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Sunday - Jan’s first night in Mendoza was an urban view from the sidewalk in front of Carlos Gutierrez’s house. Using
binoculars we observed the Jewel Box; IC2602-Southern Pleiades & Eta Carina region including some interesting open
clusters. We also saw the open cluster NGC2516 visible to naked eye even from the city. Orion was upside down! Taurus;
Castor & Pollux in Gemini, the Twins were very prominent in the less light polluted Mendoza skies. It was a terrific
introduction to the wonders of the Southern Skies! During February Canopus is high in the Southern Sky. We enjoyed
viewing it.
Monday - The right time to relax before our different astronomical activities during the following 14 days Jan was in
Mendoza. On Monday afternoon we visited downtown and she did some shopping. After that we went to a very special
place where you can enjoy a different kind of ice cream, Argentine “helado”. Pure delight! Argentine beef being the other!
Tuesday night - Welcoming Asado - Leo prepared a welcoming asado which is like a
barbeque, but in a special way to prepare and cook the meats, using coals scooped from
a fire to the side of the cooking area. It was in Leo’s beautiful backyard. Jan made
some short movies about this unique cooking experience preparing the special foods of
Argentina. During the asado we talked and exchanged ideas about our astronomical
activities for the following days. All the guests enjoyed a very nice dinner under the
southern stars and viewed the rising Southern Cross visible from Leo’s backyard.

Friday night and Saturday night. - USPALLATA
Both nights, music and fireworks came from a festival in town. A month long festival similar to the Rose Festival. The
Vendimia Festival is one of the most important and oldest celebrations in Argentina.The music lasted until past 4AM each
night!
Friday night observing - Jan and some members of GAMA arrived in Uspallata on Friday evening. We stayed in a hostel
situated close to the hotel were our friends from RCA stayed two years ago (2006). At night Carlos and Jan observed from
a field next to hostel, using Jan’s Orion 9 x 63 mini-giant binoculars. Objects viewed included the Large Magellanic Cloud
(LMC) and the Small Magellanic Cloud (SMC); 47 Tucanae; the Jewel Box; open clusters in the False Cross; Crux
(Southern Cross); and Eta Carinae Nebula.
Saturday morning and afternoon. On Saturday morning Jan, Carlos, Leo and Pepe went to a place called “Cerro
Tunduqueral” about 5 kilometers away from the Village. It’s an amazing place where you can view petroglyphs up to
3,000 years old! Also it is one of the places where the movie “Seven Years in Tibet” was filmed. That area is also a good
place to observe from. Later that day, early afternoon some members of GAMA went to a restaurant for lunch. We enjoyed
huge portions and delicious beef called “churrasco” with terrific French fries.
While there we made an incredible discovery! A very large “meat-eorite”
appeared in front of Jan on her plate!!!!
After lunch Jan had a nice gathering with GAMA members in the Hostel
Garden. At that moment Jan gave a brief speech about RCA activities,
showing some pictures of Oregon and her friends in Portland. She also twirled
her glostick baton to the enjoyment of GAMA members. Then it was time to
load our telescopes and auxiliary equipment to make a short trip to our nearby
observing site.
Saturday night observing. At about 9PM we left the hostel to go to the
observing site a few kilometers away, very close to a site from where we
observed the partial solar eclipse with the RCA group September 22, 2006. We arrived with sunlight in order to have time
to set up our telescopes and equipment before dark. The sunset was at 9:33 pm local time and the sky was mostly dark at
10:30pm. The Astronomical twilight for Uspallata was at 11:00pm (due to Argentina’s Daylight Saving Time).
Astronomically, Leo says daylight saving time totally ridiculous! UT – 2 hours when geographically we are actually UT –
4 ½ hours. So we had to wait until 11pm to have a totally dark sky and begin with our detailed observations. Before that
time Jan was observing the Moon and taking photos of a thin crescent (2 day’s old) setting behind the Andes.

Partly cloudy skies were a problem to achieve targets on lists.
Leo was working on the LMC doing very detailed research for
the book he is writing on the LMC & SMC. While Jan used
her binoculars, Carlos used Jan’s travel scope, an 80mm Orion
short tube refractor, to observe the non-Messier objects
included in our annual Marathon, like NGC 3766, an awesome
open cluster in Centaurus and NGC 4945, a galaxy in the same
constellation not far from the amazing globular cluster NGC
5139 (Omega Centauri). Eduardo & Nicolas Cruciani were
observing using the telescope that Ken Hose donated to
GAMA. Graziano DiGiannantonio was observing some
galaxies in the southern sky using his 6 inch reflector.
At the observing site there were telescopes, binoculars and
observing guides. Telescopes in GAMA are mostly homemade instruments. The most common telescope in GAMA is
the Newtonian reflector, with mirrors from 6” to 12”. A new member of the GAMA Group made an 8” telescope f/8. He
joined us during the 6th year of our Southern Messier Marathon. The main activity in our group is visual observation and
our monthly star parties all year long are very successful.
Other members of GAMA such as Elias Juri and Aurelio Fornas tried to carry out Southern Messier Marathon, but clouds
closed in around 1:30AM. However we stayed until 2:30AM waiting for a miracle. We did have some sucker holes. A
very unusual summer this year, with several cloudy nights. La Nina!

Talking briefly about observing sites, Uspallata Valley is a really good place to observe from because you have very dark
skies even at a very few miles from the small town, plus you can also find restaurants, hotels and phone call/internet
centers. Leo found a new observing site situated at 13 miles east of the village. That place looks great, with very dark skies
and a good altitude (2,400 meters above sea level). Some months ago Leo was there observing the night sky with just his
eyes for a few minutes. The next step is to set up a telescope and to have a more accurate idea about seeing and limiting
magnitude. In his opinion this place would be a great site to observe the Southern Skies with GAMA members and also
when friends from RCA and other groups in Oregon visit Mendoza.
After leaving our observing site we went to the hostel from where we observed the partially cloudy sky without optical aids
for a while and then we enjoyed some sandwiches. 5AM we called it a night!
Sunday - Uspallata Ceremony with GAMA
members
At noon we began the asado that we usually
enjoy on the Sunday noon after observing. To
prepare a typical asado we need about two hours.
Leo was the chef, with Jan helping him place
meat on grill, a special meat called Palomita.
Meanwhile we enjoyed conversations with
members of GAMA, enjoying a sunny Sunday in
Upsallata Valley. In the name of the GAMA
group, I, Leo, would like to thank RCA for the
great and wonderful donations to our club. We
will always be grateful for our friendship with
Rose City Astronomers. Personally I’m always
thinking about new ideas for future projects
between RCA and GAMA.
The second Tuesday evening - Potrerillos
Observing - a small group of GAMA and Jan went south of Mendoza to a beautiful place by a lake near Potrerillos. It took
an hour of driving. A very nice place to observe the southern skies for a couple hours and a picnic dinner. Jan was taking
photos of some southern highlights such as the Magellanic Clouds and the brighter regions of the Milky Way situated in
constellation Carina.

Southern Hemisphere
Milky Way; False Cross;
Carinae

San Martin Park - The day after coming back to Mendoza City
from Uspallata Valley we went to San Martin Park for a few hours.
That is an artificial park where a lot of people go each day to enjoy
nature. Jan took some artistic pictures of the Moon and pine trees
during the day.

CASLEO - The biggest astronomical observatory in Argentina
February 8th Jan visited CASLEO (Complejo Astronómico El Leoncito). At longitude 4h 37m 12s and latitude -31 47` 57” it is
the biggest observatory in Argentina. The observatory is in southeast San Juan province, in a place called “Cadena del Tontal”, at
2,552 meters above sea level, and only 10 miles from “Barreal”, a small town. It was founded in 1986.
Jan, Ruben (Carlos’
father), Daiana (CASLEO
guide), Carlos Gutierrez
(GAMA), Lorena
(CASLEO guide),
Virginia (Carlos’ mother),
and a CASLEO engineer
stand in front of the “Jorge
Sahade” 2.15 meter
Ritchey-Chrétien reflector
telescope.
At CASLEO there are
nearly 300 clear nights per
year. All year long national
and international
professional astronomers
observe the sky with
different instruments to
carry out their projects.
CASLEO is situated about
100 kilometers north
Uspallata Valley, also a very good place to observe from. I have visited the observatory many times, and GAMA went to the
observatory as a group a couple times also. Jan was thrilled to be at the controls of the huge telescope!
In CASLEO you can see a 2.15 meter telescope, a solar
submillimetric solar telescope (SST), a Gamma Ray
telescope (GAMAR project), a small 8” telescope for
visitors and a 24” reflector, the “Helen Sawyer Hogg” after
Professor Helen Battles Sawyer Hogg (1905-1993). This
telescope is operated by Toronto University and was
installed in “Las Campanas” Observatory in North Chile
until it was later donated to CASLEO and now is in a
nearby installation called “Cerro Burek”

Helen Battles Sawyer Hogg was born in Lowell, Massachusetts. Her work
focused on globular clusters, in particular the variable stars within them. She
has been honored by the astronomical community by the naming of asteroid
(2917) Sawyer Hogg in 1984. When researching globular cluster publications,
Helen recovered a long forgotten letter by Pierre Méchain (Sawyer Hogg
1947, Sawyer 1948), in Bode's Jahrbuch for 1786, in which he disclaims his
discovery of M102 and lists four newly discovered deep sky objects which
she proposed to be added to the Messier catalog: M104 the famous Sombrero
galaxy (added by Camille Flammarion in 1921), M105 and M106 galaxies in
constellation Leo, and the globular cluster in constellation Ophiuchus M107.
http://www.sdsc.edu/ScienceWomen/hogg.html
The biggest telescope in CASLEO (2.15 meters) is a Ritchey-Chrétien reflector
named “Jorge Sahade” for Dr. Jorge Sahade who was born in 1915 in
Cordoba, Argentina. From 1953 to 1955 was Director of Cordoba Astronomical Observatory (Cordoba National University) in
Argentina and from 1968 to 1969 Director of the Astronomical Observatory in La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina. He worked in
the Yerkes Observatory for three years also.
The views of the Andes are stunning near
CASLEO! Jan and Carlos, Virginia and
Ruben were late getting to Barreal, a
mountain town. Their car became lodged
in a flooded stretch of road. Major storms
had come through the day before. Barreal
is in the Calingasta valley about 100km
north of Uspallata. After an overnight stay
in a mountain cabin, it was on to
CASLEO, and then Uspallata which is set
in a scenic bowl surrounded by snow
dusted peaks and that doubled as a
Tibetan location for a Brad Pitt movie
some years ago. The scenic loop drive of
Mendoza north to San Juan, over to
Barreal, up to CASLEO, and down to
Uspallata is amazingly beautiful. On that
loop Jan, Carlos, Ruben and Virginia dug
for fossils. They were plentiful. She found
small fossilized mollusks from a time
when the Andes were under the sea!
While at Uspallata, a visit to the site with the cabin from the movie, “Seven Days in Tibet” yielded many beautiful
petroglyphs. Photo of flooded stream by Carlos.

Canota: A place for astronomical activities
During her visit to Mendoza last February, Jan Keiski visited during the
day a beautiful place in the nearby mountains called Villavicencio.
Closer to Mendoza City, at a few miles from Villavicencio, there is
another place named Canota.
That is a place that GAMA usually uses to observe the sky. Almost nine years ago I drove with two members of GAMA,
and also friends of mine, to the mountains to explore and look for appropriate places to set up our telescopes and enjoy the
dark skies. After a busy day of driving and viewing different options that was the last place we found. Since that moment,
every month even during winter time here in the southern hemisphere, our group holds astronomical observations there.
Canota is situated about 25 miles north of Mendoza, at an altitude of 1,400 meters. Several times I have measured the
limiting visual magnitude from that place, the value is sometimes 6.2, other times 6.4. In my opinion “not bad taking into
account it is a nearby Mendoza observing site”.
The map shows
the northern sky
visible from
Canota in late
November at
about 10:00 pm
local time. You
can see
Andromeda
Galaxy low above
north horizon
during its transit.
Without a doubt
you have a better
view of M31!
From that place
you can see a
dark northern sky
and a clear
horizon. That is
very good for us
because we
usually want to
point our
telescopes to

observe deep sky objects situated in northern constellations that are visible from our latitude (-33 degrees). All of us know
how impressive and prominent an object the Andromeda Galaxy (M31) is for example, and several GAMA members want
to take a look at that beautiful deep sky object when it is visible from here during our spring time. Andromeda Galaxy
reaches almost 16 degrees of altitude when it transits the local meridian early in the night in middle and late November
each year.
In this picture you can see the last
quarter moon rising. Also Constellation
Scorpius is clearly visible in the picture
to the East. I took this photo at the
Canota observing site in late February.
The north Mendoza city sky glow is
visible to the right. Canota was also a
good site to observe the comet 17P
Holmes some months ago. In spite of
its altitude (7 degrees!) the comet
situated in constellation Perseus was
clearly visible even to the naked eye.
The only problem I see with that place
is that the glow from a nearby factory
turns the southern sky around celestial
pole a little brighter than you would
desire. However it is dark enough to see
the “Pole Star” sigma ( ) Octantis,
with magnitude about 5.5. (It is fainter
than Polaris in the North Pole!)
Canota is a good nearby site even to
observe challenging deep sky objects. I have been able to see very faint objects situated in the far southern sky through my
8” telescope, for example an awesome pair of faint interacting galaxies in constellation Pavo NGC 6769 – NGC 6770 (
declination –60 degrees).
Canota is also a place we choose to observe the more important meteor showers like Geminids and the Leonids peaks in
years 2000 and 2001. The Geminids meteor shower peak occurs on December 13/14 each year. A good time for us because
we can enjoy nice temperatures while we count meteors!
Villavicencio - Hiking with Maria Sol, Carlos’ sister. * Salentein Winery – Mendoza area vineyards are outstanding!
Photos of Villavicencio by Carlos Gutierrez

Concluding Concluding

Concluding Remarks from Jan, RCA
A truly memorable adventure! Wonderful hosts!
Mendoza, Argentina is a stellar place!
Concluding Remarks by Leo Cavagnaro, GAMA
When I see friends from RCA visit Mendoza to enjoy with us the Southern Skies and to share our common affection for
that marvelous science called astronomy, I can not forget how far we can go when enthusiasm is present and we carry out
projects and joint activities taking into account two of the most important things to have in mind, in my opinion: carrying
out proposed projects and quality. Some years ago I sent from my computer an e-mail to RCA Group in Oregon because I
saw on internet a great and enthusiastic group of amateur astronomers up there. Since that day we have enjoyed together
several great activities, at first from the distance, then together. Personally I think one of the most awesome things to do in
astronomy is to share the skies with people from other parts of the world. That enriches our souls and our knowledge in this
beautiful science. Never forget to look up and enjoy the stars! Sincerely, Leo Cavagnaro

