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Stars that go bump in the night -- Stellar outbursts & 
fades during the time of planet formation 

Kevin Covey 

All are Welcome!  Monday September 16th 
Social Gathering: 7 pm. General Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm.  

Location: OMSI Auditorium  
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Trout Lake Star Party photo above courtesy Michael Minnhaar 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

Full Moon 
Sep 19 

First Quarter Moon 

Sep 12 
Last Quarter Moon 

Sep 26 

New Moon 
Oct 04 

Star and planet formation is highly dynamic: the appearance of the youngest stars 

can change dramatically in as little as a week. Even by the standards of typically 

unruly young stars, some stars exhibit remarkable changes, increasing or 

decreasing in brightness by factors of 1000 or more. These brightness changes are 

thought to be caused by sudden changes in the star's growth rate, or in the structure 

of the planet forming material in orbit around the star. 
 

Dr. Covey will describe the general properties of these outbursters and faders before recounting the 

discovery and characterization of several remarkable systems in a long-term study of the North 

American Nebula. In describing the effort to understand these enigmatic young stars, Dr. Covey will 

present observations from the largest telescopes on the ground and orbiting above us in space, as well as 

backyard observations obtained by dedicated hobbyists across the world. 
 

Kevin Covey is a former RCA Member and was born and raised in Portland, Oregon and received his 

PHD is astronomy from the University of Washington. Kevin was a Spitzer Fellow at the Harvard-

Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics and a Hubble Fellow at Cornell University. 
 

Kevin is currently a research astronomer at Lowell Observatory and he is working to clarify how low-

mass stars, and the planets they host, form and evolve. Specifically, He studies how young stars gain 

mass and shed angular momentum without disrupting the planets forming around them. He also tracks 

how low-mass stars spin down over time: these measurements provide a valuable 'stellar clock' to 

estimate the ages of individual stars and give clues to how these stars generate magnetic fields and stellar 

winds. Kevin studies these processes with data from large astrophysical surveys (e.g., the Sloan Digital 

Sky Survey, the Palomar Transient Factory, 

and the upcoming Large Synoptic Survey 

Telescope) as well as his own observations 

(typically optical and near-infrared spectra). 

Optical images of the highly variable young star 

PTF10nvg/V2492 Cyg, taken with the 48" Schmidt 

telescope at Mt. Palomar in 2009 and 2010.  

PTF10nvg/V2492 Cyg became 100 times brighter 

(or more) in the few months between these two 

images.  
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M101 
Photographer:  

Peter Graham 

 

Taken on 8/6/13. 

 

4x4 minute  

exposures 

 

12" LX200 Classic @ 

F/6.7 

 

ST2000XCM Camera 

Telescope Workshop  
When:        Saturday, Sep 21st 

 10:00am - 3:00pm 

Location:  Technical Marine Service, Inc.  

 6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island-Portland 

SIG Leader:  John DeLacy 

Assistant:      Don Peckham 

Email: tw-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm  

Astro-Imaging Special Interest Group 

When:  Wednesday, Oct 11th, CANCELLED  

 

Location: TBA

  

SIG Leader: Greg Marshall 

Email: ai-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm 

Astrophysics / Cosmology SIG 
When:        Wed, Sep 18th, 7pm 

Topic:   TBA 

 

Presented by:  TBA 

Location:  8012 SE Raymond St., Portland, OR 97206 

SIG Leaders:  Viktors Berstis 

Email: cosmology-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm  

 Youth Program 

When:  In Progress  

Location: Kennedy School 
Download Flyer: http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/YAAFlyer.pdf 

Download Application: http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/
YAAApp.pdf 

Leader:  Kathy Kornei 

Email: youth@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/youth.htm 

New Members Special Interest Group 

When:      Monday, Sep 16 th, 6:30pm 

Location:    OMSI Planetarium 

Topic:     Fall Observving Hightlights 

SIG Leader: Howard Knytych 

Email: newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.htm 

Downtowners Luncheon 

When:        Friday, Sep 13th, Noon 

Location: Sushi Ichiban 

24 NW Broadway Portland 

SIG Leader: Margaret Campbell-McCrea 

Email: downtown-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm 

Special Interest Groups 

Note different 

meeting location 

and day for this 

month. 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/YAAFlyer.pdf
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/YAAApp.pdf
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/YAAApp.pdf
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/youth.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm
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RCA Board of Directors 

Elected Officers Name Email Address 

President David Nemo president @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Secretary Duncan Kitchin secretary @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Treasurer Larry Godsey treasurer @ rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Communications Diana Fredlund media @ rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Membership Ken Hose membership @ rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Observing VACANT observing @ rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Outreach and Education Jim Higgs outreach @ rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Programming Mark Martin program @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Appointed Directors Name Email Address 

Director, Dark Sky Preservation (IDA) Dawn Nilson ida @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Director, Book Library (Books & Videos) Jan Keiski library @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Director, New Members Howard Knytych newmembers @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Director, Newsletter (Rosette Gazette) Scott Kindt editor @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Director, Merchandise Sales (Merchandise Sales) Vacant sales @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Director, Telescope Library (Telescope Library) David Horne telescope @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Director, Youth Program (RCA Youth Program) Kathy Kornei youth @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Other Contacts 

Program / Project / Activity Name Email Address 

Astronomical Imaging Special Interest Group Greg Marshall ai-sig @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Cosmology Special Interest Group 
Viktors Berstis

cosmology-sig @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Downtowners Lunch Special Interest Group Margaret McCrea downtown-sig @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Haggart Observatory Rusty Baumberger haggart @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Magazine Subscriptions (Discount Subscriptions) Larry Godsey magazines @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Observing Site Fund (Site Fund) David Nemo sitefund @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Sister Clubs Jan Keiski sisterclub @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Starlight Parade Float Sameer Ruiwale starlight @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Telescope Workshop 
John DeLacy 
Don Peckham 

tw-sig @ rosecityastronomers.org 

RCA Member Forum 
Larry Godsey 
David Nemo 

admin @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Webmaster Larry Godsey webmaster @ rosecityastronomers.org 

ALCOR (Astronomical League Coordinator) Ken Hose alcor @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Galaxy Groups and Clusters Observing Program Dareth Murray ggc @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Herschel 2 Observing Program Candace Pratt herschel2 @ rosecityastronomers.org 

Local Galaxy Groups and Galactic Neighborhood 
Observing Program 

Dareth Murray lgggn @ rosecityastronomers.org 

http://www.darksky.org/
http://rosecityastronomers.org/library.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/news/index.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sales.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/scopelibrary/index.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/youth.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sp/haggart.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/mags/index.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/donate/site.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sister_clubs/index.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/forums.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/ggc/index.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/herschel2/index.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/lgggn/index.htm
http://rosecityastronomers.org/lgggn/index.htm
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Minutes of  the Rose City Astronomers 
Board July 1st 2013 
Held at OMSI Board Room 

 

Chair  : David Nemo 

Secretary : Duncan Kitchin 

Board Members Present 
David Nemo (President) 

Ken Hose (VP Membership) 

Mark Martin (VP Programming) 

Larry Godsey (Treasurer, Webmaster, Magazine Sales) 

Duncan Kitchin (Secretary) 

Diana Fredlund (Media Director) 

David Horne (Telescope Library) 

Scott Kindt (Newsletter Editor) 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by David Nemo 

and, there being 8 board members present, the quorum 

requirement of 8 was declared to be met. 

Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

Approval of Minutes 
Moved: Approve minutes from the May and June 2013 board 

meetings. Edit: remove “SIG Director” from Scott Kindt’s name. 

Moved: Ken Hose. Second: Mark Martin. Motion passes 8-0-0. 

Officer Reports 

President (David Nemo): David has had conversations with 

two different people about filling the VP Observing post. OMSI 

agreement has now been fully executed. Astronomy day: not as 

busy this year as some recent years, but still very well attended. 

Need to update the RCA handout brochure. 

Secretary (Duncan Kitchin): Nominal. 

Treasurer (Larry Godsey): Four page end of year handout 

distributed at the meeting. Balance sheet shows us currently a 

little better than last year. Profit & Loss should be final numbers; 

not currently expecting any additional bills. Itemized accounts for 

this month, and yearly expenses by item also provided. 

Everything came in under budget this year. Need to determine 

how to move forward with the OMSI telescope rebuilding, for 

which there is an allocated budget. There is also potentially an 

observatory being constructed at Camp Hancock where this could 

be situated. David Horne will make enquiries as to how OMSI 

would like to move forward. 2 CDs are maturing this month; 

Larry plans to roll them over. Will also roll $3000 from the 

current account into one of the CDs, since we have an excess 

balance currently. Donations have been made in connection with 

community outreach; we will need to make a determination as to 

whether this should be allocated to a specific fund. Consensus is 

to put all donations into general funds, unless indicated otherwise 

by the donor, and determine at a later date on what level of 

funding is required for the scholarship fund. 

VP Programming (Mark Martin): Mark has a list of proposed 

invitees for speakers for next year, posted to the forum. The page 

will be updated as speakers recruited. 

VP Observing (Open): Need to come up with an observing 

calendar in the next two months. David Nemo will take care of 

writing a draft. Need to confirm that we have a host for the 

Skyview Acres weekend coincident with OSP. 

VP Community Affairs (Jim Higgs): Not able to attend, but 

submitted report: June 13th, DePaul Alternative High School, 

Inside Event, 30 kids. June 20th, Mountaindale Girl Scout Camp, 

Inside & Outside Event, attendance = 90 (83 scouts + other 

adults. Weather was bad, but at least the girls were able to see 

brief glimpses of Saturn’s rings.  Jim did an inside presentation 

before it was dark.  Girls received meteorites, which they liked. 

June 30th, OMSI Astronomy Day. Several volunteers 

participated (Jim will be sending out a “Thank You” note). Had 

87 kids complete “space art” and 12 of them won small 

meteorites from the random drawing.  Jim’s guess is that we had 

about 500 people stop and “engage” with our inside booth [not 

counting those just in line for the planetarium show], plus another 

500 for the sun scopes = Approximately 1,000 contacts for the 

day. July events scheduled at this time: July 9th, Inside Event at 

Lake Oswego Springs Retirement Community (JimH). July 20th, 

Kings Raven Winery, near Oregon City. July 25th, Mountaindale 

Girl Scouts Camp (different group, but same location at June 

event). 

VP Membership (Ken Hose): Reached an all-time high of 

404 member families at the end of the membership year. Last 

year we had 389 member families at this time, and 346 the year 

before that. Brought in $1184 in dues this month. About 1/3 of 

the membership has renewed so far. 

ALCOR (Ken Hose): Has a Messier award for Louie Robida to 

be handed out at the next meeting. 

Discussion Items 

Director Positions: there are 7 director positions which will 

have to be appointed once we adopt the new bylaws. 

Suggested that we appoint these positions as they are now, 

and then discuss later if we want to make any changes to the 

board makeup. 

RCA Calendar: Approximately broke even with this year’s 

calendar. Preliminary calendar is on the website, but does not 

yet have all of the star parties (particularly OMSI). 

Action Items Requiring Board Decision 

Approval of budget for FY 2013-14. Budget attached to agenda 

and distributed at the meeting. Discussion: do we have 

budget for printing for promotional materials? Add 

additional line items for printing: media $300, membership 

printing $250. Motion: Approve the budget as amended. 

Moved: Duncan Kitchin, Second: Mark Martin. Motion 

passes 8-0-0. 

Approval of revised bylaws. Bylaws distributed with the 

agenda packet. Bylaws were not previously clear as to what 

constitutes a “member”. Redraft of membership proposed to 

address this. Motion: Approve Draft 3.0 of the bylaws 

(distributed with the agenda) as modified by edits distributed 

at the meeting. Moved: Duncan Kitchin. Second: Mark 

Martin. Motion passes 8-0-0. David Nemo will distribute the 

revised bylaws. 
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Appointment of VP of Programming. Motion: appoint Mark 

Martin as VP of Programming. Moved: David Nemo. 

Second: Scott Kindt. Motion passes 8-0-0. 

Appointment of VP of Communications. Motion: appoint 

Diana Fredlund as VP of Communications. Moved: David 

Nemo. Second: Larry Godsey. Motion passes 8-0-0. 

Director Appointments. Already discussed. Motion to appoint 

7 directors: 

1.   Director, Book Library -   Jan Keiski 

2.   Director, Telescope Library -   David Horme    

3.   Director, Merchandise Sales - Herry Tedja 

4.   Director, New Members   - Howard Knytych 

5.   Director, Youth Program - Kathy Kornei 

6.   Director, Newsletter - Scott Kindt 

7.   Director, Dark Sky Preservation - Dawn Nilson 

Moved: David Nemo. Second: Duncan Kitchin. Motion 

passes 8-0-0. 

Director/Project/Program Reports 
SIGs (Vacant): No report. 

Telescope Library (David Horne): Ex club member has an 

Orion XT12 for sale that David would like to buy for the 

club for outreach star parties. Inventory has been pared down 

to a manageable level. Motion: increase telescope library 

budget to $600 to cover this. Moved: Larry Godsey. Second: 

Diana Fredlund. Motion passes 8-0-0. 

Observing Site (David Nemo): Nominal. 

IDA (Dawn Nilson): Not able to attend, but report provided. 

There were showings of the IDA video at astronomy day, 

and there was a also dark skies board set up. Proposed to 

work with OMSI to make OMSI a light pollution free zone. 

Also met with ranger from Stub Stewart. State Parks can also 

pursue a certification from IDA; proposes to work with them 

to acquire designation. 

Media (Diana Fredlund): Working on news release, should go 

out tomorrow. Also working on news release for Youth 

Academy, should go out next week. 

Merchandise Sales (Herry Tedja): Not able to attend, but report 

submitted via Larry Godsey. Brought in $91 in sales this 

month. 

New Members (Howard Knytych): Not present 

Book Library / OMSI / Sister Clubs (Jan Keiski): Not present, 

but report submitted via email: Nominal. 

Youth Program (Kathy Kornei): Not present, but continuing to 

work on youth academy program. 

Magazine Subscriptions (Larry Godsey): Nominal. 

Webmaster (Larry Godsey): Planning calendar for next year is 

on the board website. 

Newsletter Editor (Scott Kindt): Scott needs a new roster of 

directors for the newsletter. 

New Business 
Cancel August board meeting (due to coincidence with Oregon 

Star Party). Approved by unanimous consent. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 

9:09pm. 

The 2014 Oregon Star Party in one photo.   
Scott Kindt 
Clear dark skies with the Milky Way overhead, the 

ISS passing by, horizon clouds backlit by lightning, 

and some red lights from observers.   

Canon DSLR, 17mm fl, f 2.8, iso 1600. Stack of 4-30 

second exposures using StarStax for the Mac OS. 
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What Causes This Sky Darkness Difference? 

 

Have you ever noticed that the summer night sky seems to be darker in the west-northwest than in the east-

southeast? I’ve noticed this for about the past six or seven years and have wondered what caused this ap-

parent difference, but each time continued with my observing and forgot all about it by the time I got 

home. I’ve pointed it out to other observers occasionally, and they would have much the same reaction – 

“Hey, how about that - I wonder why that is?” In the absence of an obvious explanation that would be the 

end of it. 

 

What exactly am I talking about though? Imagine the Milky Way splitting the summer sky into two halves, 

with the half to the west-northwest filled with the constellations Hercules, Bootes, Ursa Major and Minor, 

Draco, etc. On the other side of the Milky Way is Capricornus, Aquarius, Pegasus, Andromeda, etc. What 

I’ve been seeing is that the west-northwest half of the sky looks darker than the east-southeast half of the 

sky, which looks slightly washed out by comparison. The all-sky diagram above shows what I mean. Note 

that it doesn’t include atmospheric extinction along the horizon, but it gives a decent idea of the difference 

I see in sky darkness between the two halves of the summer sky from a true dark sky site like the Oregon 

Star Party and the Golden State Star Party.  I haven’t seen it at sites with much light pollution. 

 

The Observer’s Corner             Howard Banich                             
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I’ve tried measuring the difference with my Sky Quality Meter (SQM) and generally get about tenth of a 

point difference between the two sides of the sky – for instance if I get a reading of ~21.7 for the western 

half of the sky I’ll get ~21.6 for the eastern half of the sky. This isn’t definitive because I may be getting 

different amounts of the Milky Way in the readings, which would throw them off, but at least the measure-

ments have been consistent. 

 

This past August 11th, the night after the Oregon Star Party officially ended, was a fabulously clear, dark, 

steady and transparent night, one of the best nights at OSP in many years. Once again this effect was quite 

noticeable but the quality of the night was too good to pay this sky darkness difference much attention, as 

the few of us left at the OSP drank in the gorgeous deep sky sights. But it got me thinking again about 

what could possibly cause this apparent difference in sky brightness and I resolved to find out when I got 

home. Somewhat to my surprise, I remembered and started a thread on both the Deep Sky Forum:  

(http://www.deepskyforum.com/showthread.php?428-Summer-northwest-sky-darker-than-southeast-sky) 

…and on Cloudy Nights:  

(http://www.cloudynights.com/ubbthreads/showflat.php/Cat/0/Number/6035239/page/0/view/collapsed/

sb/5/o/all/fpart/1)  

Even though there’s no definitive answer yet there have been some interesting ideas put forth that might 

explain what I’ve been seeing. 

 

First of all, I’m not the only one to have noticed this effect but many excellent observers haven’t. My guess 

is that it takes top-notch observing conditions like we get at the OSP or GSSP for this to be apparent as 

they are, along with Steens Mountain, the only places I’ve noticed it.  

 

When I first started looking into this effect I was a little surprised to find no mention of it online. I was ex-

pecting to find something that would explain the difference, and that it would have a name of some sort. 

No such luck, so then I started the threads mentioned above and so far have received several good ideas but 

nothing definitive – and that’s been even more interesting than finding a cut and dried answer. 

 

Here are the leading, plausible ideas: 

 

1. The western edge of the Milky Way has lots of dark nebula that may make the background of the 

west-northwest sky look darker.  

2. The eastern sky has the ecliptic, Gegenschein and zodiacal light, all of which contributes to a gen-

erally brighter, washed out looking eastern half of the sky. 

3. There are more bight stars in the sky on the western side of the Milk Way, and they add a sense of 

contrast to the sky background, much like when you first step outside and the sky looks darker than 

it really is because your eyes aren’t dark adapted yet.  

4. Our location in the Milky Way is off the center line of the galaxy so we’re looking through more 

faint stars toward the eastern side of the summer sky. 

 

I don’t know if any of these ideas or combination of them is the real explanation of this effect but they’re 

all I have so far. Here are my thoughts on each one: 

 

1. Although there are lots of dark nebulae along the western side of the Milky Way, they don’t extend 

over that entire half of the sky. 

2. The ecliptic, Gegenschein and zodiacal light are all fairly localized effects of solar system dust 

scattered along the ecliptic plane, and although they must contribute to the difference in sky bright-

ness they can’t explain it entirely because this entire half of the sky is washed out. 

http://www.deepskyforum.com/showthread.php?428-Summer-northwest-sky-darker-than-southeast-sky
http://www.cloudynights.com/ubbthreads/showflat.php/Cat/0/Number/6035239/page/0/view/collapsed/sb/5/o/all/fpart/1
http://www.cloudynights.com/ubbthreads/showflat.php/Cat/0/Number/6035239/page/0/view/collapsed/sb/5/o/all/fpart/1
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3. I’m especially intrigued by the idea that more bright stars in the west-northwestern half of the sky 

cause an illusory contrast effect. This could be tested by looking at the sky background through a 

telescope in a fairly empty region on both sides of the Milky Way in quick succession. If the sky 

background looks the same then this idea would have some legs. 

4. It will take some research to see if our place in the Milky Way could make a meaningful difference 

in sky darkness. 

 

At any rate, time will tell what the explanation(s) may be, but I do think this effect may help explain a 

comment I’ve heard consistently at summer star parties for the past 22 years. Sometime around 2am-ish, 

when the bright center of the Milky Way has set and the whole thing has rotated so it’s flowing mostly east 

to west, someone will say “we’re losing the sky now”, or “the sky is looking pretty washed out.” And it 

does! The washed out looking half of the sky is now dominant to the south, and the darkest looking part of 

the sky has shrunk and is now in the northwest.  

 

So here we have a phenomenon that’s apparent to the unaided eye under a very dark summer sky and has, 

as far as I can tell, no accepted explanation. Few people seem to have noticed it directly, but this effect has 

a cause or causes - do you know what they are? 

NGC7331 
(The Deer Lick Galaxy group)  

By Steve Jacobs 
8/4/2013 Sherman Co. RV Park 22x5min exposures, using C8 with 0.63x Focal reducer and SXVR-M25C OSC 
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Report from the Stub Stewart star party  
By Mark Martin 
 

The star party we held at Stub Stewart State Park on Saturday, August 

31st, was a big success.  Both Weather Underground and the Clear 

Sky Chart were completely wrong.  Throughout the night, the condi-

tions were about as good as it gets for Stub Stewart with clear skies 

throughout the night, relatively warm temperatures, light winds, and 

only a small amount of dew near the ground.  Amazingly, it was still 

around 60 degrees at 2 a.m.  In contrast, the forecasts were for more than 40% cloud cover by 11 p.m. and 50 degree tempera-

tures!  Transparency was excellent but seeing was only fair, which limited the usable magnification.  Several people remarked 

that the conditions were much better than those at this year's Oregon Star Party.  As always for the location, the trees and hills to 

the east blocked much of the Portland light dome.  But the sky was considerably brightened from the northeast through the 

southeast.  Nonetheless, the Milky Way was visible long before astronomical twilight.  I was a little shocked to see how much 

the trees to the west had grown.  They have already obstructed the western horizon quite a bit over just the past few years and 

will soon become a serious nuisance unless trimmed. 

 

There were around 40 people with approximately 15 telescopes, ranging in size from 3 inches to 18 inches.  Several campers 

stopped by early in the evening to ask for views.  There was also a surprising amount of traffic on the road.  I don't know 

whether it was people coming and going from the star party or other people driving through the park.  But bright lights from cars 

frequently sent us scrambling to cover our eyes.  I was there until close to 2 a.m.  When I left, there was one pair of stalwart 

souls still waiting to catch a glimpse of Jupiter but everyone else had left. 

 

People seemed to be having a lot of fun.  Early in the evening, there were several 

people peeking at Venus as it disappeared through the trees.  Several of us also 

spent some time looking at Saturn through the thick, turbulent evening air near the 

horizon.  I spent the rest of the night using my 16" Meade Lightbridge to give a 

friend a tour of some of the most spectacular examples of all the different types of 

astronomical objects.  We started in Sagittarius, Scorpius, and Serpens Cauda with 

globular clusters M22 and M4, the Lagoon Nebula, the Swan Nebula, the Eagle 

Nebula, and open clusters M23 and M25 and then worked our way around the sky 

to view the Hercules Cluster (M13), the Ring Nebula, the Whirlpool Galaxy and 

its companion (M51 & NGC 5195), Bode's Galaxy and the Cigar Galaxy (M81 & 

M 82), the Andromeda Galaxy and companions (M31, M32, & M110), the Double 

Cluster (NGC 869 & 884), the east and west portions of the Veil Nebula, the Dumbbell Nebula, Albireo (beta-Cyg), Rasalgethi 

(alpha-Her), and the near-twin globular clusters M10 and M12.  We looked at some of these objects with 10.5x70 binoculars as 

well.  We particularly spent some time with the binoculars looking at the Double Cluster, the Running Man, and the Andromeda 

Galaxy.  As always, the Veil's turbulent tendrils were particularly spectacular in my scope. 

 

Multiple star systems don't usually get me very excited.  But I very much enjoyed chasing Rasalgethi around with my computer-

less, motor-less Dob while cranking up the magnification to 389x to split the star system into its main bright orange and yellow 

components.  In contrast to the orange of the larger, brighter red giant star, the yellow star looked like it had a tinge of green. 

 

After sharing the main sights, I decided to look for a couple of objects that I had never seen before.  I hunted down the galaxy 

NGC 5866, which is thought by some (including our favorite software SkyTools) to be the true M102.  The dark dust lane that 

runs across the center was clearly though subtly visible.  We also peeked at the Fireworks Galaxy (NGC 6946) and the nearby 

open cluster NGC 6939.  The Fireworks Galaxy was a large faint smudge.  But NGC 6939 was clearly visible and we could re-

solve quite a few individual stars within it.  I later discovered that I had accidentally left my OIII filter on the eyepiece after 

viewing the Veil, which undoubtedly impaired our views of these last couple of objects. 

 

We finished up the evening with the Saturn Nebula and the Helix Nebula, which were further east than our other targets.  The 

blue color of the Saturn Nebula was quite apparent and I could see some structure within the nebula.  Sadly, the Helix was in 

part of the sky suffering from a fair bit of light pollution.  So it just looked like a big, bright blob.  Afterwards, we waited around 

for awhile with our neighbors hoping Jupiter would rise over the trees.  They recalled their iPad predicting an imminent appear-

ance.  While were doing this, we revisited some of the sights with binoculars and peeked at the Pleiades.  We finally gave up 

around 1:30 and began packing up.  We finished loading the car around 2 and headed home.  It was great to reconnect with 

friends and to reconnect with the skies.  It had been a beautiful and very pleasant night.  If you were there, I hope that you had as 

much fun as I did and, if you missed it, I hope to see you next time. 

Stub Stewart Day-Use Area 



©Copyright 2013 The Rose City Astronomers.  All Rights Reserved. Page 10 

Star Parties Coming Soon in 2013! 

OMSI  Autumnal Equinox Celebration Sep 21 

Skyview Acres Star Party Sep 26-29 

White River Star Party Sep 28 

Camp Hancock Oct 4-6 

SkyView Acres Star Party Nov 1-3 

Camp Hancock 
Oct 4-6, 2013 
 

 Camp Hancock is an OMSI sponsored field station for the 

promotion of science education, located 2 miles east of the 

John Day river in NE Oregon in the Clarno Fossil Beds. 

 Hancock’s facility is well-equipped but rustic youth camp 

with bunkhouses, mess hall, bathrooms (hot water and show-

ers), and limited camping area. There are no planned activities 

except viewing, eating. napping, chatting, reading, napping, 

hiking, and did I mention an afternoon nap? The science build-

ings are not open to us and we have no activities planned for 

kids. 

 Because of OMSI requirements we do NOT allow drop-ins 

or visitors, except those that are registered and spending at 

least one night. 

 The facility fee is $45 per night, per person, meals in-

cluded. 

RVing, Camping or Bunkhouse, same price. 

Deadline for registering is September 28th.  See the website: 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/hancock/index.htm to 

register by mail or online, or for more information 

Haggart Observatory Public Nights 
Through a partnership with Clackamas Community College, 

the Rose City Astronomers (RCA) maintains the Observatory 

and coordinates public access to the Observatory. During 

2013, we have scheduled several Public Nights at the Observa-

tory. We invite those interested to visit the Haggart Observa-

tory webpage at: http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/

haggart.htm to find out dates and times for these sessions. 

OMSI - Star Parties 
Sept 21st, 2013 
Autumnal Equinox Celebration 
 

On Saturday, Sept 21st, the Oregon Museum of Science and 

Industry, Rose City Astronomers and Vancouver Sidewalk 

Astronomers have organized Star Parties at Rooster Rock State 

Park and Stub Stewart State Park starting at 7:30 p.m. From 

beginners to experts of all ages, here's your opportunity to 

view the moon, stars and other celestial objects up close and 

personal through telescopes. Viewing highlights includes Ve-

nus, Saturn, Moon  and more!  On the scheduled day of each 

OMSI Star Parties, it is suggested that interested visitors call 

the OMSI Star Parties Hotline, 503 797-4000 Press #3 then 

#5, or check the OMSI Star Parties web site for possible 

weather-related cancellations. The event starts at sunset and is 

free with $5 parking per vehicle. Warm clothing and a flash-

light with red light are recommended. Personal telescopes and 

binoculars are welcome. 

 

See http://omsi.edu/starparties for more information or cancel-

lations. 

SkyView Acres Star Party 
Sept 26-29, 2013  
Nov 1-3, 2013 

 

 Facilities: Porta-Potty & Ten 8'x8' concrete pads plus a 

large flat mowed pasture (no animals). 

 NO water available at the site, but only 5 PAVED miles to 

Goldendale if you need supplies or want to stay in a motel. 

 Park in an organized way that leaves access lanes for others 

who may be coming/going over the weekend. 

 Tent camping is fine. Propane stoves only and please use 

them up off the ground on a table or stand. No open fires or 

charcoal briquettes. 

 If you plan on leaving the site after dark (e.g., to head to a 

motel in town) park your car near the entry to the site with 

your headlights facing opposite the observing field.  If you will 

be arriving after dark, please don't try and navigate your vehi-

cle back to your observing site, tent or trailer. Turn your lights 

off and park near the entry to the site. 

 Before you leave, police your area for any litter. 

 At 2,800', Skyview Acres has similar skies to the RCA 

Maupin site, but with much less light-bubble to the west. Mi-

nor light bubble from Yakima and the Tri-Cities area and some 

glow from The Dalles. Good horizons. 

 Nearby points of interest: St John, a Greek Orthodox Mon-

astery's bakery, deli, and gift-shop (about 5 miles north of 

Woodland Road, on US97), Goldendale Observatory State 

Park, Maryhill Museum and Stonehenge Peace Memorial 

 Come and observe your favorite objects and spend a won-

derful evening with friends, and friends you haven't met yet. 

 

See http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/skyview.htm for 

more information and directions. 

Camp Hancock  

observing area. 

Camp Hancock  

dining area. 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/hancock/index.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/haggart.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/haggart.htm
http://omsi.edu/starparties
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/skyview.htm


September 2013 

Sep 4-8 Wed-Sun * Sunriver Star Party  Near Brothers OR  

Sep 6-8 Fri-Sun Maupin Star Party Wapinita Airstrip near Maupin  

Sep 09 Monday Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 

Sep 11 Wednesday Astro-Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 7pm 

Sep 13 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon Sushi Ichiban 24 NW Broadway Portland Noon 

Sep 14 Saturday Haggart Public Night Haggart Observatory Dusk 

Sep 16 Monday New Members SIG OMSI Planetarium 6:30pm 

Sep 16 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7:30pm 

Sep 18 Wednesday Cosmology SIG Firland Apartments Community Room  7pm 

Sep 21 Saturday Telescope Workshop Technical Marine Service Building 10am-3pm 

Sep 21 Saturday OMSI Star Party Rooster Rock and Stub Stewart State Parks Dusk 

Sep 26-29 Thu-Sun SkyView Acres Star Party SkyView Acres near Goldendale  

Sep 28 Sat White River Star Party Near White River on the north flank of Mt. Hood Dusk 

 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org 

Rose City Astronomers 

Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 

1945 SE Water Ave 

Portland, OR 97214-3356 

October 2013 

Oct 04-6 Fri-Sun Camp Hancock Star Party Camp Hancock near John Day, OR  

Oct 07 Monday Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 

Oct 09 Wednesday Astro-Imaging SIG TBD 7pm 

Oct 11 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon TBD Noon 

Oct 19 Saturday Telescope Workshop Technical Marine Service Building 10am-3pm 

Oct 21 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7:30pm 

Oct 23 Wednesday Cosmology SIG 
Firland Apartments Community Room  

8036 SE Raymond St., Portland, OR 97206 
7pm 

Oct 26 Saturday Haggart Public Night Haggart Observatory Dusk 

Oct 31 Saturday Stub Stewart Star Party RCA sponsored star party at Stub Stewart State Park Dusk 

** CANCELLED ** 

http://www.mbsp.org/
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/maupin.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/haggart.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/speaker
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm
http://www.omsi.edu/starparties
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/r_rock.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/stub_omsi.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/skyview.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/whiteriver.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/hancock/index.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/downtowners.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=8036+se+raymond+st+portland&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x5495a03ceb77e049:0x2086b231f0917d0,8036+SE+Raymond+St,+Portland,+OR+97206&gl=us&ei=pJ4EUdf-N-veigKNnYDQDQ&sqi=2&ved=0CC4Q8gEwAA
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/haggart.htm
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/stub_rca.htm



