal 

OMSI –Jan Keiski: Have agreement with OMSI for schedule of 

meetings for next year. Board meetings will be in classroom 

1 except for July and August, which will be in classroom 2. 

General meetings will be held in the auditorium, except for 

June, July & August, which will be in the planetarium. 

Dates of OMSI star parties for 2012 has also been agreed: 

Mar 17 – Vernal Equinox Celebration (LQ) 
April 28 – Astronomy Day Celebration (FQ) 
May 12 – Planet Parade (LQ) 
May 20 – Partial Solar Eclipse (5:00 pm to 7:30 

pm PDT) at OMSI  
June 5 – Transit of Venus (3:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

PDT) at OMSI 
June 16 – Summer Solstice Celebration (NM) 
July 28  –  Lunar Viewing (FQ) 
August 12 – Perseid Meteor Shower Watch (LQ) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Minutes of the Rose City Astronomers Board  
October 3

rd
 2011 

Held at OMSI Classroom 1 
Chair  : Sameer Ruiwale 

Secretary : Duncan Kitchin 
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Sep 22 – Autumnal Equinox Celebration (FQ) 
Sister Club update – Jan Keiski: GAMA 12th Anniversary 

Dinner last weekend! Biggest Canota site attendance!  That is the 

primary close in observing site for the club. 30 observers which 

is great for the group!  Leo Cavagnaro reported clear skies, great 

observing temperature contributing factors. IAU Symposium 286  

10/3-7.  GAMA is sponsoring one of speakers!  

Old Business 
Proposal for RCA / Clackamas Comm. Coll Haggart 

Observatory use – David Nemo / Sameer Ruiwale. David 

has had some conversations with the college related to the 

memorandum. Focused on being ready to start next spring. 

Update on Calendar printing costs for larger sized calendar / 

different printers – Larry Froberg. Larry has made a trip to 

Anders printing to get some different quotes. Has 

investigated the possibility of selling calendars through the 

store, but the window for 2012 calendars is closing and it is 

likely to be difficult this year. An announcement has been 

sent requesting images; many responses indicating interest 

and imagers getting ready to submit images, but not many 

actual image submissions yet. Will ask for submissions to be 

in by October 17th general meeting. Also need to complete 

next year’s star party schedule. Kah-Nee-Ta is undefined at 

this point. We will target a larger calendar size for next year; 

would be useful to put together a submission schedule with 

image size details to be published for next year’s calendar at 

the end of this year. 

Contact Dawn Nilson to ask about the proposed dark sky 

conference in conjunction with a speaker for RCA – 

Sameer. No updates. 

Create guidelines for possible telescope award donations to local 

schools or other organizations – Greg Rohde. Greg is 

working on this, and discussing with Larry Godsey. Will 

have something to present in another month or so. 

Tabled Business 
Update on costs / procedures for shipping a telescope to GAMA 

in Argentina - Margaret Campbell-Mccrea / Larry Godsey 

New Business 
Review draft 2012 RCA Star Party Schedule – Matt Vartanian 

Greg Rohde is in the process of rebuilding at the ATM workshop 

a 13.5‖ Dobsonian telescope for Camp Hancock. Greg 

wants to ask permission to acquire a Si-Tech control system 

which Dan Gray has agreed to make available at cost. Cost 

will be approximately $400. Also needs a new focuser; Ken 

Hose has a JMI focuser to donate which may be suitable. 

Greg anticipates that it will be built as a string scope. There 

are also likely to be some additional parts that will be 

required; in particular a replacement mirror cell. Motion: 

John DeLacy & Greg Rohde rebuild the Hancock 

Dobsonian telescope using excess funds from Camp 

Hancock star party. Motion passes 9-0-0. 

RCA website old document updates – All. No action at this time. 

Refer Board forum discussion: http://

www.rosecityastronomers.org/forum/simple/index.php?

topic=2148.0 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 

8:35pm 

(Continued from page 9) 

RCA Elections for Officers 
 

At the November General Membership Meeting  the 

following RCA officers were elected for 2012:  

 

Sameer Ruiwale- President  

Ken Hose - Vice President - Membership  

Dawn Willard  - Vice President - Community Affairs  

Mark Martin - Vice President - Programming 

(Communications)  

Larry Godsey - Treasurer  

Duncan Kitchin - Secretary  

 

Congratulations to all! 

 

The Vice President - Observing 

position remains open at this 

time.  If you are interested in 

volunteering for this position 

please contact the president of 

the club. 

2012 Calendar by RCA Members 

On Sale at the General Meetings 

The calendar is 17 inches high by 11 inches wide 
It contains all of the planned RCA meetings, SIG meetings 

and RCA outings. 
 

Cost will be $10 again this year. 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/forum/simple/index.php?topic=2148.0
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December 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed  Thu Fri Sat 

    2 2Noon  

Downtowners 
Luncheon  
Kell’s 

3 

4 
 

5 7pm 

Board Meeting 
OMSI Classroom 1 
 

6 7 
 

8 9 10 Total 

 Lunar Eclipse 
3:30am - moonset 
10am - 3pm  

Telescope Workshop 

11 12 7 pm  

Astro Imaging SIG 
Beaverton Library 

13 14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

18 19 6:30pm  

Annual Potluck and 
Swap Meet 
OMSI Auditorium 
 
 
 

20 21  22 23 24 

25  
 
 
 
Merry Christmas 

26 27 28 
 

29 30 31 

January 2012 

Jan 06 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon Kell’s Noon 

Jan 07 Saturday Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

Jan 09 Monday Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 2 7pm 

Jan 09 Monday Astro-Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 7pm 

Jan 16 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 6:30pm 

Jan 18 Wednesday Cosmology SIG Not Meeting in January  

 

 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org 

Rose City Astronomers 

Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 

1945 SE Water Ave 

Portland, OR 97214-3356 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm
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