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The Past, Present, and Future of the

Schmidt Cassegrain Telescope
by Rod Mollise
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and magazine articles on every aspect of astronomy, amateur and professional. He is most
well-known, however, for his books on Schmidt Cassegrain Telescopes, SCTs, especially h

latest one, Choosing and Using a New CgSpringer), which has become the standard

; . reference for these popular instruments.
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RCA is a member of the
Astronomical League.
http://www.astroleague.org
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last count, twelve telescopes.

All are Welcome! Monday January 16th
Social Gathering: 7 pm. General Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm.
Location: OMSI Auditorium

©Copyright 2012 The Rose City Astronomers All Rights Reserved.
Trout Lake Star Party photo above courtesy Michael Minnhaar

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth

Full Moon
Jan 09

Last Quarter Moon
Jan 16

New Moon
Jan 23

First Quarter Moon
Jan 30



http://uncle-rods.blogspot.com/

Darkness at Dawn
Columbia River Gorge Lunar Eclipse Expedition 2011
by Robert McGown

Oregon is not like Arizona for observing and star gazing. We have clouds fog and rain that seems to get in the way of almost
astronomical event a few rare times in the summer. Today was no exception. John Foster and | watched the weather models to
see where we could observe the Lunar eclipse of December 11, 2011 any where in the vicinity of Portland. On previous eclipse
chasing adventures, would attempt to image eclipses next to one of the Columbia River Gorge formations. Cape Horn and
Beacon Rock in the gorge with the sparkle path of the Columbia River in the foreground were two of our favorites.

| arrived at Johno6és front door a bit | ate at 3:00 am r e
mm refractor and a Swazey 8 inch Dobsonian telescope and breakfast. The freeway was frosty and our original destination of
Mary Hill and Stone Henge up the gorge was too far for our late start. We headed up for Rooster Rock and set up under the
Bridge of the Gods at a small access trail next to the Columbia River. First we tried the marina at Cascade Lockgeand the ri
was narrow with an island so we opted for a precarious position next to the railroad tracks just west of the Bridgelsf the Go
The Moon was brownish red and in half eclipse as we set up the tripods with the short tube refractor right next twetthe rail r
tracks. Shortly after, while | was viewing the eclipse and John was imaging, a freight train went by as we were seiep right
to the tracks. It was deafening and very scary to come so close to up next to the tracks.

Most people had heard of the Indian legend of the Bridge of the Gods. The legend was about a delicate land bridge crossing
the river and only the Gods could cross the bridge. It is curious that the original legend came from the amazing arckss that
a |l arge coll apsed trench of a great | ava tube thatldl ooks
say that these formations were also Bridges of the Gods. A story about the land bridge could be referenced by tha nearby lav
tube fields of Mt Adams. Another version of the Bridge of the Gods was about the landslide that crossed the river at Table
Mountain. Rubble from the avalanche caused rapids in the river. When Lewis and Clark came down the Columbia River here
they looked down and saw an underwater drown forest in the river.

The lunar eclipse progressed over the next 20 minutes. The umbra and penumbra crossed the face of the Moon and it was re
with just a sliver of light on the bottom of the Moon. We had heard of the phrase@iitihdoon in the Young Moons Arms
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Special Interest Groups

Astro-Imaging Special Interest Group Junior Astronomers

When: Monday, January 9th, 7pm When:  Monday, January 16th, 6:30pm

Location: Beaverton Public Library Location: OMSI Classroom 1
Conference Room Meets prior to and during the general meeting
12375 SW 5th St Topic: First meeting
Beaverton

SIG Leader: Greg Marshall Leader: Ada Hays

Email: aisig@rosecityastronomers.org Email: youth@rosecityastronomers.org

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/astroimage.htm http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/science.htm

Downtowners Luncheon New Members Special Interest Group
When: Friday, February 3rd, Noon When:  Monday, January 16th, 6:30pm
Location: Ke |l | &8s Location: OMSI Planetarium
112 SW Second Ave. Portland Topic: TBD
SIG Leader: Margaret Campb&licCrea SIG Leader: Howard Knytych
Email: downtownrsig@rosecityastronomers.org Email: newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org

http://www.rosecitvastronomers.orq/siqs/downtowners.htrln http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/new_members.hQtm

Telescope Workshop Astrophysics / Cosmology SIG

When: Saturday, February 4th, 10:00ar8:00pm When: Wednesday, February 22nd, 7pm
Location:  Technical Marine Service, Inc. Topic: No meetings in December or January

6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island

Portland Presented byfi T B A 0
SIG Leader: John DelLacy Location: Linus Pauling House
Assistant:  Don Peckham SIG Leader: Lamont Brock
Email: twsig@rosecityastronomers.org Email: cosmologysig@rosecityastronomers.org
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/tmw.htm Www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm
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